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FOREWORD

This book was written in an effort to teletbtory of the Argenta/ North Little Rock Fire
Department and its members during its first onedneh years of existence. North Little
Rock was known as Argenta from 1904 until 1917, @emasequently the Fire Department of
the new city, which emerged from Little Rock’s HigiwWard in 1904, was known as the
Argenta Fire Department. The mission, working ctods, demands and objectives of the
Fire Service have changed drastically from 1904 2604.

This book will have the insight and perspeetf someone who has lived in North Little
Rock or Pulaski County for practically all of hige| but is not a member of the Fire Service.
The volume that you are about to read was writteea @mpanion fofhe North Little Rock
Fire Department- 100 Years of Service, which is a publication of the Fire Department of
North Little Rock. The author of this book wishtesxpress his grateful appreciation to the
North Little Rock Fire Department for its coopeoatiand assistance in making this book
possible.

Finally the realization becomes obvious to sone: “YOU ARE A FIREBUFF!” How
does this take place? The authoifbé First 100 Years was always interested in the fire
apparatus of North Little Rock. Memories of Compan(the 1955 Seagrave pumper) and
Company 5 or 1A (the 1947 Seagrave ladder truchjicg to Lakewood Elementary School
during Fire Prevention Week in the early 1950’'ssdiiéthere. The 1955 Seagrave pumper
and the 1947 Seagrave ladder truck in quartersda€éntral Station are easily recalled.

The author knew all the locations of the dpeStations in North Little Rock, when he
was in elementary school in the early 1950’s. (TWas probably not something that anyone
else in elementary school knew, or something thgbae else in elementary school was
even the least bit concerned about!)

The author remembers his Dad stopping by@&dtral and asking the firemen on duty
if we could take a look at the fire apparatus. §lileiquest originated with author, obviously.)
It was a great adventure to climb in the old Seagyeeerial truck. It was surprising that the
floor was metal. The steering wheel seemed huge.

By 1976, the author had begun taking pictofdsorth Little Rock fire apparatus. (Little
Rock apparatus was photographed for a while, als)wEhere were no plans for the pictures
until many years thereafter. Chief John Finn’savicallowed the author to copy old photos
of North Little Rock apparatus. Bobby Franklin wegially generous. A visit to Roy Nichols
at his home in 1976 or 1977 revealed that this é&r@hief of the N.L.R.F.D. had incredible
insight and recall. How regrettable it is that #uthor did not know questions that he would
have twenty-five to thirty years later, so thatytieeuld have been asked then!

Firefighters on duty at every station wereajlgvextremely courteous to the author. It was
obvious that the firefighters cared about the petipty served. Stories of North Little Rock
Firefighters taking money from their own pocketdédp families in dire straits after a
disaster are well known. This generosity extentithalway to the leaders of the department,
and most likely it extends to every fire departmanirkansas and the United States. It was
easy for the Fire Service to become a hobby arabsign, in light of what was seen and
observed from those who are in the fire servicdtiersecond, third or greater generation.
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Prologue and Dedication:

If there is one group of people in North Litte Rock (and its predecessor city of
Argenta) who should have their story told, it is tte firefighters of Argenta and North
Little Rock.

The average citizen has no idea how many tim#se firefighters of the city have put
their lives on the line to save the lives and propty of others. The average citizen is
probably unaware of the conditions under which east Argenta/North Little Rock
Firefighters worked. The number of lives that havebeen saved by the Firefighters of
this city, either by rescuing citizens from fire, vater or entrapment, as well as the lives
saved in medical emergencies would come to an amagitotal, indeed.

In the early days of the Fire Department, the aparatus of the department consisted
of horse drawn hose wagons. Alarms were probablyansmitted by phone, if one could
be found, or by word of mouth. Until two platoons @ firefighters were approved,
firemen in North Little Rock had ONE DAY A WEEK OFF !

Today, apparatus is incredibly complex, and thenission of the department is equally
complex.

TO ALL FORMER AND
PRESENT ARGENTA/
NORTH LITTLE ROCK
FIREFIGHTERS:
THIS BOOK IS
RESPECTFULY AND
PROPERLY DEDICATED.




CHIEF OF THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK F.D.

Chief Joe McCall, Chief of the North Little Réck FD.

Original Date of Service: May 1, 1972. Named Chiefuly 8, 2002
The author wishes to express his apatieci for Chief McCall's encouragement,
knowledge, assistance and cooperatiomaking this book possible.



SPECIAL DEDICATION

The most enjoyable aspect of writifige First 100 Years for the author has been meeting
and talking to so many wonderful people. Northl&iRock Fire Department (Ret.) Captain
James A. (Jim) Dancy has been an incredible smirkeowledge in the course of writing
this book. His genuine interest in seeirg First 100 Years come to completion has been
very inspiring to the author. Jim has always hiatto answer questions, recall his
memories of the North Little Rock Fire Departmemnd &0 contact his many, many friends in
search of old photos for this publication. Jim was son of an Argenta /North Little Rock
Fireman. Jim's Dad, August H. (Red) Dancy startedkimg for the Argenta F.D. as a young
boy, with his first assignment as a stable boyn’slunique perspective on the history of the
North Little Rock Fire Department and his genuinaaern for seeing the history of this Fire
Department told is something the authofbé First 100 Years will always appreciate and
remember.



IN MEMORIAM

During the period of time that this book wasngy written, two North Little Rock
Firefighters who were very helpful in providing anmation and photographs used in this
book passed away. The writer of this book intemee both Capt. “Hack” Richards and
Chief Wesley Springer. Both of these men possessedsight and history of the N.L.R.F.D.
that was impressive indeed. May they both reBtaace, with all the Faithful Departed.

Amen.

In Memory of N.L.R.F.D. Captain (Ret.) Hack Richards

Captain H.H. “Hack” Richards served in the thdrittle Rock Fire Department from
1950 until 1980. His insight and recall of the tdcittle Rock Fire Department were of
tremendous value in the writing of this book. Thhar interviewed Captain (Ret.) Richards
at his home. His concern for those who had bedrtlasse who were North Little Rock

Firefighters was very, very evident.
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In Memory of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief (Ret.) Wesky Springer

(Picture courtesy of Mrs. Bernice Springer)

Chief Springer served 47 years, 7 months,28&hdays in the NLRFD. He retired May 24,
2002. This is the longest known term of servicamyf firefighter in the Argenta/North Little
Rock Fire Department. Chief Springer began hisreas a Hoseman and then was pro-
moted to Driver and Captain. He the attained th& cd Battalion Chief, serving as a
Battalion Chief and as Fire Marshal. The Firebo&t.5pringer was named in his honor.
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The N.L.R.F.D. in 1938: Rohn Drye, John Snow, Jﬁb‘ar'rhomas Frris, Raymond Henson, Tom L. ExuinJ

Caldwell, John Wall, Hoover Robinson, W.W. Pembertarl Eller, Frank Neely, Chief Roy Nichols, HgGray, Robert

Goss, John Finn, Sherman Zinn, Julian "Jude" Sniittyal House, Raymond Nichols, August Dancyats
Youngblood, John Stufflebeem, William Wright andaf&ince Matchett. Photo from NLR History Commission
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CHAPTER 1.
The Early Years Of The Argenta
(North Little Rock) Fire Department: 1904-1916

February 23, 1904 was the date chosen forraeg® officially become an independent
city. A Fire Department for the new City of Argenfekansas was planned well before
Little Rock was to give up control of the area hast the Arkansas River known as Argenta.
City leaders and citizens well realized the inhedamgers of heating and cooking with
stoves and fireplaces that used wood (or coalfuiel A fire could easily consume several
homes or businesses before it was extinguished.

The Little Rock Fire Department housed Hosenany Number Six at 506 Newton
Street in what was then the Eighth Ward of LittlecR There is no record of a Little Rock
steamer ever being housed in Argenta. Fire equipofdnttle Rock Hose Company 6
consisted of a horse-drawn hose wagon. Normally,harses pulled the wagon, which was
loaded with up to 1000 feet of fire hose.

As late as February 16, 1904, Pr&ansas Gazette reported that negotiations with Little
Rock had failed and that Argenta would not keepfitleeequipment and fire station at 506
Newton Avenue. (Newton Avenue later became Maieredtin Argenta, Arkansas.)
Negotiations finally produced the following scewmenf events according to Cary Bradburn's
On The Opposite Shore: Little Rock kept the tax revenue from the Eighitflard (Argenta) for
1903. Argenta was given possession of the buildirigD6 Newton Street and Argenta leased
Hose Wagon Six and two horses, Dock and Dick, fiioenLittle Rock Fire Department until
two new hose wagons and two new teams of horsegdur

The Argenta City Council Minutes of April 11904 document the formal beginning of
the Argenta Fire Department. The minutes refleat Walter Powers was appointed Chief.
John Bell Duckworth was hired as a driver, and BréRuss and Claud Bates were chosen as
hosemen. There were plans for the Fire Departafeiitgenta to eventually be made up of
eight members. John Duckworth's obituary mentibas he was the "first Fire Chief of
North Little Rock," but Argenta City Council MinuggArkansas Gazette andDemocrat
microfilm all show Powers as the first chief, anddRworth as the second chief. (The 1900
census found Duckworth as a Little Rock firemab@i Newton Avenue.)

A run by the Argenta Fire Department on Mal 904 was recorded. The alarm was
sounded at approximately 12:00 p.m. The reportavi@® in the rear of Metz’s saloon in the
100 block of East Washington Avenue. Thazette reported that the Argenta Firemen never
needed to use the hose to extinguish the fire. M@g@ns also carried one or two soda-acid
type fire extinguishers. The article further repdrthat the “old team and wagon” were
dispatched on the run, because the “new team hdakeea thoroughly broken in yet.”

The Argenta Fire Department received two ataima thirty-minute period on May 14,
1904. The first alarm was for 212 Pine Streetsn#all fire on the roof of the house was
extinguished before the department arrived. Onédntmiggnder why a roof would catch on
fire during the month of May. Cooking with a wosttbve was very common in 1904, and
therefore, such fires were common as well. Ahkansas Gazette of May 15, 1904 reported
that the second alarm on May 14, 1904 was recaifted the firemen had “hardly returned
to quarters and swung the harness.”
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This alarm was for 104 Walnut Street. Taette went on to report that the fire was
thirteen blocks away, and that both “fire truck=8re dispatched. The structure at 104
Walnut was a residence, which was at least fivekddrom the nearest fire hydrant. Over
1,600 feet of fire hose was laid. Chief (Walter)si@es had nothing but high praise for his
men. Chief Powers stated, according toAhleansas Gazette, “that the water pressure was all
that we could ask.” Th&azette also mentioned that Chief Powers had used ttaddir
illustrate the capabilities of the Argenta Fire Bgment, including the ability of his men and
the availability of an adequate supply of water.

The newspaper article of May 15, 1904 documdrdt the Argenta Fire Department had
two hose wagons by this date. This alarm wasitbedlarm on which the “new equipment”
was used. “The new horses” were also used on tetmsion May 14, 1904.
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(Picture with permission of the North Little Rockd-Department and Chief Joe McCaII.I)

The picture above is undated from the Argé&ita Department. This picture shows the
rear step of an early Argenta hose wagon. Thereawmszle on the back step, ready to use.
The fenders above the rear wheels were certaidglegewith the condition of the roads at
the time. The two ladders were of different lengiftse two hose wagons were designated as
Company 1 and Company 2. There is no informatimuathe people in the picture. The
driver of the hose wagon and the gentleman startgirige rear wheel were obviously
firemen. One might wonder if the man wearing thié seated in the left side of the wagon
might be a city official of some capacity.
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The Day of a Parade in Early Argenta

P
-’

IF i
I\llllll I

8
i

e

:
il

—“ii’:__.i.:
R e W e S i

| R TR A T
o e e

(Photo with permission of James and Barbara Hunmﬁtaééap;piiéd by Ret.baptain Jim Dancy)

This picture must have been taken on the day afade in Argenta. Flags were highly
visible. The gong under the left side of the sgathe wagon was the only warning device|i
the early 1900's Argenta Fire Department. A soddfae extinguisher is mounted to the left
front side of the wagon. A coal-oil lantern is meeahjust behind the fire extinguisher.

5

In case of a fire in this era, the only twaions available to the Argenta F.D. were to
grab the fire extinguisher and hope that it wasigaht to put out the fire, or to catch a plug
with the 2 1/2-inch hose and rely on hydrant pressw put out the fire.

Argenta was lucky to have city leaders who saw that fire hydrants were installed in

the city. Minutes of the City Council of early Amg@a (and North Little Rock) are full of
references where additional fire hydrants were@uzbd.

The Argenta Fire Department, according toltb®1 Insurance Underwriters' Report
became a full paid fire department in 1908. Evitjeinom 1904-1908 the Argenta Fire
Department utilized volunteers in some capacitye @tginal four firefighters hired in 1904

could have hardly been expected to fight a majerdiithout some kind of additional
reinforcements.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE AND MAPLE STREETS - 1915

(Picture With permission of N.L.R.F.D. Captain (R8im Dancy- Photo Retouched by Lee Clark)

From Left: Red Dancy, John Doolin and Ed Campl§ilentified by Jim Dancy and Bob
Franklin) Jim Dancy's father, August H. (Red) Darwxthe driver in this picture. A streetcar
is partially visible at the right corner of the pbo Little Rock Fire Captain Bob Franklin
believes this was Hose Wagon 2 of the ArgentaBepartment. The intersection of
Washington and Maple was paved by this time.

Horsepower had an entirely different meammthis era! The dog seemed to be enjoying
the day as much as anyone in the photo was. Tdexiinguisher on the left front corner of
the hose wagon was ready to be put into serviaen@ment’s notice. The only other
alternative was stretching the 2 %2” hose from aréayd

A pike pole is visible just above the laddertba@ hose wagon. The street light, mounted
on the pole just behind the hose wagon, was pavhat was called “The Great White Way.
This was in reference to the portion of downtowigeéta that had streetlights of this design
at this time. The new streetlights recently insthin downtown North Little Rock on Main
Street are almost identical in appearance to tftdiof 90 years ago.
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Companies 1 and 2 of the Argenta Fire Department
(Photo With permission of North Little Rock Fire petment and Chief Joe McCall)

Old Central Fire Station, which still stands to@ay06 Main Street, was the backgrout
of this early Argenta Fire Department photographis photo shows what were evidently
Hose Wagons 1 and 2 in front of Central Stationictviwas the only fire station in town at
the time. The condition of the streets would appeanake travel extremely difficult,
especially for a heavy fire wagon.

This photo is one of the oldest surviving @sodf the early Argenta Fire Department.
This is the only photo found thus far in which thieite horse was one of the Argenta Fire
Department horses. A 1917 inventory of the Argéiita Department contained in the City
Council Minutes mentions a “Bay Horse named Je&ffydars old, 1375 pounds. This
inventory was taken just before the name of Argeras officially changed to North Little

Rock.
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A Scene In Front of the Argenta F.D. Circa 1914
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Sab mmﬂ.‘ST ABeyT 1914

Photo with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Captain (Réith Dancy
Driver of the Buggy: August "Red" Dancy - in hisugh.
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Streetcars were evidently making their way ddain (Newton) Street of Argenta at th
time, since the rails are visible in the streetistwas evidently a bright, sunny day, judgin
from the excellent quality of the old photograprhis appears to be the same Argenta F.[
hose wagon that is shown on page 14 of this baakjing from the longer ladder on the
right side of the wagon.

A chief's buggy is just coming out the doothud station. The other hose wagon must h
been behind the horse (or horses) in the left poif the picture. The building just to the
right of the Fire Station is gone now. It was thaslket shop owned by Owens Funeral Hon
There is a courtyard in its place today.
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“City of Argenta”

N

Station 1 at 506 Main Street in another photo poanotorized apparatus in the city. Note
that “City of Argenta” is proudly displayed on thap of the Old Central. This building,
which was originally Little Rock Fire Station 6, Umed theArgenta City Hall, jail and Fire

Department.
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Above: Early Chief's Buggy of the Little Rock F.Bhost likely before Argenta became a separate @tgture
With permission of the North Little Rock Fire Defraent and Chief Joe McCall) The old U.S. Mail Baxtbe
pole was a common site in North Little Rock, evetthie early 1950's. L.R.F.D. Capt. Bob Franklientifies
the firefighters as Chief Haeffer andl Asst. Chief Burns of the L.R.F.D.

Above: Another photo of an Argenta Hose wagon.
Thanks to Capt. Roy Sanchez and the N.L.R.F.Dth@photo.
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Another Scene From The Early Argenta F.D.

(Photo with permission of the NLR History Commissi®&andra Taylor Smith, Director)

A few of the firemen pictured here appear taHgesame men pictured in photos of early
motorized N.L.R.F.D. apparatus in coming pagesis book. The bench, which is visible
behind the horses, may have been for the firemehperhaps was for waiting for a
streetcar. The streetcar tracks are visible jufitont of the hose wagon.

The idea of a second fire station in Argenta west fiscussed in 1906. On April 11,
1906 theArkansas Gazette reported that there was “talk of moving one oftihe fire
companies” housed at 506 Main (Newton) in Argeatkast Washington Avenue. This
would decrease the response time to the easternfgae city.

Chiefs of the Argenta (North Little Rock) Fire Defmaent were appointed by the Mayor,
and served at his pleasure. Walter Powers, niagdy was the Argenta Fire Chief until late
1907. TheArkansas Gazette reported in its April 13, 1909 edition that “Chigff Fire
Duckworth” was to be retained as Fire Chief byrbe city administration. John Bell
Duckworth had been hired as a driver in 1904 whenAtrgenta Fire Department was first
founded. John Duckworth would have become ChiéfPia7, if Powers ended his term then.

TheArkansas Democrat reported on April 11, 1911 that Tom Exum wouldrfia@n as
Fire Chief.” (A new administration took office.) &lGazette of April 13, 1915 again stated
that Tom Exum would be the N.L.R.F.D. Chief. CHiefum served until April 10, 1917.
Tom P. Exum began his term as Chief in 1909, adegri his obituary.
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August H. Dancy — Argenta/Nortittle Rock Firefighter: August Dancy saw
the Department first with horse drawn apps. He was a driver of the first motorize

pumper. He was deemed a hero for his esscu
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CHAPTER 2:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1917-1924
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(Permission for photo: James and Barbara Humbtezidked by Captain Jim Dancy; retouched by LeelClar
1917 American LaFrance Pumper: The First MotorizedApparatus of the Argenta/ N.L.R.F.D.
This photo must have been made after a huge snowside snow is almost axle deep to the 1917 Araaric
LaFrance pumper. Tire chains are visible on tlae wéheels. Evidently Argenta was still the namewf city at
this point, since the firemen's helmets are insdhivith "A.F.D." March 1917 marked the point atieth
Argenta officially became North Little Rock. Thesli motorized fire apparatus to arrive in the bigg a pump
with a maximum output of 350 gallons per minute.

On October 3, 1916 The Argenta City Councigeal Ordinance Number 403. This

ordinance was to change fire fighting in Argentad(&lorth Little Rock) in a way from

which there would never be a return. OrdinancecfGBe City of Argenta stated that
“Horses were ... worn out. The season was approactinmege there will be much flammable
material.” The ordinance further stated that ‘temnfires” were soon to be in use. With all of
this wording (and more) as a “preamble,” it wasotea that a “Type 40, combination
chemical, hose car, equipped with a Junior Fire pPumas to be leased from the American
LaFrance Fire Truck Company. Total cash pricehefgumper would have been $5875.00.

23



The first payment of $500.00 for the Ameri¢af-rance Pumper was appropriated and
was to be paid on January 1, 1917. The first nmedrapparatus of the Argenta Fire
Department arrived in 1917. It had a 350 GPM puidprse-drawn hose wagons also
remained in service, for the time being.

\
!_

Above: Builder's Photo Plate Of The 1917 Americafrtance Pumper
(Photo with permission of L.R.F.D. Captain Bob Hdan)

The lettering on the hood of this historiefapparatus says "ARGENTA FIRE DEPT,"
since it was ordered before the Argenta's namecassged to North Little Rock. This
pumper must have brought incredible change to tteeFepartment. Assuming that streetg
made speed possible, firemen could get from thi@stto a fire in much less time. This first
motorized apparatus arrived in 1917. It had to beaad occasion.

The pumper pictured above was at the Main &iation until 1925. It was decided in the
later part of 1925 that the American LaFrance wadaldo back to the factory for a complete
overhaul to the tune of $6,000.00. The overhaukdng taking place in the Bass Brothers’
Garage, next door to the Fire Station. A mechawimfAmerican LaFrance supervised the
operation. A. H. "Red" Dancy gave an account amAnkansas Gazette many years later of
how the hose wagons (horse-drawn) and the motoappdratus raced to fires.

On April 10, 1917 Frank Collins became Chiefhe Argenta Fire Department. He served
as Chief until November 25, 191I8was during Chief Frank Collins’ tenure that Nottittle
Rock began the operating the Fire Department otwofFire Stations.

Ordinance 482 of North Little Rock, Arkansas,Argenta was now called, noted that land
at 18" and Pike had been given to the City by the Miss@acific Railroad. A Fire Station
was to be constructed at that location, and ainek (motorized) was to be purchased “for
not more than $800,” with one of the “present firggons” to be placed on the new truck.
The ordinance was enacted on November 12, 1917.

The Fire Station at f5and Pike Avenue cost $1,390 and was of brick cooson. The
Democrat reported on March 6, 1918 that the Fire Stati@' @nd Pike) was “finished,”
meaning that construction was complete. Diemnocrat of April 16, 1918 reported “New
Fire Truck Received.” The article reported thatloe preceding Tuesday morning Mr. Fred
Snyder had delivered the truck. Fred Snyder (&sed as Schneider) was a local
blacksmith.
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The Second Motorized Apparatus of the N.L.R.F.D: AL917-18 Vintage
Model T Ford In Front Of North Little Rock’s Second Fire Station
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(Photo with permission of James and Barbara HumBlgoto obtained from Captain (Ret.) Jim Dancy)
The second N.L.R.F.D. motorized apparatus was a omsual apparatus. The chassis
was a Model T Ford, which was originally Mayor Feite's car. A Smith-Form-A-Truck
Chassis was installed, and one of two original éairswn hose wagons of the Argenta Firge
Department was installed on top of the chassis.FifeeStation was the first at “1&nd Pike.

The Ford Model T hose wagon gave North LRReck two motorized fire trucks. The
time it took for a horse drawn hose wagon to coramf506 Main Street to the Baring Cross
community was greatly reduced. The Missouri Raétailroad and the citizens of what was
then the western part of North Little Rock had tifiee protection increased to a much
greater level. The first “sub station” in the Notiittle Rock Fire Department was apparently
closed sometime before 1925.

November 26, 1918 — April 19, 1919 markede€liohn Welch's tenure as Chief of the
North Little Rock Fire Chief. Joe Engleberger bmeaChief of the N.L.R.F.D. on April 10,
1919 and served until April 10, 1921.

F.O. Stettler served as Chief from April 1021 until April 10, 1923. The North Little
Rock City Administration, which took office on Apd0, 1921, listened to the pleas of the
North Little Rock Firefighters concerning their Worg conditions. Up to this time,
firefighterspractically lived at the fire station, since firefighters only hadif days off per
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month! The City Council approved a two-platoostsyn for the North Little Rock Fire
Department on or about June 1, 1921. By July 21 19heArkansas Gazette was reporting
that Mayor Gardner was predicting an extremely sliege of financial affairs for North Little
Rock. He predicted that the city would be in dirahcial straits in short order, if the extra
expense of the two-platoon system of the NortHd_Rock Fire Department was not
changed. Mayor Gardner first recommended going bma one-platoon system, but he later
stated that a one platoon system or reduction pemses to the level that was in place before
the two-platoon system was put in place would lmepizble.

The North Little Rock Firefighters respondkdttthey were in favor of keeping the two-
platoon system, even if it meant lower wages amnefdirefighters. The North Little Rock
City Council and the Firefighters agreed that a &Xfonth reduction in pay would take
place. Also, two Firefighters would be laid offhd N.L.R.F.D. then had eleven members,
including the Chief, instead of the thirteen thatl tbeen employed. Evidently the financial
crisis of the city was severe, since electricalkeos also had their wages reduced.

Alderman J.B. Ray was in favor of the Mayoriigg up one-fourth of his salary and
Aldermen giving up half of their compensation. Meagardner ruled motion as “OUT OF
ORDER,” since law fixed the salaries of the Mayod @&ldermen. At this same meeting,
$400.00 was approved for several small items oipegent for the Fire Department and four
new tires for “the fire engine.”

The July 30, 192Arkansas Gazette stated that the N.L.R.F.D. had received an alarm o
July 29, 1921 to 119 West ¥Btreet. A Missouri Pacific Lines train had heftthe fire
company responding from Central between six andrsevinutes under the Main Street
Viaduct. The Main Street Viaduct was in an alamgystate of repair, and heavy vehicles
were not allowed to travel on it. Heavy vehiclesl o take their chances crossing the tracks
at a grade level crossing. The Main Street Viasad rebuilt in 1927, and that bridge still
stands. The house had burned down when the fitefiglirom Central arrived. The “small
Ford engine” (the Model T Hose Wagon) quit runniredore it reached the fire scene.

August 2, 1921 saw a huge fire erupt at 60inNBareet. This was the home of Mechanics
Lumber Company. The loss was estimated to be leet$60,000 and $100,000. Soon the
North Little Rock Fire Department realized thanfercements were needed, and Little Rock
was called for help. Company 8 of the L.R.F.D. cagfed. Fire Underwriters’ Reports of the
era indicate that Company 8 was a hose compangth&ncall was made for Little Rock to
send Company 1, which was a 1,000 GPM pumper. Coynpaf the L.R.F.D. along with
L.R. Co. 8 and the N.L.R.F.D. finally subdued thie.fThe Little Rock American LaFrance
1000 GPM pumper, and North Little Rock’s 350 GPMnmer “almost drained the water
mains dry,” until the water main for Camp Pike wdagerted to the city.

It seems that the pumping station in NorthleiRock had been unused for some months
then. Since this action, Chief Stettler said thatewpressure in North Little Rock had been
“very poor.” Chief Stettler stated that pressurd haen 100 to 120 PSI before the artesian
wells had been shut down. This left North LittledR@ependent on water pressure from
Little Rock. Pressure was about 20 PSI during ittee f

April 10, 1923 was the date on which Roy Nishbecame Chief of the North Little Rock
F. D. He would serve until January 1, 1947. Thes & tenure of well over 23 years!
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CHAPTER 3:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1925-1934
—
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The Third Motorized Apparatus of the N.L.R.F.D.925 Dodge-Foamite/Childs Pumper
(Photo With permission of N.L.R.F.D. and Chief MeCall. Photo Edited from the
original.) Pictured: Capt. Henry Gray, R.J. Gosd AhRoberts

In late May or early June of 1925, this 1$2@amite/Childs pumper on a Dodge chassis
arrived at the North Little Rock Fire DepartmenhieTlcoal oil lantern just behind the right
front fender looks identical to those on the hats@an hose wagons. The bell, located in
front of the toolbox, served as the warning dewden this apparatus initially arrived, it
was stationed at Central Station.

Upon the arrival of the Dodge truck, the 19&France was completely overhauled. The
Dodge Foamite/Childs only stayed at Central Stdibora few months. A “huge” 750-gallon
per minute pumper was ordered from The Seagravpdtation in September 1925. Much
consideration and thought was given to the desighi® apparatus. The City Council
approved the apparatus in July 1925. Ordinanceo? #ie North Little Rock City Council
had authorized spending not more than $13,080108 fiew pumping engine for the fire
department.

An event took place before the new Seagraparapus arrived that changed the
philosophy of fire suppression in North Little Rackever. The North Little Rock City
Council voted on the evening of September 8, 1825stablish a Fire Station in the east
section of North Little Rock near the 2300 blockaaist Third Street (now East Broadway).

It was also decided to remodel the Fire StatictB8tand Pike and reopen this Fire Station as
well. It seems this station had been closed at quoirg after it opened in 1918, and the Ford
Model T had returned to Central Station.

Things had not looked better for the NorthleiRock Fire Department in a long time!
The following events had all taken place very rélgeithere were to be three North Little
Rock Fire Stations for the first time in the histof the city. A new 750 GPM Seagrave was
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on order. A 1925 Dodge Foamite/Childs 300 GPM Purhgd arrived just a few months
ago. The 350 GPM 1917 American LaFrance was raug&icomplete overhaul at the Bass
Brothers’ Garage in North Little Rock. The old Fdiddel T hose wagon was to be kept for
emergencies. At some point, a chemical tank had bdded to the Ford Model T, because
this fact was noted in the 1931 Insurance Undeevg’itReport for North Little Rock. A
reserve apparatus was in place almost 80 yearsetbiis book was written!

City officials must have left the Septembefl 825 City Council Meeting feeling a sense
of pride and accomplishment in view of the hug@stihey had voted to take that night in
terms of fire protection for their city. That wakto change in a matter of hours. About
4:45 a.m. on the morning of September 9, 1925ganrfas discovered at North Little Rock
High School on West Fourth Street. The blaze redutt damage of $100,000 to the
structure. North Little Rock High School had besaid to be completely “fire-proof.” The
results of the most devastating fire to ever hittNd.ittle Rock to this point certainly proved
this theory to be false. The building was completistroyed. The fire was thought to have
started with the spontaneous combustion of cheminahe chemistry lab on the third floor.

Water pressure was said to barely reach tt@nsefloor. Fire fighting apparatus was
deemed to be “totally inadequate” by the SepterBb&B25Arkansas Democrat. North
Little Rock only had available the 1925 Dodge-Fdafhilds and the Ford Model T. The
1917 American LaFrance was being overhauled. ThdgBavas the only North Little Rock
fire truck available, which had a pump, and thiswe800 GPM pump. Little Rock was
called for help. Engines 2 and 8 from Little Roekponded along with the Little Rock
Aerial Company. Efforts were made to increase wattessure at the North Little Rock
Water Treatment Plant. The Mechanics Lumber Compiempf 1921 certainly should
have made the extremely serious consequences ofidder pressure very evident.

Every newspaper article concerning this firelemmmention of the heroic efforts of the
North Little Rock Firemen. They were just were @betely without two major needs at
any fire: An adequate water supply and adequatarapys for fighting the fire. Discussions
for arranging for adequate water with plenty ofgstee to be brought across the Arkansas
River from Little Rock began soon after the Septenth 1925 fire at North Little Rock
High School. The 1923 Little Rock Insurance Undé&evs’ Report indicates that water was
piped across the Arkansas River all the way to CRikp. This had been discontinued after
World War | was over. Evidently a bridge, which thater main to North Little Rock was
attached to, had been torn down.

On October 27, 1925 tiekansas Democrat reported that work had begun on remodeling
the 18" and Pike Fire Station. A “number” designationthe station was never indicated
until the city had three fire stations. When thie Btation at 15 and Pike reopened in early
December 1925, the 1925 Dodge was assigned appheatus at the West Side Station.
(The station at and Pike was referred to as the West Side Statitine 15' and Pike
Station inArkansas Democrat andArkansas Gazette articles dating from this time.)

December 1, 1925 marked the arrival of the @B0 Seagrave pumper at the N.L.R.F.D.
It received its final test on December 8, 1925 sunghassed all of Seagrave’s claims. Little
Rock Fire Chief Charles Haeffer was in attendani¢beaacceptance test, as was Little
Rock’s mayor.
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Thanks to Mrs. Ruth Farris for this photo and tlattkMrs. Bernice Springer for her
assistance in obtaining it. AbovEhe first North Little Rock Fire Station in eastern
North Little Rock , which opened on October 24, 1925. The 1917 Ararri@France was
assigned as the pumper at the station. The fit@staas in a rented building on East Third
the Prioleau Building. This building was in eithlibe 2100 or 2200 block of East Third.
John Snow, Tom Farris and Tom L. Exum are idermtiéie the crew of Company 2.

October 1925 also saw the Arkansaw Water Cogpy@aprivate water company which
supplied Little Rock’s water at the time, and Ndttile Rock come to an agreement on
plans that would see water piped across the ArlsaRsger via the Broadway Bridge in a
sixteen inch pipe.

The December 1, 1925 arrival of the Seagr&eGPM Pumper was talked about for
days in advance in thirkansas Gazette andArkansas Democrat. It was “advertised” almost
like a circus was coming to town. The acceptansevi@s publicized equally well. Needless
to say, the new 1925 Seagrave 750 GPM pumper p#sseelst with flying colors. It
pumped for ten hours straight, delivering up to@@PM, an amount that more than
doubled what the two existing North Little Rock paens could produce!

The Seagrave was now assigned to CentrabStaind the '25 Dodge was sent to the
station at 18 and Pike, which was now ready to reopen. The Ddsigdam pumper cost
$5,350.00 in1925. The '17 LaFrance at Station@@with the Dodge and the Seagrave
gave the N.L.R.F.D. a pumping capacity of 1400ayedIper minute!
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Above: Original Fire Station on Pike Avenue at 18 Street- After it was reopened in
December 1925 (Photo with Permission of N.L.R.Fald Chief Joe McCall.) This station
was built in 1918 and torn down in late 1940 oihye#941. Capt. Henry Gray, R.J. Goss and
Al Roberts are in front of the Dodge. (Firefightéentified by Jim Dancy and Bob
Franklin.) The apparatus is the 1925 Dodge/Foafitids.

Above: Central Station as it Appeared In The EBxdys of Motorized Apparatus. (Photo
with permission of Jim Henry) Computer enhancenoétihe photo indicates the '25
Seagrave is the pumper in the picture. Capt. (Reh)Dancy identified the men as: (L-R)
Tom Crumley, Gaston McClain, Frank Neeley, Mr Ro@erOwens, John Neal, Raymond
Nichols, August H. Dancy (Jim Dancy'’s father) andeZ Tom "Red" Welch.
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1925 Seagrave 750 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo with permission of the North Little Rocké&iDepartment and Chief Joe McCall. Note: Sevetagrot
copies of this photo exist, which have been gersyalonated to the author.)

Another copy of this old photo, owned by a membeahefYoungblood family, identifies the
firemen as: Pictured above: August Dancy, Charlesngblood, Raymond Nichols,
Raymond Henson, George McCain and Earl Eller. Nwdéethe front door of Central had
been remodeled and widened by the time this phatomade.

The Seagrave pumper pictured above cost $13,080 T8PR5. Its much-heralded arrival
was said to be certain to lower fire insurancesrateéNorth Little Rock. The acceptance test
of the 1925 Seagrave attracted a large numberagfipeincluding news media of the area.

The North Little Rock Fire Department now Hadr fire trucks on its roster, including a
standby truck, which was the Ford Model T hose wadgills paid by the North Little Rock
City Council each month no longer included feedHorses and services for fire horses being
shoed. Such entries on official City Council Miesitactually ceased about 1919.

Ordinance 732 authorized the North Little Réale Department to have twenty-eight
firemen! This represented the most firefighterg tha city had employed to this date.
This ordinance was evidently the subject of a Dawmataarticle described on Page 33.
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1925 Seagrave 750 GPM Pumper of the
N.L.R.F.D. In Front of Arkadelphia Milling Compar{i{.L.R.)

e A Al i
(Plcture by Permission from L R. F D Captaln Bohrﬁ«hn) The pride of these North L|ttle Roc
Firefighters is evident. A 750 GPM Pumper was sestimething to be proud of in those days. The
pumper had a dual ignition system with two spatlgplfor each cylinder.

This photo was made with the Arkadelphia Feed Mithe background. The caption on the
building was: "We Never Sleep." This pumper waght hand drive vehicle. Hard suction
hoses and the pump controls were also on the mayhd side of the pumper. Payments for
this pumper were spread out over a few years tblerhe city to pay for it. The last
payment was made in 1928.

Above: The '25 Seagrave on Main Street in fron©@fens: Driver: AugusDancy; Seated: John Welch.
Standing: Tom Crumley, Gaston McClain and Ray NishPhoto from N.L.R.F.D. Capt. (Ret.) Jim Dancy
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July 30, 1925 marked a report from Ar&ansas Democrat concerning the hiring of
additional firefighters for North Little Rock. Fivedditional men were added to the North
Little Rock Fire Department, making it “one of thest fire fighting forces of any city of its
size in the state.” The five men to be hired gsila firemen were Tom Crumley, Will
Walker, Sid Gaylor, Lawrence Williams and Wood Pemn. It seems that Pemberton had
been an “extra” fireman for some time.

September 4, 1929 marked the first Fire Chieghicle in North Little Rock. The car for
Chief Roy Nichols was said to be a “Chevrolet Runabby theArkansas Gazette. The car
was painted “brilliant red” and was to “be equippdgth a siren” TheGazette stated that
Chief Nichols had used streetcars to travel framian to station up until this point. The
chief had also utilized streetcars to make hisifispections. Mayor Lawhon said in the same
article that if a fire alarm came in while the Ohweas making inspections, he would be able
to get to the scene of the fire in much less tin@nthad been the case.

Company Number 4 was formed in 1929. Newspapeounts in September 1929 report
that Company 4 was formed and that it would haVgrass fire district” of its own. At the
time of its formation, Company 4 was to be manngérefighters from Company 1. The
Model T Ford was most likely the apparatus use@bmpany 4 for the first several months
of its existence.

The 1931 Fire Insurance Underwriters’ RepariNorth Little Rock listed a Whippet
truck placed in service in 1930 as a Hose Wagoma# used as a Reserve, except for fires
in the downtown area, when it ran with the pumperad Central. The Underwriters’ report
further stated that in “the past year” that the pplet had replaced the Ford Chemical and
Hose Wagon. (This was the Model T Ford, that odtijnwas at 1% and Pike.)

More research and study has taken place owtiippet Hose Wagon than in the case of
any other North Little Rock Fire Apparatus. No netof the purchase of this apparatus
were to be found in Fire Department records oritg Council Ordinances and Minutes. An
old North Little Rock Fire Department journal indted that the Whippet was a 1929 model
and stated that it went in service in August 19R@rth Little Rock City Council Ordinance
851 appropriated $1500.00 for purchase of a Whippéite Patrol Wagom August 1929.

The author of this book managed to purchak@34 Underwriters’ Report for North
Little Rock on Ebay. The Underwriters’ report sthtbat the Whippet went in service in the
N.L.R.F.D. in 1930. After reading newspaper accsuwfta fire apparatus to be sold when the
1939 Seagrave arrived, the real origin of the Weiegan to become obvious:

The August 25, 1928rkansas Democrat contains a photo of a new 1929 Whippet
“patrol” with the keys being presented to NLR Pel{chief Moore by Mayor Ross Lawhon.
The October 24, 1938rkansas Democrat stated that the delivery of a new Seagrave would
result in a fire apparatus which “was built frorpatrol wagon formerly used by the police
department” being retiredhe North Little Rock Whippet Police Patrol Wagorewt to the
Fire Department sometime in early 1930he top, which was made of canvas with wood
supports, was removed. Some modifications were rfadripports to hold a ladder on each
side.
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This all took place during the Great Depr@ssso the city of North Little Rock had to
make maximum use of each and every vehicle. Tdtfiscle had to be a great improvement
from the 1917-1918 vintage Model T Ford. The 1928iMdet was not finished serving the
City of North Little Rock after the Fire Departmesplaced it in 1939. It next went to the
North Little Rock Street Department!

Jim Dancy (retired N.L.R.F.D. Captain) rememngthe Whippet running out of the back
door of Old Central Station. The only known photfdhe 1929 Whippet Hose Wagon was
in the panoramic photograph made of the entireRIFELD. in 1938. A portion of this photo
has been reproduced below. The full photo is shomvpage 12 of this book.
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1929 Whippet Hose Wagon of the N.L.R.F¢hoto is part of 1938 N.L.R.F.D.
Photo at the NLR History Commission. Thanks tada Taylor Smith.)

The Whippet was the second truck from theitethe 1938 photo. The truck was almost
completely covered by the firefighters standindramt of it. The spokes in the left front
wheel were visible, and this made it possible tewagine that this was a Whippet C101,
which was produced in 1929 and 1930. This was at@r4ruck with a six-cylinder engine
and a four-speed transmission. The '29 Whippehdik a deck gun on board and it had
ladders on both sides of the body. It is not knevinat the back of the truck looked like.
Arkansas Gazette andArkansas Democrat articles also document the fact that this hose
wagon responded to some grass fires while it waglivice.
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| A Whippet C101 edited with permission by the autlworeplicate the NLRFD Whippet. |
The photo above was edited with permissiondsyiputer software from the photo below.

Above: A Whippet C101 Commercial Truck in a Whipgeiles Brochure. Used with
permission of Greg Gumtow, Past President of thgpét Knight Overland Registry
Society. (www.wkor.org) This chassis was edited by computer software thighpermission
of Mr. Greg Gumtow to reflect the N.L.R. 1929 WhagbpThe NLR Whippet was an identical
vehicle when it arrived new for the North Little &oPolice Department.

December 9, 1929 saw a payment to Finley Tuseevice Company of Little Rock for
$3,062.50. This represented the cost of new fisetor the N.L.R.F.D. Ordinance 827
authorized 52 fire hydrants.

A fire destroyed the North Little Rock City age on Friday, February 14, 1930. $15,000
worth of City equipment was lost in the fire. Té$teucture, valued at $10,000 was also
deemed a total loss. Three North Little Rock Emmpanies responded to the blaze. Little
Rock was called for assistance, and two Little Riéic& Department Companies responded.

TheArkansas Democrat reported on February 4, 1930 that a loss of $Tbt&@
occurred in a fire on West Washington Avenue. Tinéings pictured were most likely in
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the block just west of Main Street. Fireman J.Bld@ell of Central Station pulled Leroy
Cook, a North Little Rock Firefighter, from a pibé fallen brick inside the burning building.
The greatest loss of that fire was to come in adays: Fireman LeRoy Cook of Company
One had died of his injuries, in spite of the hewfforts of J.P. Caldwell. (Caldwell later
became Chief of the Department on January 1, 1947.)

L.A. Williams, a North Little Rock fireman witCompany 3 at f5and Pike lived on
West Sixteenth Street with his wife and twelve @tgh. He became ill while on duty on the
Sunday proceeding March 26, 1931. He was taken hotmere he died on Sunday evening,
leaving his wife, seven sons and five daughters.

Although too much time has elapsed since Wieatefor any of the firemen at the station to
be interviewed, (Fireman Williams’ surviving chitr are in their 80’s now.) there are some
accounts that Williams had fought a fire earliatttiay. The newspaper account of “acute
indigestion” certainly seems to indicate a heaedkt It seems possible to the author of
this book that L. A. Williams may well have died inthe line of duty. It should be realized
that it is just not possible to make a determimatitier 70 years have elapsed.

May 11, 1932 founthe North Little Rock Times stating that all North Little Rock City
employees receiving a salary of more than $100vbéetl to accept at 10% cut in their
wages. This vote was in an effort to keep any egygadrom losing his or her job. (In
January 1936 the Firemen of North Little Rock restee a raise of $10 a month in wages.)

The Fire Underwriters’ Report of 1931 indezhthat the 1917 American LaFrance
Pumper at Station 2 did not have its pump testecklse the old apparatus was not in shape
to pump. The need for a new pumper for North ¢iRlock was evident. Ordinance Number
944 of the North Little Rock City Council authorizéhe expenditure of $11, 300 for the
purchase of a new fire engine. The truck was toeclom the Mack International Motor
Truck Corporation. The Underwriters had recommen@placing the 1917 American
LaFrance with a new pumper. The underwriters furtuggested that the LaFrance be
overhauled and placed in reserve at Central. Ittv&isive 1000 feet of 3-inch hose on its
hosebed as a reserve. There is no indicatioritirat917 LaFrance was ever a reserve.

The original old wheels and tires on the dldFrance” were even replaced with “high
pressure tires and rims” at a cost of $471.62.amte 904 granted the authority to Guenter
Goodyear of North Little Rock for performing thiowk. In spite of all the repairs and
upgrades that were made to the 1917 American LaErame thing was obvious: Its days in
“front line fire service” in North Little Rock wereearing an end.
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1933 Mack 750 GPM Pumper of the
North Little Rock Fire Department
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Picture used with permission of the N.L.R.F.D. &tdef Joe McCall |

This Mack pumper, pictured above, was orderedtan1832 and arrived in February
1933. It cost some $11,000. The pumper went inigeat Station 2. The 1917 American La
France was nearly worn out by now. The ‘33 Mack wa@$0 GPM pumper, and evidently
had a powerful engine. The firefighters at Old itaP must have experienced a huge
change when this became their apparatus.

One of the big selling points of this new penwas that it was identical, or nearly
identical to the latest fire pumper purchased leyGity of Little Rock. The Mack remained
in the N.L.R.F.D. until the early 1950's. It wasr@gular service until 1947. When Station 4
opened in 1949, this pumper was again placed umaegervice at Station 2 until 1951.

The Great Depression was making itself fetbalghout the Nation by this time. This
would be the last pumper purchased until 1936.mMAam concern now was preserving jobs
within the department and the entire city. Anothemper with this large of a pumping
capacity (750 GPM) would not be purchased agaitheyN.L.R.F.D. until 1947.
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CHAPTER 4.
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1935-1944

Friday, May 3, 1935 founthe North Little Rock Times reporting that in an effort to
balance the City Budget, the pay of all firemeniad@d been reduced. Hosemen lost $10 a
month; drivers lost $5 a month; captains lost $h@oath. The effects of the Great
Depression were still being felt!

The August 30, 193Sorth Little Rock Times stated that North Little Rock was to build a
new fire station in Eastern North Little Rock. Uptil this point, the fire station in the
eastern part of the city had been in a rented imgldThe first station in eastern North Little
Rock was in the Prioleau Building. The stationfaiesome point moved to 2306 East Third
(Broadway) in a building rented from J.M. Branckvdllots were evidently purchased in the
1300 block of East Broadway. There are no recordouments that show a fire station was
ever built at this location. The 1931 Fire Undetevs’ Report indicated that Company 2 in
North Little Rock was operating in a “concrete ldilding” at Third and Beech Streets.
This is the 1300 block of present day East Broagwayhis may mark one additional
location that Company 2 of the N.L.R.F.D. occupredhany rented buildings.

There are a few stories told that North LiRleck Fire Station 2 was on Washington
Avenue for a time in a location close to Hubble &ahHome. Jim Dancy recalls, when he
was a small boy, that Company 2 operated out obtileing on the southwest corner of
Washington and Beech, across the street from Hubbteral Home.

1936 Ford/ Seagrave 500 GPM Pumper of the
North Little Rock Fire Department

(Picture with permission of L.R.F.D. Captain Bold#nanklin) Jude Smith, John Finn, R.J.Goss, "DocihZi
Captain "Doc" House and Henry Gray; Chief Roy Nishstanding in front of the pumper.

38



The 1925 Dodge Foamite/Childs was in deed of replacement. Repair records
indicate that it was constantly in need of reparsvheel even came off while the truck was
responding to an alarm on August 5, 1929. “Doc” $&3tise driver of Company 3, was
credited with averting a much more serious accidente of the crew was thrown from the
truck, as it was. A new pumper for Company 3 wasded. Ordinance 1100 on September
27, 1938 authorized selling one 1927 Dodge Firerenfpbviously the '25 Dodge) for not
less than $200.00. Obviously, the pumper was caedglerorn out by 1938.

A 1936 Ford/ Seagrave pumper was purchasedtine Whitney Harb Ford Dealership in
North Little Rock for $ 3,650.00 to replace the 3320dge. Ordinance 1035 of the North
Little Rock City Council on November 28, 1936 authed this pumper. Since this pumper
still made runs as a reserve in the late 1950swas a tremendous value for the dollar.
This pumper was delivered as a Seagrave pumpingnrkord chassis with the motor
number 18-3308336. The 1936 Ford/Seagrave ha@ &80/ pump, a V-8 engine, and
apparently was the first pumper to come equippeah ihe factory with a booster water tank.

The '36 Ford/ Seagrave first was sent to tke Rvenue Station. It stayed there until late
1947 or early 1948, when a new 1947 American Ladgdook its place. Newspapers show
accounts of this being the truck that responddads in Park Hill from Central.

There is also a picture in a 1949 newspaysrdiows the '36 Ford in service at the Levy
Station, so evidently at some point it was in senas Company 6 after the two 1947
American LaFrance pumpers arrived in late 1947.

There was a problem with the '36 Ford not stgrivhen it was at Levy. Rough roads
were attributed to many of its problems, and righgfso. Jeff Monroe now owns this truck.
It is the oldest known surviving North Little RoEkre Apparatus. This pumper was a reserve
in the N.L.R.F.D. when the 1963 Fire UnderwriteepBrt was issued. The other reserve
listed on the 1963 Report was the 1939 Seagrave.

The first request for an aerial truck recordex in January 1936. Chief Roy Nichols told
the North Little Rock City Council that $22,000.00new equipment was needed for the
North Little Rock Fire Departmenithe North Little Rock Times went on to report that Chief
Nichols requested $12,000 for a new ladder truakirty the two lots behind the NLR Fire
Station at 1% and Pike so that the station could be enlargedtagurchase of more hose.
Chief Nichols also felt that additional equipmergsmneeded for a truck already in service
(the truck was not described), and he wanted a ‘imese truck.” This, undoubtedly, was to
replace the 1929 Whippet.

The North Little Rock Times gave an account of the Fire Underwriters’ Repsstied for
North Little Rock, Arkansas on Friday, November 2938. The leadership of the North
Little Rock Fire Department was commended; howether addition of an assistant chief and
additional firemen were strongly recommended. ih@erwriters recommended that at least
four firefighters be on duty with each companylatimes. At least one officer should be on
duty at all times with each company, according®Fire Underwriters’ Report.

It was recommended that a “new ladder comengstablished at headquarters, equipped
with a junior type aerial ladder” and a 750 GPM purhe proposed aerial truck was also to
have a booster water tank. The City of North LiRleck would not order an aerial truck until
1945. The “old pumper at headquarters” (this wasli925 Seagrave) was recommended to
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be overhauled, repainted, to have a turret norieek(gun) added, and to have a booster tank
installed. At the time of this report, Engine Comigs 1,2 and 3 were still operating. Hose
Company 4 was also at Central, with Engine Comgdarmyose Company 4 was operating on
the Whippet. A final recommendation of the Undeétevs: That Hose Company 4 should be
changed to an Engine Company. An apparatus witaat a 750 GPM pump and a booster
tank was recommended.

1939 Seagrave 500 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Captain (Réim Dancy)

This 1939 Seagrave Custom Pumper, which was orderady 1939, and was delivered
to the N.L.R.F.D. in the fall of 1939, was the fi@élosed Cab Apparatus of the Department.
It was thought to be the first such fire apparatube state. The '39 Seagrave had a 500
GPM pump, a 150-gallon booster tank and a splietesl. The space in the middle of the
hose bed was a passage to the rear seat, whefgdédighters could sit. An additional three
firefighters could sit in the front seat of the cdbe apparatus boasted a 150 horsepower
engine!

Ordinance number 1199 authorized the purcbades pumper. This pumper cost

$7,275.00. Since this pumper was from all reparss €losed cab fire apparatus in the State
of Arkansas, a new era in fire apparatus in Arkarmsd begun!
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1939 Seagrave 500 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R. F.D.

Photo used with permission of the North Little Ro&R Fire Dept. Joe McCall, Chief

The fact that all firefighters could be seatedlmway to a fire in an enclosed cab was a
major selling point in its purchase. Many typediief apparatus were studied before this
pumper was purchased. The new '39 Seagrave w@dritval Station as the "first-due”
Engine Company. The Company Designation of "4"hengdide of the driver's side door is
accurate (page 40), because the truck replacdaebyA39 Seagrave was Hose Company 4.
The 1938 Insurance Underwriters' Report had recamlext replacing Hose Company 4 with
an Engine Company, and the purchase of the new $8388rave evidently fulfilled that
recommendation.

The 1925 Seagrave remained at Central as @wyriph Keep in mind, that in 1917, just
22 years before the 1939 Seagrave was deliverefigfiters in North Little Rock were still
riding horse-drawn hose wagons to fires! The 198&8ave pumper of the North Little
Rock Fire Department remained in the departmenk dunte 1976. Three new 1976
International/ American LaFrance pumpers were tiwv@ain about two months. The 1939
Seagrave, the 1951 Ford/Seagrave and the 1963\agpneer rescue were all sold at
auction. Dr. Gary Wallis, a veterinarian, purchaexl’'39 Seagrave.
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A View of the '39 Seagrave At Work

y Fry £l T § ¥ ﬁ-k o ¥ = .
(Photo with permission of William (Bill) Treadway)

By the time this photo was taken, the 1988dsave pumper had been numbered as
"Company 8," which indicated that it was a resgaumper at this point. A regular assigned
pumper was out of service at this fire and thena8 filling in, or reinforcements had been
called for in terms of reserve engines, off dutyniretc.

Also, the old pumper had received a paintggihis time. The new paint covered the
original chrome spokes in the radiator grill. Tdhesed cab on this pumper cost $500.00
extra when the pumper was ordered.

The bell mounted on the right side of the hgdst behind the hood, was certainly a
holdover from the days of horse-drawn apparatusarge, bright, shiny silver bell was
found on many motorized fire engines in North EitRock as late as the American LaFrance
pumper that arrived in 1959.

When the 1939 Seagrave pictured above wassemt alarm, the only way to call for
reinforcements was to find a telephone or to asikizen to call for reinforcements. Two-
way radio equipment was not to come to the Norttld.lRock Fire Department until 1951.
Ordinance 2040 evidently authorized the purchaseaidile radio equipment from Motorola,
Inc. for $504.90. By 1957, all fire apparatus iorti Little Rock carried two-way radios.
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Second Fire Station at 15" & Pike - Built in Early 1941

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The fire apparatus in the picture is the 18&%rican LaFrance 1000 GPM pumper of the
N.L.R.F.D. It spent most of its years in servic&tdtion 3. It is now the Parade Pumper o
the North Little Rock Fire Department.

In 1940, Federal money was secured for constructi@inew Fire Station at 5nd
Pike Avenue. The North Little Rock Fire Statiosdted at 18 and Pike at the time was the
original fire station, which was built in 1918, amds deemed “unfit for human habitation.”
The original station was torn down and the stagimtured above was built. It remained as
Station 3 until the property was bought by Urbamé¥eal. Station 3 moved to %nd
Schaer in 1979.

During the time that the second Fire Station &t 45d Pike was under construction and
the original Fire Station at I5and Pike had been torn down, one would have tmasshat
Company 3 operated out of Station 1, which wastagon at 506 Main Street.
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CHAPTER 5:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1945-1954

1942 Ford/American LaFrance Pumper of the
North Little Rock Fire Department

Permission to use photo granted by Frank Felloepuly Managing Editor-Ark. Democrat-Gazetté

Please keep in mind that apparatus in thik lmpresented in the order in which it
arrived at the North Little Rock Fire Departmert far as historical documents have allowed
accuracy. How did a 1942 Ford/American LaFranamager make its appearance in the
Department during 19467? In order to answer thistome, it is necessary to explain the
events that were taking place in North Little Reakce the end of World War II. The city of
Levy, Arkansas had been requesting to be annexedNiorth Little Rock for quite some
time. An election was held for the purpose of gton the question of Levy, Arkansas
becoming part of North Little Rock, Arkansas on ety 28, 1946. The vote was
overwhelming in both cities in favor of the anneaat Levy, effective in thirty days, would
be a part of North Little Rock!
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In the General Election held on April 2, 198&rth Little Rock voters again voted on an
annexation. This proposal before voters now washi® Park Hill Community, the area
known as Vestal's Addition and the Rose City aletoacome into the City of North Little
Rock. The vote was overwhelmingly in favor of Hrenexation, as it was in the Levy
annexation. North Little Rock, according to the tHdrittle Rock Times, would gain about
12,000 — 14,000 residents with the annexationk Ralralone had about 3,500 residents.

With the annexation of all of this area, Ndktttile Rock would obviously be responsible
for providing City Services, including fire protem to all of the newly annexed areas. The
North Little Rock Fire Department officially beganoviding fire protection to the Park Hill
area on August 1, 1946.

(Photo used will permission of Bill Treadway)

Above: A view of the Ford/American LaRce pumper which North Little Rock
“inherited” upon the annexation of the Park Hilll@munity in 1946. North Little Rock
also inherited the remaining debt owed on the PaitiEire Station and the pumper picture
above. This particular picture was made at theoboof “Snake Hill,” which was on
Avondale Road. Avondale is now called Fairway Awen

o

The two 1947 American LaFrance 750 GPM Pumpers tveirgg tested upon their
arrival in North Little Rock when the photo abovasamade.
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There had been a meeting on Friday, JulyL926 with the Park Hill Fire
Commissioners and the North Little Rock Mayor, Gityorney and Fire Chief. The
fate of the present Park Hill Firefighters was éodiscussed. The Park Hill Fire Chief was
John Wade. There were four additional Park Hilefighters, according to th&rkansas
Democrat. TheArkansas Gazette indicated in an article on August 1, 1946 thatPlaek Hill
firefighters would have to take an examinationrider to be North Little Rock Firefighters.
This article also stated that three Park Hill Fglefers had been “removed” after Park Hill
became part of North Little Rock.

Upon the annexation of the Park Hill area948, the Park Hill Fire Department, its fire
station and pumper became the property of theofilyorth Little Rock. The remaining debt
on the fire station and pumper also became thditiabf North Little Rock. The 1942 Ford/
American LaFrance spent its entire life at the RitkStation. The 1957 Underwriters
report recommended replacing this pumper, sinaa# deemed to small for the job.

The Park Hill Station, upon being annexedlitoth Little Rock was known as Station 5.
The 1947 Fire Underwriters’ Report showed the Féllkpumper as Company 7. The
Seagrave Aerial Truck was Company 5 and the Levggeun was Company 6, according to
this report. At some point in the early 1950 &erial truck was changed to Company 1A,
and the Park Hill Pumper (and station) became CompaThe exact order in which the
renumbering of these companies took place is mtaioe One has to wonder if there was a
Company 5, which was a pumper, and a Company T hakas the aerial company for a
brief period of time.

The North Little Rock City Council on Augug$,21946 approved twelve additional
firemen for North Little Rock. Some of the newefinen were to operate the Levy Fire
Station, while others were to man a “truck on ord@rhis was the Seagrave ladder truck.)
One was to be an “emergency fireman.”

If Park Hill was to have “official” North Litd Rock fire protection Levy expected the
same! Where would a North Little Rock Fire Statimnlocated in Levy? The decision was
to remodel the former Levy City Hall and convelinito a fire station. A door had to be
added for a pumper to be parked inside the buildi@gtober 17, 1946, according to the
Arkansas Gazette, marked the opening of the Levy Fire Station.dsvio be known as
“Number 6 Fire Station.” Captains J.A. Smith and.R50ss would be the two captains
of the new North Little Rock Fire Station in Levy.
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(Photo used with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battal©nief Lee Wilkins)
Above: A view of the Fire Station that became péithe N.L.R.F.D. upon the annexation
of Park Hill. The Park Hill Fire Station was omgilly built in 1938. The Park Hill Fire
Department did not have a pumper until 1944, aéogrtb newspaper articles. The Park Hill
F.D. began operating after its pumper arrived. gihato above was made about 1970.

Below: The First Station 2 at 2301 East BroadwayThe building was the first Fire Statio
2 owned by N.L.R. It was purchased in 1946 and ¢lmwwn in 1954.

=]

Thanks tdFrank Fellone, Depty Managing Editor of thérkansas Democrat Gaxzette for permission
to use this old photo from the December 10, 188nsas Demaocrat
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Original North Little Rock Fire Station 6 at 3600 Camp Robinson
Road — (Originally the Levy City Hall and Jail)

(Photo used with permission of Jim Roberts anch Mhlone)

What an incredible photo! The original Levyatsin is pictured here with firemen that
Jim Dancy identifies as Fred Malone (in driveratseith his son Tommy), John Neal
standing in front and R.J. "Doc" Goss behind N€abpt. Dancy noted the Captain's insignia
on "Doc" Goss's hat, along with the gold band G&ptain. This pumper was a borrowed
Corps of Engineers Pumper (note the insignia erhttod).North Little Rock first borrowed
two pumpers from Camp Robinson. When Camp Robinscalled these pumpers, the truck
pictured above staffed the Levy Station, until 947 American La France Pumpers arrived.
The above photo was made in 1947. The pumper lesientified as a Ford/Darley 500
GPM. The upper frame of the windshield was distugcbf Ford open-cab pumpers. The “Y”
framework of the booster reel and the pump conoeain the driver’s side that is at an angle
are Darley trademarks. The gold “chrome” indicad®941 model.
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1947 Seagrave 65' Aerial Ladder Truck of the N.E.B.

" (Photo with per

Computer photo editing software shows thatl®&7 Seagrave ladder truck was still
number as "Company 5" in this photo. The firstaldadder truck of the N.L.R.F.D. was
ordered in May 1945. It was the last apparatusltmgtime Chief Roy Nichols ordered
before his retirement. The Seagrave aerial truckesd at the N.L.R.F.D. in February 1947.
The invoice for this truck from the Seagrave Cogpion is dated January 31, 1947. The
invoice shows the '47 Seagrave aerial truck's Isauimber to be C-7225. An employee of
Seagrave believes the truck to be a 1947, evemgkhivsimanufacture began in 1946.

This apparatus was designated as "Comparbhesause at the time the ladder truck was
ordered, the N.L.R.F.D. had only four other companMore firefighters were hired to man
the new aerial truck. They received training frdma Little Rock Fire Department before the
new truck arrived.
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1947 Seagrave 65' Aerial Ladder Truck of the
N.L.R.F.D. In Front of Central Station

N

(Photo By Lee Clark)

In this photo of the 1947 Seagrave Aerial Kruchad long since be designated as
"Company 1A." This apparatus had a 250 GPM puntpaal50-gallon booster tank. It
even saw service fighting grass fires, when otberganies were already on a run. The
truck carried a large life net, which is visible i right rear of the truck. Also, a very large
spotlight was carried on the left running boardofating-beacon type light had been
installed on the roof of the aerial truck by tirhéstphoto was taken circa 1977.

The '47 stayed in service until August 198Bewthe '81 American La France 100' aerial
truck arrived. It remained in the department assanve aerial truck until 1985, at which time
it was sold at a public auction. Glover's TruckeSdbought the Seagrave at the auction. It
remained on their lot, which was on East Broadwdhetime, for quite a while.

On January 1, 1947 a new era in the NortthelRbck Fire Department began. Chief
Roy Nichols retired on December 31, 1946. J.WtéP€aldwell took the reins of the North
Little Rock Fire Department as Chief on January47. Roy Nichols was Chief for over
23 years! The 1931 Fire Underwriters’ Report stdkeat Chief Nichols had served two
years with the North Little Rock Fire Departmentdse he became Chief.
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Above: NLRFD Capt. Charlie Youngblood, Driver Ge®i@ibbs and Hoseman Z.D.
Williford. The first aerial ladder truck of the NIEFD - A Seagrave 65' Aerial, delivered in
February 1947. Thanks to Ida Jane Ueckman, daugh@apt. C.A. Youngblood, for
permission to use this historic photo and the dgindtoric photo directly below. Thanks to
Capt. (Ret.) Jim Dancy for obtaining these photos.
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permission of Bill Treadway)

(Photo used wit

The North Little Rock Times reported that on the morning of May 30, 1947, ath6:30
A.M. a fire broke out at the North Little Rock E&Club. The building was located at Third
and Poplar Street$he Times stated that five North Little Rock Fire Companiesponded to
the blaze. Two Little Rock Fire Department Comparakso responded.

The size of the crowd gathered here indichtespectacular nature of the fire. Monetary
damage from this fire was estimated to be betw@&&n090 and $90,000. If one looks
closely at the photo above, the 1933 Mack pumpénefNorth Little Rock Fire Department
is visible. It is parked near Third (Broadway) avidple, heading toward the fire scene.

A mortgage burning ceremony was to be hetda€&lk’s Club on May 31, 1947.
Strangely enough, the same building had been ghtteshother early morning fire on
May 8,1943. Two North Little Rock Firefighters veanjured in the course of this fire.
Captain R.A. Hensen and Hoseman E.W. (Bill) Morfdreth suffered injuries.
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(Phto used with permisson of Bill Treadway)

The 1947 North Little Rock Elk’s Club Fireshown from a different view in the photo
above. The extent of damage is obvious from logpkitthe wall. Close inspection of the
photo will reveal that two aerial ladder compami&se operating at this fire. North Little
Rock’s Seagrave aerial truck is visible in the twtteft of the photo. The other aerial truck
is a Little Rock Fire Department open top Ameritafrrance. The identity of the second
aerial truck was made through another photo ofitee

The automobile in the bottom of the photograpiie 1941 Ford Coupe, which was the
Chief’s car described in the 1947 Insurance Undésve’ Report of the North Little Rock
Fire Department. Chief J.W. Caldwell is standiggte driver’s side door of the Chief's
car. The 41 Ford was said to be solid black.
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1947 American LaFrance Pumpers of the N.L.R.F.D.
(Two ldentical Pumpers Purchased at the Same Time)
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(Photo with permiésion of Bill Treédway) -
Pictured above are the two 1947 American LaFrancepers at their acceptance test. The
engine on the right is the 1942 Ford from the R4ilkStation.

With the annexation of Park Hill and Levy 846, the North Little Rock Fire
Department found itself with a critical shortagéficg trucks. There were not enough
pumpers to assign one to each North Little Rock Biiation. The two pumpers borrowed
from Camp Robinson had been recalled. A “resernvegar” was deemed not in good
enough repair to be in regular service. (This reseumper had to be the '25 Seagrave.)

The July 24, 194North Little Rock Times reported that the Levy Fire Station would
receive a truck. Evidently the Levy Station washwiit a fire engine for a period of days.
The pumper borrowed from the Corps of EngineefRuilsa (photo by Old Station 6) was
obviously not a permanent solution. The purchdskeotwo 1947 American LaFrance
pumpers gave North Little Rock sufficient fire apgdas for the time being.
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1947 American LaFrance Pumper “A” of the N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo by Lee Clark) ("La France A")

Hot Springs had ordered two pumpers from AoariLaFrance in 1947. They were
refused upon delivery. Some former N.L.R. firefegys indicate that this was because the
pumpers had a closed cab instead of an open cab.

North Little Rock purchased both of these purafieom American LaFrance. American
LaFrance billed the city for the two pumpers in Baber 1947. The two pumpers together
were purchased for a bit more than $26,000.

Upon their arrival, one of these '47 AmeritanFrance pumpers was assigned to Central
Station. Computer photo editing software indicales the two pumpers were letters as "No.
3" and "No. 4" in the photo at their acceptance tegidently, the "First-Due" pumper at
Central was still Company 4 at this point. The oth& American La France originally went
to Station 3 on Pike Avenue.

For sake of discussion, the '47 LaFrancedhginally went to Central will be called "La
France A." The '47 LaFrance that originally wensStation 3 will be call "LaFrance B."
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(Photo used'vpthmlssmn of Mrs. Gretchen Splnelll)

“Blackie” was the famous mascot of the Park Hre Station. He is pictured above with
Bob VanTuyle. The dog came to Fire Station Numbejired. He was nursed back to
health by the firefighters. He made every run fanyyears, riding on top of the hose bed.
Ret. NLRFD Captain Jim Dancy remembers that Blawvloald disappear on the day that the
Sanitation Department made pickups in the neighdmathThe dog would come back to the

fire station that evening, exhausted.
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1947 American LaFrance Pumper “B” OF THE N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo by Lee Clark) (La France "B")

“La France "B" is pictured above. It was attiBta6 in the Mid 1970's as a reserve when
the photo (above) was taken. This pumper kept-ii2\éngine as long as it was owned by
the North Little Rock Fire Department.

In 1951, a new '51 Seagrave 1000 GPM pumpeedrat the N.L.R.F.D. and was
assigned to Central Station as Company 1. Thidtegsun La France "A" being moved from
Central to Station 2. In 1955 another new Seagt@@® GPM Custom arrived in North
Little Rock. The 1955 Seagrave was assigned as @ayrip at Central and the 1951
Seagrave was moved to Station 2. 1947 Americandrederpumper "A" was moved from
Station 2 to Station 4 in Rose City. In 1971, Aroen LaFrance "A" was moved to Station 5
in Park Hill, when a 1971 Ford/ Boardman arrivethatN.L.R.F.D. and was sent to Station
2. The '55 Seagrave at Station 2 was assignecgmithper at Station 4 in Rose City.

"La France B" was originally dispatched to ®tat3 on Pike Avenue. At some point after

the Underwriters Report of 1963, it was swappedh wie 1959 American La France at
Station 5. This pumper (La France "B") stayechatRark Hill Station until 1971.
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Above: A photo of the 1947 American LaFrance puntpat was originally assigned to
Station 3. (LaFrance “B”) This photo is used wigrpission of Jeanneta Martin

This photo originally came from a Kodak Slidée photo shows excellent detail of the
pump panel. The top of the cab, from the windopsseems to be painted a different color

of red than the rest of the pumper. This differeinggaint is also very evident in an old film
of the N.L.R.F.D. made in the late 1940’s.

Original Fire Station 4 of the N.L.R.F.D.- Opened
in 1949. It was closed in 1992 as a Fire Station.

(Photo by Lee Clark in 1976)
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The original N.L.R. Fire Station 4 (bottompkvious page) still stands today at East
Broadway and Lynch Drive. It is currently a PoliBebstation for the City of North Little
Rock. The original Station 4 of the North Little ékoFire Department opened in 1949 to
protect the Rose City community, which was annewddorth Little Rock in 1946. The
first pumper to be assigned to Station 4 was 189 eagrave. Newspaper articles in 1949
told about the poor mechanical condition of theGLB8rd at Station 6. In these same articles,
it was also indicated that the 1933 Mack was tilervice at Station 2, since one alderman
stated that an older pumper (a 1932 or 1933) wihssservice in his ward on East
Broadway.

The 1939 Seagrave was either transferred 8tation 2 to Station 4 when Station 4
opened, or the 1939 Seagrave had remained at CentiteStation 4 was opened. More than
one retired North Little Rock firefighter membehnet39 Seagrave at Station 2, so the
scenario of the '39 being moved from Station 2 t@tiSn 4 in 1949 and the 1933 Mack
returning to service at Station 2 seems to be rmbaepossibility.

1951 Ford/Seagrave Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.

This photo is used with permission of Jeanneta ilart |
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Photo by Lee Clark in the summer of 1976

This 1951 Ford/Seagrave pumper arrived aNitr¢h Little Rock Fire Department in
1951. It was assigned to the Levy Station (Stajpwhere it spent its entire life as a "First
Line" pumper as Company 6. The pumper had a 500rgbooster tank and a 500 GPM

pump.

The arrival of this pumper and a 1951 Seagi®@® GPM Custom pumper a short while
later marked the first time in the history of thertt Little Rock Fire Department that all
"Front Line" fire apparatus had a closed cab!

This pumper became a reserve in 1966. It wiastedhe Runyan Acres F.D. at a public
auction in 1976. It sits in the lot of Kidd's Ggeain McAlmont today.

Above: Engine 6 (the 1951 Ford-Seagrave) in action.
Photo used with permission of Bill Treadway
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(Photo used Wlth permission of Bill Treadway)

1951 Seagrave Custom 1000 GPM Pumper N.L.R.F.D Incfion.

This photo was most likely made before 1955,
since the pumper was still numbered "Company Numbel."

The 1951 Seagrave Custom Pumper of the Nortle [Ribck Fire Department is pictured
above in what was evidently a major fire in Norittle Rock in the early 1950’s. This
pumper was the first 1000 GPM pumper purchasetidyorth Little Rock Fire
Department. It had a 150-gallon booster tank, asplinhose bed, as the 1939 Seagrave did.
It could carry seven firefighters to a fire, with geven firefighters seated in relative safety.

This must have been a hot summer day, sirecbdbd was raised to allow the engine to
stay as cool as possible. This 1951 Seagrave G&DO pumper came equipped with a V12
engine. The engine also had a dual ignition systeémeye each cylinder had two spark plugs.
There were two distributors on the engine, as well.

Seagrave Custom Pumpers of this era had e isistalled in the front of the hood,
instead of the siren being placed somewhere ofrahebumper. Later in this pumper's life
a rotating beacon light was installed on the rédtike 1955 Seagrave Custom received a
rotating beacon light as well.
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1951 Seagrave Custom Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D. #619

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The 1951 Seagrave 1000 GPM Custom picturd®16, when it was Company 6 running
out of the Levy Station. This pumper was origipaésigned to Central Station upon its
arrival in North Little Rock. In 1955 it went td&&ion 2 on East Broadway. In 1966, it was
moved to Station 6, where it stayed until 1976, nvtilgee new International/American
LaFrance pumpers arrived.

At this point, the '51 Seagrave became a regmrmager. It was stationed at the Training
Tower on Remount Road for much of its time as adiig. It was sold to the Lake
Maumelle Fire Department, and later to the Eastnid Fire Department. It presently sits
at a residence east of Vilonia, AR on Highway 64efE are also a lot of tractors at the
home. The residence where the pumper sits is osdign side of U.S. Highway 64.

(Photo Courtesy Bill Treadway — 1953 Plymouth Cki€far and '51 Seagrave Pumper.
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1951 Chevrolet Pick Up Truck of the
North Little Rock Fire Department

N

(Phoo L;sedwith perrﬁiésion by Bill Treadway)

This is the only known photograph of the 'Sie@rolet Pick Up Truck of the N.L.R.F.D.
known to exist. The '51 Chevy P.U. was includedhiis book because this photo gave
evidence that the truck was used in the Northd_.iRbck Fire Department as a support
vehicle. Also pictured in the photo above are tB89lSeagrave pumper (note the spotlights
above the windshield) and the 1936 Ford/Seagrargpu The '36 Ford had an interesting
rotating red light, which was on the left side lo¢ pumper, and appeared to be on a metal
pole.

One has to wonder who the young man on higl@iavas. There had obviously been a
big flood at the time this picture was made. Traeestories of N.L.R. Fire Engines pumping
for days on end during the flood of 1927. Thidynie could quite possibly have been made
during the flood of 1957.

The '51 Chevrolet pickup truck was purchased f&3100 at the Chevrolet dealer at
108 “G” Street — Park Hill. A trade in allowance$239.35 was given for what was
described as a “1939 Ford Panel Truck.” This wasausly the panel truck that the
N.L.R.F.D. had used to carry equipment from Ceritrather stations. The panel truck also
had a Panama Pump Company 6 GPM pump. The pummstalied under the hood.
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CHAPTER 6:

The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1955-1964
1955 Seagrave Custom Pumper of the North LittlekRaD.

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The 1955 Seagrave Custom 1000 GPM Pumperreitabove was almost identical to the
1951 Seagrave Custom. The 1955 Seagrave did hepeaser installed on the front of the
hood. It could be turned forward so that orderddte given at a fire. This pumper stayed
at Central Station as Company 1 until 1966 or :W6&n the new American La France 1250
pumper went in service.

When the 1966 American LaFrance became Ergitlee '55 Seagrave went to Station 2.
In 1971 it was moved to Station 4. In 1976 it beeaNLRFD'S "first-line" reserve pumper.
The pumper was sold at some point after the winfté©83.

Today, an individual who lives east of VilopksR on U.S.64 owns it. It is kept in a shed,
and is taken to antique car shows. It is in verydgshape today and is kept out of the
weather.
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‘Station 2 of the N.L.R.F.D. which opened in 1955.
N.L.R. Fire Station No. 2 circa 1976. Photo by dark

Station 2 of the North Little Rock Fire Departméat] been located at 2301 East
Broadway since 1946. The building that housed &taiat that location was the first
location for Station 2 that was owned by the CitiNorth Little Rock. The building on
that site was not in good repair, and the situdtiother deteriorated when a car crashed into
Station 2 sometime in 1954. The decision was ngdbe North Little Rock City Council
to purchase the lot next to what was then the pteS&tion 2 and build a large, modern fire
station on the site.

In early 1955 the Station 2 pictured abovenege The new North Little Rock Fire
Station No.2 was “state of the art” for a firet&ta of that era. There was even an electric
hose dryer. The station had two bays, and oneedb#lys was certainly long enough for an
aerial company. The plan was to locate a secortklatbmpany in this station at some
point. The 1963 Insurance Underwriters' Reporth@nNorth Little Rock Fire Department
recommended adding a second ladder company todhé hittle Rock Fire Department.
The Underwriters further recommended that the ppedsecond Ladder Company be
housed at Station 2 on East Broadway, with theslargount of industry that was in Station
2's district at the time. This never came to pass.

The 1947 Seagrave ladder truck was storeddseaereserve apparatus in the early 1980'’s.
The 1975 American LaFrance snorkel was storedsfitk station for a while when it first
arrived in North Little Rock, but a ladder compargver was permanently assigned to
Station 2.

65



(Photo with permission Thomas iIe NLR Times ferrp;ubli

sher)

y - L]
1955 Fire at the N.L.R. Chambe€ommerce: Thanks to Terry Hartwick, NLR Chambgr o
Commerce for permission to use the photo abovae N&. Truck Co. 4, the 1953 Seagrave ladder truck
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1959 American LaFrance Custom Pumper of the N.LIR.F

(Photo with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chige Wilkins)

This 1959 American La France pumper was originsdigt to Station 5, the Park Hill
Station, upon its arrival. The 1942 Ford at Pailk $tation had suffered a pump failure, and
the 1939 Seagrave had been filling in as Compaiyi. pumper (the '59 ALF) was traded
with the 1947 American LaFrance at Station 3 sametafter the Underwriters Report of
1963. It remained at Station 3 on Pike Avenuel A982. In 1982 two American La France
1500 GPM pumpers were delivered new to the N.LIR.FOne of these replaced the 1966
American LaFrance at Central. The 1966 Americarrdagée became Engine 3. The '59
became a reserve in 1985 and remained a Standbyd?umthe N.L.R.F.D. until 1995. At
that time the decision was made to keep the trackd historical significance to the North
Little Rock Fire Department.

This pumper was the third 1000 GPM pumper purchagdtie North Little Rock Fire
Department. It was the first pumper in the N.L.R.Rhat had “twin” headlights. This 1959
LaFrance was the last pumper purchased by Nortle IRibck which had hydraulic brakes.
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1959 American LaFrance Custom Pumper of the N.LIR.F
As it Appears Today
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(Photo by ee Clark- the 1959 American La Franci la®ks today))

Sometime in late 1982 or early 1983 at Sta@iam Amboy, the author of this book
observed a pumper that could not be identifiedatt a new coat of paint and a combination
beacon light/siren unit. It was not a new pumpat,itdid not appear to be any pumper that
North Little Rock had owned up to this time.

Closer inspection revealed that this was 8&91American La France Custom 1000 GPM
with a new paint job and beacon light. It had beedingine 8. The '59 La France remained
as Engine 8 until 1985. It was a reserve from 1983 1995. At that time, Chief Redding
decided that the 1959 American La France would neinahe Department, since it had been
on the equipment roster for thirty-six years.

The pumper still remains today. It is the Mdrittle Rock Fire Department's Parade
Truck. It can be seen at most parades in the tityas also been used for more serious
occasions, namely to carry firefighters (or forrhefighters) to their final place of rest.

The end of 1960 brought another era of thalNoitle Rock Fire Department to
conclusion. Chief J.W. “Pete” Caldwell retired@isief. J.W. Caldwell had been a North
Little Rock firefighter for decades. He came omyda 1918, when the 1917 American
LaFrance was the pumper at Central!

John Finn became the North Little Rock Firee€m 1961. Chief Finn had been the
training officer in the N.L.R.F.D. and was respdmhsifor instituting an outstanding training
program in the Department. He was also in chafd@ieeolnspection Bureau.
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1961 International Harvester/ Central Fire Truckr(pany Pumper
“A” Of The N.L.R.F.D. (Two Identical Pumpers Purceal)

(Photo of the '61 InternauonaI/CentraI WhICh wagmally Englne 7 by Lee Clark)
This photo was taken at Station 7, which openel®Bil along with Station 8 on Auburn Drive.

This 1961 International/Central was the omjipumper at Station 7 in Lakewood. It
remained there until it was replaced by one of 1881 American La France 1500 GPM
pumpers delivered new in 1982.

The International/Central pictured above asdister engine at Station 8 both had 750
GPM pumps and 300-gallon booster tanks. Theseetwymes were the first fire apparatus
owned by the North Little Rock F.D. which had aiakes. When the first alarm came in for
Station 7, there was a big surprise! The air preswas low, and it took almost two minutes
to pump up the air!

A reserve reservoir was soon installed, sbafair pressure was low, the driver had only
to open a valve, and the pumper was ready to roll.

This '61 International pumper saw service agitn8 for a brief period after it was
Engine 7. (Engine 8 went from this pumper to #&American La France.) After this, it
was as a reserve pumper until it was sold in 18@2ndividual now owns it in Pottsville,
AR. It can be seen in his front yard on Old U.Sgvay 64.

North Little Rock opened two new Fire Statiam4961. These were Station 7, pictured
above and Station 8, which is shown on the nexé pddne need for these two fire stations
had been present for some time. The companiesPank Hill and Levy had to answer
alarms in Lakewood until Station 7 was opened. dlbsest Fire Station to Amboy was the
Levy Station. Fire protection was greatly improwauken these stations opened.
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1961 International/ Central Pumper “B”
(Two Identical Pumpers) of the N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo of the '61 International/@ahwhich was originally Engine 8
used with permissidMN@RFD Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins)

This pumper was identical to Engine 7's 196&rhational/Central. It spent its entire life
as "First Line" pumper in North Little Rock at Stat 8 in Amboy. The pumper was a
reserve at Central Station after being assignéthgse 8. It was sold in 1992. The owner of
Kidd's Garage in the McAlmont Community now ownis tinuck.

r

Above; Origina[l N.L.R.F.D. Fire Stat Number 8 — 100 Auburn Drive -Photo by Lee Clark
Apparatus in Station 8 in above photo: The 1959 Acae LaFrance Pumper as Engine 8
and the 1947 Seagrave Ladder Truck in storageeseave aerial.
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1942 Mack Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.
(From the Annexation of Maumelle)
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North Little Rock "inherited" a pumper, a 19ack to be exact, when The Maumelle
Annexation took place in the 1960's. This pumpas & reserve for several years and sat at
the Amboy Fire Station along with the 1961 Inteloradl. The Mack was a 750 GPM
Pumper.

Bobby Franklin purchased it by sealed bidarfidorth Little Rock. L.R.F.D. Captain
Franklin said that the Mack did see service asarve while other pumpers were being
repaired. He remembers the truck filling in forgire 3. Captain Franklin sold the truck
to Traskwood, Arkansas. This photo was made ci@@®1Capt. Gary Matthews of the
North Little Rock Fire Department also remember'#2Mack in service at a fire at a
North Little Rock School.

In 1962, The North Little Rock Fire Department moweto a new Central Fire Station
and Eighth and Maple Streets. It replaced the maigCentral Station at 506 Main Street,
which was built in the 1890's. The N.L.R.F.D. mdve the new station in September 1962.
Open house was October 7, 1962. The structureb@8&,000 by the time it was finished.
The mechanic's shop and automatic hose dryershwotinesaid to be important features of
the new Central Fire Station. The building origipabntained 16,760 square feet, and was
said to be three times larger than the old Cefti@ion. Several photos of Central Station
of the North Little Rock Fire Department are inaddn this book, including photos on
pages 64, 78, 79 and 125.
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1963 Willys Jeep Wagoneer Rescue Vehicle of theRIRD.
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(Photo with permissionof North itte Rock Fire ;ﬁ}Htment and Chief Joe McCall)

The first "Rescue 19" of the North Little Rock Fire Department

This Jeep Wagoneer became the first "RescuefiBe North Little Rock Fire
Department. The apparatus had a dark blue topthetiest of the vehicle painted in white
paint. These were the "Civil Defense" official axd at the time. The "Civil Defense"
emblem is present between the words "Rescue Sénvickhe top of the vehicle.

Also, a boat is attached to the rear of thecRe Squad. This brought yet another
dimension to the duties of North Little Rock Figdfters: Water Rescue. With the close
proximity of the Arkansas River, an agency was edeahich could respond at a moment's
notice when someone was in trouble in the rivea [ake.

The Jeep Wagoneer was sold at a public auti@@76. The vehicle was purchased
during the "Cold War" and the fear of a nuclear.wamregular crew was assigned to this
unit from the time that it was put in service.

In 1964, plans were made for a new North Ligteck Fire Station Number 6, commonly
known as the Levy Station. The original Levy Fatation was first the Levy City Hall and
Jail, and was converted into a Fire Station by Narttle Rock in 1946 when citizens of
Levy and North Little Rock both voted overwhelmipngb annex Levy into North Little
Rock. Finding apparatus that would fit in the statwas becoming a concern. The building
needed a lot of work and repair. The decision wadarto build a new North Little Rock
Fire Station Number 6. The new Levy Fire Statipereed in 1965. Photos of the Station 6
opened in 1965 are on pages 62, 83, and 102.
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CHAPTER 7
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1965-1974
1966 American LaFrance Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.

- 5 '

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The 1966 American LaFrance pumper was the saigggpacity pumper that the
N.L.R.F.D. had owned up to this time. The 1966 Apnsn LaFrance had a 1250 GPM
pump, a 300-gallon booster tank, air brakes aneleatronic siren. The pumper was
assigned to Company 1 at Central. It remaineceatr@l until 1982. In the photo above
the electronic siren is visible on the roof.

In 1978 or '79, the gasoline engine in theGlAerican LaFrance failed. It was decided
that extensive repairs were not practical. A rod imave even broken the case. The N.L.R.
City Council waived competitive bids, since it wdesemed so vital to get this pumper back
in service. A Caterpillar Diesel engine was ingt@/land the '66 LaFrance was soon back in
service at Central.

The 1966 American LaFrance Custom Pumper wgmErB from 1982-1985. Then the
pumper was Engine 8 at Station 8. This was itgassent until December 1996, when a
1997 Freightliner/Smeal pumper replaced it. Thisipar always had its standard
transmission as long as the N.L.R.F.D. owned motAer interesting fact about the 1966
American LaFrance was that it never was in resseveice as a standby pumper. It was sold
to Lee Church soon after the arrival of the 199&8Im
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1966 American LaFrance Pumper of the N.L.R.F.Ds Hhgine 8
(Photo with permission of NLRFD Battalion Chief L@#&lkins)

The 1966 American LaFrance Pumper As It Appearsayod

(Photo b Lee Clark)

The 1966 American La France as it appearsytdclaief Lee Church of the Sherwood
Fire Department owns it. This pumper is now ugddairghday parties for children. The old
pumper enjoys a “good life,” even in retirement.

In July 1967, North Little Rock witnessed drttee most spectacular fires in the city’'s
history. A fire broke out at the old Cotton BeltiRaad (St. Louis Southwestern Railway
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Lines) Passenger Station, which was located at WWgisin and Orange. The building was
rented to Baker Van and Storage Company. Giarg oblhews print for thérkansas

Gazette were stored there. This was an incredible fisglldDver one million gallons of
water were used before this fire was finally cortgdieextinguished. Virtually the entire
North Little Rock Fire Department was at the scefie fire. Little Rock F.D. Truck 4
responded and consequently two aerial ladder pwees employed. A bulldozer took down
what remained of the old building, and each giahtaf newsprint was extinguished
individually.

Legislation had made its way through the Arkansegidlature regarding the number of
hours a firefighter could be required to work irkAnsas. The implications were very
obvious. Paid fire departments in Arkansas woulktnt@ree platoons of firefighters to staff
fire stations, instead of the two platoons that been in place up until 1969. The North
Little Rock Fire Department was no exception. @ibyernment considered different ways to
cope with the new law. For a while, firefightersrked eight-hour shifts. This proved to be
unworkable, and the normal twenty-four hour shiétsirned. Firefighters now worked
twenty-four hours, with forty-eight hours off.

In 1969, Chief John Finn retired from the Ndctttle Rock Fire Department, and Eldon
Matchett became the North Little Rock Fire Chi€hief Matchett would serve as the Fire
Chief of North Little Rock for the next two yeats.1971, Joe Venetta became the Chief of
the North Little Rock Fire Department. His tenureuld last until 1973.

Also in December 1969, the North Little RooyB Club at 18 and Main Streets
suffered a structure fire. The cost to replacedtn&gding, which was totally destroyed, was
placed at $500,000. Most of the N.L.R.F.D. respdndethe fire. Some units from Little
Rock responded as well.

1971 Ford/Boardman Pumperof the N.L.R.F.D.
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(Photo uséd with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battal©©hief Lee Wilkins)
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The 1971 Ford/Boardman pumper pictured orptleegious page arrived in North Little
Rock in late 1971. The replacement of aging fppaaatus was becoming an issue, since
two pumpers still in regular service were 1947 nh@drerican LaFrance pumpers. A 1951
Seagrave pumper was also still in regular servibe.only aerial apparatus in the North
Little Rock Fire Department was a 1947 Seagraveed bumpers and the only aerial truck
were at least twenty years old, and three of thasewere twenty-four years old.

The 1971 Ford/ Boardman was a 1000 GPM pumper.Wassto be the last gasoline-
powered pumper that the North Little Rock Fire Dépant would purchase. This pumper
was assigned to Station 2, which in 1971 was al Z34st Broadway. The 1955 Seagrave
pumper, which had been at Station 2, was movedatioo8 4 at Broadway and Lynch. The
1947 American LaFrance at Station 4 was transfao&tation 5 in Park Hill. The 1947 at
the Park Hill station went to reserve status asadby pumper.

In 1973, I.E. Turner became Chief of the NorthleiRock Fire Department. In late
1974, Chief Turner began formulating plans to repl@re apparatus, which was worn out
and much of which was alarmingly old for regulamve=e. A new Rescue Apparatus was
purchased as a replacement for the original Rek@u€hief Turner also recommended the
purchase of a new aerial truck, since the onlyaheuck in the Department was a 1947
model. It had only a 65-foot aerial ladder, as wéhief Turner further recommended the
purchase of three 1000 gallon per minute pumpers.

The North Little Rock F.D. arrived at the Hubblenewal Home at 1213 E. Washington
Avenue on the night of December 21, 1974. Smokealasady coming from the roof of the
building. Seven N.L.R.F.D. companies and one LRiteck Company fought the fire for
eleven hours. The roof collapsed, and an explosiotine morning of December 22, 1969
caused the front and rear outside walls to collapke building was destroyed.

The 1947 Seagrave raxeda wash job circa 1975. Photo by Lee Clark
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(Photo With prmission of North Little &oFire Department and Chief Joe McCall

This 1974 Chevrolet was the replacement feratiginal Rescue 19, a 1963 Jeep
Wagoneer. A Mr. Metrailer made the body at his Ndittle Rock metal shop. The 1974
Chevrolet rescue remained in service until 199Gm#& 1991 Ford/Taylor Ambulance
apparatus replaced it. The 1974 Chevrolet resceanansferred to the city, which painted it
“North Little Rock blue” and used it in another @gment.

Yo e

Circa 1976: Training at Cent&htion - Photo by Lee Clark
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CHAPTER 8:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1975-1984

(Photo by Lee Clark — Circa 1976)

Photos like the one on this page and those®next page were very common at Central
Fire Station in the mid 1970’s. During this permictime, North Little Rock firefighters
were being trained as First Responders for emeygeedical situations. The rationale
behind training firefighters as emergency medieaponders was simple: In most instances,
the nearest engine company would be the first eemesgvenhicle to arrive at the scene of any
emergency.

A citizen had a better chance of survivingexthreatening situation if trained emergency
personnel could arrive as soon as possible. Arutanbe would arrive soon after the nearest
Engine Company, if normal circumstances took plegmce the nearest ambulance was
often further away, the North Little Rock Fire Degpaent came up with another response
procedure which was followed for some time: Therestaengine company would be
dispatched to a medical emergency, and the neasesie company would also respond. The
level of training of personnel on Rescue 19 anccBRe80 was more advanced at this point
and time.

The level of service, protection and safetyvted to the citizens of North Little Rock
by the North Little Rock Fire Department had ongaia risen to a much greater level. The
bottom line was this: The citizens now had a muettelb chance of surviving a medical
emergency. How many citizens would realize whatises their Fire Department provided
for them, unless a medical emergency made thenompelig aware?
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Various Companies Training At Central in the Mid 1970's

Circa 1976: Training.at Central - Photo by Lee Klar
61 Internationals, with a 76 International betwd#egam. The '59 LaFrance is on the left.
The rear of a '47 LaFrance is barely visible. (Atewas Co. 5.)
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1975 American LaFrance 85' Snorkel of the N.L.R.F.D

H ;’?‘ o g

o

(‘Photo by Lee Clark -Note white reflective stripelaone clear and one red
beacon light, plus new electronic sirens, new peinca 1992.)

The first Diesel-engine apparatus of the Naitthe Rock Fire Department was this 1975
American La France 85' Snorkel Truck. The origingntion was for this apparatus to
replace the 1947 Seagrave as Truck 1A. It wasmated that the needs of the city would be
better served by keeping the 1947 Seagrave incgeavid adding the snorkel as a second
ladder company for the city. This aerial truck wasy the second aerial apparatus that the
North Little Rock Fire Department had owned in sgyene years. The automatic
transmission was a first, also.

American LaFrance Fire Apparatus Company was awdttebid for the new Snorkel
truck, which was the first elevating platform tiia¢ N.L.R.F.D. had ever owned. American
LaFrance was also to supply three new 1000 GPM pwnhe pumpers were to be on
International Harvester chassis. The bids werg@saain March 1975. The opportunity
presented itself to buy an American LaFrance 8%4o0orkel, which had been a
demonstrator. It was even featured on the fronecofFire Engineering Magazine.

The new aerial truck arrived in 1975. It wohlalve been close to a year before the snorkel
originally ordered would have been off the assenfibly. With the age of the '47 Seagrave,
the 85 foot snorkel was given approval. The sndokelame the second aerial company of
the N.L.R.F.D. It was assigned to Station 7.

The three new pumpers replaced apparatusvisbdld and worn out. The 1951 and 1955
Seagrave pumpers went into standby service. Ergpmepanies 4 and 6 received new
pumpers. The Park Hill Station was to have beesetlavith the crew being moved to the
new Indian Hills Station. The decision was madkdep Station 5 open. The 1947 American
LaFrance assigned there remained as Engine 5thatthird new pumper going to the New
N.L.R.F.D. Station 9, which opened in early 197fof®s of Station 9 are on pages 84 and
129 of this book.
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1975 American LaFrance 85' Snorkel of the N.L.R.F.D
BeforeNeW Palnt New Whlte Strlpes and New Reldghts

.{ -

(If’hoto with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chige Wilkins)

The 1975 American La France in its earliersddiyhas not been repainted in this photo
The paint on the front had been almost blistereaifine at the Checkmate Club. The number
designation had been changed to "No. 7A" at thistpbater photos will show “Truck 7A”

The 75 La France was lettered as "No. 1A"mibarrived. This particular truck became
available as a demonstrator. It had been pictoreithe front cover of "Fire Engineering"
Magazine. The city council appropriated the ertianey, since this was a larger apparatus
than the one originally ordered.

It became evident that Station 2 was a béttéar this truck than Station 1, but even at
Station 2, it would be difficult to wash the 197®aArican La France aerial truck, without it
hanging out onto East Broadway.

It was finally decided that the new Snorkeldk would be housed at Station 7, since it
would fit there. Additional firefighters were hdt¢o man the second aerial company for the
North Little Rock Fire Department and the levefioé protection in North Little Rock again
rose to a higher level.

A fire broke out at the Eastgate Apartment @lax soon after the 1975 Snorkel arrived
in North Little Rock. The entire apartment unitsasoon well involved. An order was given
to call Company 7A. When the platform of Companywds extended over the fire and a
master stream “blasted” the blaze, it was evidesit purchasing the “snorkel” was a very
sound decision. This apparatus spent its entimstEine" days at Station 7. Today, the '75
ALF is a reserve aerial for the department.
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1976 International American LaFrance Pumper "A"
Of the N.L.R.F.D. (One of three identical pumpers.)

(Photo By Lee Clark) |

This 1976 International/American La France@PM Pumper arrived in August 1976.
It was originally assigned as Engine 4 and waditseof the three identical pumpers to go in
service. (September or October of 1976)

After Station 4 in Rose City moved to Maumdlgd, this engine became Standby 101. It
later became Standby 102. It is pictured abo\&aion 4 at Broadway and Lynch. The last
assignment for this pumper was filling in for tB& Seagrave as Engine 10 in the spring of
2002.

The State Fire Training Academy in Camden,ra€eived this engine at a special
ceremony in June 2002 at N.L.R.F.D. Central Statiois still used there to train firefighters.
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1976 International Harvester/ American LaFrance Punper
"B"of the N.L.R.F.D. (One of Three ldentical Pumpers)

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The 1976 American La France/International 1000 GRivhper, which was originally
assigned to Station 6, is pictured in the photovabdrhis photo was made just a few days
after the pumper went in service. Its first run w@put out a fire involving some lumber or
Highway 365, just north of I-40.

This pumper stayed at Station 6 until 1992. T8&1 American La France from Central
then came to Station 6. This pumper pictured albloee went to Station 10 as Engine 10. It
stayed at Station 10 until 1995. At that time itd@me a reserve pumper for the department.

The '76 International/ALF pictured above wasisferred to the Beebe F.D. on a long-
term "loan" basis after a tornado destroyed thebBdgre Department's Fire Station in 1999.
This pumper had the exhaust pipe routed to the obthe pumper at some point, because
the amount of exhaust smoke that was discharged thes particular Diesel engine made it
difficult for the firefighter(s) riding the rearegt to breathe.
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1976 International/ American LaFrance Pumper "C'ti(ef
N.L.R.F.D. (One of three identical pumpers.)

e

(Photo with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chieee Wilkins) |

This 1976 International/American La France 1000 Gitvhper was the last of the three
identical pumpers to go in service in North LitReck. It was stored at Station 2 on East
Broadway until Station 9 was ready to open in eh8y7.

The pumper spent its entire life as a "Fiigel. pumper at Station 9. In 1995, Engine 7's
1981 American La France was moved to Station 9 thi¢ arrival of the two 1995 E-One
pumpers. This '76 International /ALF then becaran@y Engine 101. It remained in this
position until 1999 when it became Standby Engid@. 1

When the 1999 Spartan/E-One pumper went inceat Station 2 in early 1999, the 1987
Pierce then moved from Station 2 to Station 4,thed78 Ford/Pierce at Station 4 became
Standby Engine 101. ('76 International "B" wenB&ebe F.D.) The engine pictured above
was the last apparatus owned by the N.L.R.F.D. lictwfirefighters had to ride the
tailboard.

The North Little Rock Fire Department on Oaoh1, 2004 decommissioned this
pumper. It was sold at the City Auction in OctoB804. For the first time in the history of
the North Little Rock Fire Department, the daysrafing the tailboard" were officially over!
The safety and well being of North Little Rock Fighters was raised to another level.
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(Photo by Batt. Chief Lee Wilkins)

1977 Chevrolet Light Rescue Apparatus of the N.L.FE.D.

Rescue 80 At Station 6
This gave the city two rescue units and neededoergmt on both sides of 1-40.

As the North Little Rock Fire Department passed @8 birthday in 1974, it was
becoming more and more evident that the missianratinicipal fire department was
going to keep changing as the years went forward.963 a rescue apparatus was purchased
for the first time. "Civil Defense" was the resourgl"theme" for the 1963 Wagoneer. The
Jeep also pulled a boat to execute water rescues.

The 1963 Rescue 19 was replaced by a 1974rGleelight rescue, with the body made
in North Little Rock. In 1977, the rescue appasgiictured above arrived in the North Little
Rock Fire Department. Initially, the sole missfrthe new apparatus was to pull thmmb
trailer. It had become more and more apparent that there geéng to be situations
involving explosives, some designed deliberatelgaose harm to others, which would have
to be dealt with. What agency in city governmeuttthe call to deal with this new set of
circumstancesTHE FIRE DEPARTMENT!

In a year or two, the new rescue, designated Re&@usas transferred to the Levy
Station. It would be crewed by a regular crew ascde 19 was. This would give the
N.L.R.F.D. two rescue companies for the first tinW#hy was the 1977 rescue designated as
"Rescue 80?" The dispatch of a "Signal 80" sigaiidoomb or explosive device. The author
of this book strongly suspects that the designatias derived from this source, since the
original mission of Rescue 80 was "the bomb truck."
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1978 Ford/ Pierce 1000 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D

(Photo with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chie Wilkins)

In the early part of 1978, a new pumper adigethe North Little Rock Fire Department.
This was the first apparatus from Pierce Manufaagu€ompany in Appleton, Wisconsin
that North Little Rock had owned. Station 5 inlPHill was still operating on a 1947
American LaFrance 750 GPM pumper. The 1947 hagived a new Ford V-8 engine at
some point, as had the 1951 and 1955 Seagrave psimfyehirty-year-old pumper did not
need to be in service. The 1978 Pierce had a GBN pump and a Diesel engine.

This was the fourth Diesel pumper that thetNarttle Rock Fire Department had owned.
(The three 1976 International/ American LaFrancepers were the first.) The 1978
Ford/Pierce remained at Station 5 until the fall878.

City finances had evidently reached a ctifozant. Events that hadn’t happened in fifty
years began to take place in North Little RockgEeen North Little Rock Firefighters were
laid off. Rescue 19 at Central Station was deat#iy as an active company of the North
Little Rock Fire Department. Engine Company 5 weactivated as an active company of
the North Little Rock Fire Department, and Stattowas completely closed! The 1978
Pierce was sent to Station 3 as Engine 3, and3b@ American LaFrance at Station 3 was
stored at Station 9 to be used in standby service.

After Rescue 19 was deactivated, a young mean Lonoke, Arkansas became entrapped
in farm machinery. A desperate call for help wa# $& North Little Rock. Mayor Eddie
Powell authorized Rescue 19’s apparatus to resfmtite scene with its needed equipment
and tools. Firefighters from other companies redpdrwith the rescue squad. A life was
saved.
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In 1979, long-time North Little Rock Mayor Wém F. "Casey" Laman returned to office
upon the resignation of Mayor Eddie Powell. Malyaman ordered that the Park Hill Fire
Station be reopened. The 1978 Ford/Pierce retum8&tation 5, and the 1959 American
LaFrance returned to Station 3. Undoubtedly, &tali (and other stations) ran with reduced
crews, at least for a while. Rescue Company 19ralswned to service.

Photo by Lee Clark: The actual day that Statioras wlosed: Oct 2, 1978.
Note the 78 Ford was still in the Station at fhaént. This photo was made about 7:00 a.m.

Above: The 1978 Ford/Pierce 1000 GPM pumper ofNheR.F.D. at Station 5.
(Photo by Batt. Chief Lee Wilkins.)
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In the spring of 1978, a fire occurred at Barin@<3rBaptist Church at 1224 Franklin
Street in North Little Rock. The N.L.R.F.D. did excredible job of saving most of the
structure. A large portion of the Fire Departmeas dispatched before the fire was
extinguished. Both aerial companies, the 1947 iS®agand the 1975 American LaFrance
were called. Rescue 19 was on the scene. SevagaldeGompanies, including Companies
1, 3, 5 and 6 were dispatched. Chief of DepartrhEnfTurner also responded.

1981 American LaFrance Pumpers (Two Identical)
of the North Little Rock Fire Department

‘81 ALF "A" Pictured With The '81 ALF 100" Aerial

(Photo by Lee Clark- 1981 ALF- "A" pictured withett81 ALF 100' Aerial)

In June of 1982, two very badly needed pumpere delivered to the North Little Rock
Fire Department. The two 1961 Internationals aedli®59 American La France were all
well past twenty years old by this point, and nekiebe replaced.

American La France provided two 1981 1500 GPM GusRumpers and a 1981 100’
Custom Rear Mount Aerial Truck for North Little RoOE.D. All three of these vehicles were
still brand new. They had never had an owner.

The aerial truck, delivered in August, wasremore badly needed. The photo above

pictures the '81 La France which was originally iBedl and the '81 LaFrance aerial truck as
they looked in the early 1990's.
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Below: 1981 American LaFrance Pumper ("A")
Of the North Little Rock Fire Department

Photo of '81 ALF ‘A” assigned as Engine 6 (1992899
Photo used with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battal®©@nief Lee Wilkins

The pumper pictured above was assigned as\&rdgiunning out of Central Station. It
remained there until 1992 when it was replacechbynew 1992 Pierce Arrow. In 1992 this
pumper was assigned as Engine 6. It and its "twere both seen at many fires, since they
were Engines 6 and 7. This 1500 GPM pumper als@t&iD-gallon booster tank, and a
Detroit Diesel engine. Its last assignment wasragrtie 10. In March 1999, while
responding to an alarm in a rainstorm, the endideoff Highway 161 in an attempt to
avoid another vehicle. This accident was not the faf the driver or the N.L.R.F.D.

The pumper was destroyed. Miraculously, nafitbe crew was seriously injured. The
fact that the firefighter riding in the rear pockied not sustain any serious injuries that night
certainly substantiated the case for firefightesta be in a situation where they had to ride
the tailboard. The ever-present dangers of the &@rvice definitely should have become
very obvious to the citizens of North Little Rodkea this event.
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1981 American LaFrance Pumper ("B") of the N.L.R.FD.

(Photo of '81 ALF which was originally Engine 7
with permission of N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief LeelWhs)

The '81 American La France originally assigasdngine 7, which is pictured above,
remained at Station 7 as Engine 7 until 1995. ™&11JAmerican LaFrance, purchased new
in 1982, replaced a twenty-one year old Internaiio@entral pumper at Station 7. In 1995,
a new 1995 E-One became Engine 7. The 1500 GPM @upigtured above moved to
Station 9 as Engine 9 in 1995.

This apparatus remained as Engine 9 until 2002nvaheew Pierce Custom Contender
became Engine 9. The next assignment for thisrtengas Standby Engine 101. Standby
Engine 102 is the designation assigned to this murgulay. It is ready to go in service at
Station 9, should the need arise.
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1981 American LaFrance Rear Mount 100’
Aerial Ladder Truck of the N.L.R.F.D.

s

Photo by Lee Clark 12-31-03

The appearance of the 1981 American La Frardal truck has changed considerably
since it arrived in North Little Rock in August 1881t replaced a 1947 Seagrave 65' aerial,
which was still in "First-Line" service after 35ars!

This ladder truck and two American LaFrance.&PM pumpers were all purchased at
the same time from American LaFrance. Both pumaedsthe aerial show a date of manu-
facture in 1981. North Little Rock purchased thesks brand new in 1982. Several stories
exist that these American LaFrance customs wenetudown by FDNY (New York City)
for some reason. Regardless of the validity of sitory, North Little Rock received some
new fire apparatus that was desperately needed.

Note the new beacon lights on top and thetmadof the strobe lights and the electronic
sirens on the front bumper. These items weredaléd to the 1981 American LaFrance 100
Aerial after its arrival in North Little Rock. Téiapparatus has spent its entire life in the
N.L.R.F.D. as Truck 1A. It remains at Central Statioday, and is the oldest apparatus in
Front Line Service in the N.L.R.F.D.
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In 1983, Charles Redding became the Chief of thehNattle Rock Fire Department.
Chief Redding was a career firefighter. He had lmeerember of the North Little Rock Fire
Department since 1959. Chief Redding recognizatittte 1959 American LaFrance
pumper, which was still Engine 8 was 24 years aia] needed to be in standby service.

Within his first two years in office, ChiBedding had secured a replacement for the

oldest active pumper in service. In a few morege@hief Redding would present a plan for
a massive reorganization of the North Little Rodle Bepartment.
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CHAPTER 9:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1985-1994

1985 Seagrave Custom 1250 GPM Pumper of the N.LDR||

(Photo by Lee Clark)

The 1985 Seagrave is pictured here in itsmalgassignment as Engine 3. This photo was
made in the spring of 1999. The hard suction hosened on top of the left side high
compartments indicates that it was not to be |lagfgrie the 1985 Seagrave was to be moved
to Station 10 as Engine 10. Engine 10 neededshantibn hoses at this time, since there
were very limited fire hydrants in the Willow Beagldition.

The 1985 Seagrave allowed the 1959 AmericaRraace to become a standby engine.
The 1966 American La France that had been Engwerf to Station 8 as Engine 8 upon the
arrival of the 1985 Seagrave.

This pumper had a 1250 GPM pump along with@dsllon booster tank. It also sported a
Detroit Diesel engine. One thing that was visdbgent was any gold striping on the
pumper. This apparatus is Standby Engine 103 taddyt currently stationed at N.L.R.F.D.
Station 10.
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1987 Pierce Arrow Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D. Circa 288-1992

(Photo by N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins) |

In the fall of 1987, a Pierce Arrow Custom gen(above) arrived in North Little Rock.
The new Pierce was assigned to Station 2 as E2gifidnis was the first Pierce Custom fire
apparatus to be owned by the N.L.R.F.D. (The 19@&®€ pumper was on a Ford chassis.)

After the arrival of the '87 Pierce, The 1%&kd/Boardman was sent to the Arkansas
State Prison, which operated a program for refrbgsfire trucks at the time. The '71 Ford
received a new paint job, new red lights and otleeded repairs. It was lettered “Engine No
10,” in preparation for the new Fire Station 10jefthwould opened in early 1988.

l
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(Photo by Lee Clark) Above: Station 10, which oeireearly 1988.
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3629 McCain Boulevard is listed todaylesaddress of The Lone Star Steakhouse
and Saloon. The building is just west of McCain Mia March 1988 a fire occurred in a
portion of the building that then housed doctoffi¢es and a drug store among other tenants.
Engines 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Trucks 1A, 7A, Rescl#and 80 all responded. Chief of
Department Charles Redding also responded tortbrsdibly stubborn blaze.

The fact that the mission of the fire servcalways evolving was certainly evident when
a Hazardous Materials Apparatus first made its aggpese in the North Little Rock Fire
Department in the early 1990's.

Haz-Mat 933: A 1979 Chevrolet Van

(Photo by N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins)
The first Haz-Mat unit of the North Little Rock EiDepartment was this 1979 Chevrolet
step-van, a U.S. Air Force Flight-Line Vehicle, ainithe N.L.R.F.D. obtained from the
surplus Government property center on Remount Road.

Firefighters of even the 1960's would have neveught about the fact that the Fire
Service would one day be responsible for hazardbemicals and materials. It was
inevitable, actually, that accidents and spillshef many commodities that travel across the
United States and Arkansas on highways and ragreamlild occur. The substances that
man is able to produce now include many that arg weeful, but that are also extremely
dangerous.

When an incident involving a dangerous sulestarctcurred, the decision was made once
again by government authorities that the best eéhwias to Call the Fire Department!”
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1991 Ford/Taylor Ambulance light rescue ahe N.L.R.F.D.

N

(Photo by Lee Clark)

In 1990, Rescue 19 received a badly neededapparatus. Rescue 19 was still operating
on a 1974 model apparatus, which was in dire nééding replaced. The 1991 year model
apparatus that Rescue 19 received was the firseDiescue apparatus for the N.L.R.F.D.

1992 Pierce Arrow 1250 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.

(Photo by Lee Clark)

In May 1992, the first fire apparatus with a contgle enclosed cab arrived in North
Little Rock. This 1992 Pierce Arrow 1250 GPM CustBumper was to be assigned as
Engine 1.
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1992 Ford/ Central States Rescue/ Mini Pumper of #aN.L.R.F.D.
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N (Photo by Lee Clark)

The apparatus pictured above was the firstitippurpose” unit to arrive on the scene in
North Little Rock in many years. Who had heard 6féni-pumper/ rescue?" The apparatus
had a separate two-cycle engine, which ran the pumpe 1992 mini pumper was not
intended for large fires. A few hundred feet of glyphose was carried. The unit arrived in
the fall of 1992. The purpose of this particulapaatus was to have the Park Hill Station
housing an apparatus that at least had a pumpoane water on board, as well as all needed
rescue equipment.

The 1947 Seagrave Aerial Truck was a "multppse” apparatus, since it was a quint,
with a 250 GPM pump and a 150-gallon booster tarthke '47 Seagrave was used to fight
grass fires in its early days, when other compane® on alarms.

Why had a new Pierce Custom Arrow pumper and a/Eertiral Rescue/ Mini Pumper
both arrived at the North Little Rock Fire DepartitieA Fire Station was overdue in the
area next to Maumelle that North Little Rock hadexed. Truck 1A was still operating
with just a driver. Demographics and numbers spomses had changed in North Little
Rock.

Chief Charles Redding had proposed a sweepmganization of the North Little Rock
Fire Department in 1991: Engine 5 would be disbdh@airrent Stations 2 and 4 would be
closed. A new Station 2 would be built at East Bway and Dixie. A new Fire Station
would be built in Maumelle and would become StadlorRescue 80 would be moved from
Station 6 to Station 5. The new mini-pumper wdubgefully knock down a fire on Park
Hill until Engine 6 or Engine 7 could arrive.
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Engines 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7,8, 9 and 10 wouldhdw/e a base crew of a Captain, Lieutenant
and a Firefighter. Rescues 19 and 80 and TruckarA7A would have a base crew of a
Captain and a Lieutenant. Other firefighters wduddome "rovers" and would be assigned
as needed. Stations and companies with a high nuofhilbesponses would have "extra"
firefighters on their apparatus when at all possibl

Truck Company 1A would finally have more theanolitary driver as its crew. On any
structure fire, two engine companies, a ladder @m@nd a rescue company would
respond, along with the battalion chief. On a ca@rmal establishment, hospital, school,
etc. the response would include a third Engine Gomp

The end result of this far-reaching reorgatmrawill be discussed in a few pages.
The implications were very strong and positivetfar citizens of North Little Rock.

(Photo by Lee Clark)

Engine 4 in late 1992. The Rose City Stati@s wow closed, and Engine 4 was
temporarily housed at Station 8, along with End@nantil the new Station 4 on Maumelle
Boulevard was ready for occupancy. Note that Eng§isad.966 American LaFrance was out
of service and that the 1959 American LaFrancefiNeigy in as Engine 8 in this photo. It
was extremely cold on this Saturday morning.
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Photo by Lee Clark
Station 4, which opened in early 1993. The pumpera was the first pumper assigned tg
the new Station 4 in which all crew members hada ® ride in. The '78 Ford/ Pierce stil
required firefighters to ride the tailboard.

HazMat 938: The N.L.R.F.D.'s HazMat Unit by the mid1990's.
(Photos by Lee Clark)
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By the mid 1990’s, the Hazardous Materlahit had been assigned as part of Station
2. The Chevrolet Pickup truck pictured on page &9 Ibeen purchased used and completely
repainted. A trailer with all of the needed equipitnegnd materials was readied so that the
North Little Rock Fire Department had a viable Hadpais Response Unit.

Another trailer, which contained trench rescoge rescue and other specialized
equipment was also purchased and stationed abS&tiUnit 938 could then pull either
trailer that was needed.

In 1993, two airport emergency vehicles méudr tpresence known in the North Little
Rock Fire Department. Both had been part of thgelRock Fire Department, but with the
arrival of new E-One airport apparatus, the twdl€iRock trucks were available.

1970 International Crash Truck of the N.'L.R.F.D.

International Loadstar Chassis
(Photo by N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins)

Crash 4 - 1970 International Crash Truck of the.R.E.D. This apparatus came to the
North Little Rock FD from the Little Rock Fire Deganent. This truck and the one pictured
on the next page are the only two vehicles that leaer been purchased from the Little
Rock Fire Department. This vehicle was sold in 2002

One extremely significant event occurred in thetNdittle Rock Fire Department in the
later part of 1994. The North Little Rock Fire Refment was notified by the Insurance
Services Office (ISO) that as a result of theierdovisit and evaluation of the North Little
Rock Fire Department, @lass 2 Ratingwas being assigned to the North Little Rock Fire
Department. Previously, the North Little Rock ADepartment had been assigned a Class 4
Rating. The reorganization plan, added responsermpanies on alarms and a massive load
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of forms, questions and work had palddGE DIVIDENDS for the citizens of North Little
Rock!

Most citizens of North Little Rock would never kndke incredible amount of work,
research and preparation that had gone into attatheClass Two Fire Rating Apparatus,
firefighters, water supply, apparatus respondinglaoms, equipment, hose, records and
training were just some of the factors that theitasce Services Office had looked over with
a "magnifying glass.”

The bottom line was thi$he lives and property of those in North Little Ro& had one

of the best chances in the entire state of beingwed, should an emergency situation
arise.

1975 International Crash Truck of the N.L.R.F.D.
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(Photo by N.L.R.F.D. Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins)

Crash 2 was known as "Red Ball 2" in its days mlthitle Rock Fire Department. This
apparatus was one of two identical crash truckseaoWy the Little Rock Fire Department.
This vehicle now is at the North Little Rock Airport would be taken the scene of an
aviation disaster, if circumstances dictated.

Normally, the crew of Engine 9 would be theselst company to the North Little Rock
Airport. Engine 9's crew would operate Crash 2héf need came about. This apparatus is
the only gasoline powered apparatus that is stilhe roster of active fire apparatus in North
Little Rock. This airport emergency apparatus fesfa separate Dodge 318 engine that
powered the pump on the truck. This truck consetiyppbas pump and roll capability.
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CHAPTER 10:
The North Little Rock Fire Department: 1995-2004

1995 E-One 1250 GPM Custom Pumpers (two identigcaigers) of

the N.L.R.F.D. Engine 6 (Above) and Engine 7 (Bélow
(Photos by Lee Clark)
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In 1996 Chief C.R. Vaughn became Chief ofogth Little Rock Fire Department. One
of Chief Vaughn's first decisions concerning apperavas replacing the thirty year old
Engine 8. Engine 8 was operating on a 1966 Amelieditance. The apparatus selected
was a Freightliner/ Smeal 1250 GPM pumper, witb@@allon tank, a hydraulic ladder rack
and a top mount pump panel.

1997 Freightliner/Smeal (Front) 1250 GPM Pumper othe N.L.R.F.D.
(Photo by Lee Clark)

1997 Frelghtllner/SmeaI 125'0 GPM Pumper of the N. IRF D
(Photo by Lee Clark)
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In March 1997 an alarm was transmitted foreaat the Willow House, 2500 Willow
Street. The Willow House was twelve stories highisThigh rise apartment house in North
Little Rock mostly housed elderly residents of ¢itg. There were many calls to the Willow
House. Most alarms were for a pot of food that igétson the stove too long, or were
medical alarms.

This alarm turned out to be anything but afirary alarm. A sixth floor apartment had
become fully involved in fire. The fire had spresatt smoke was going throughout the
building. Obviously, the many residents of the WillHouse had to be rescued!

Virtually the entire North Little Rock Fire Partment was called at sometime during this
fire. Little Rock F.D. responded with Truck 1 aBdgines 1 and 8. North Little Rock and
Little Rock Aerial Companies worked to rescue thea#&in the reach of aerials. Residents
on the lower floors were rescued in part by Norittid Rock Electric Department workers
who "free lanced," using the hydraulic lifts andgkets on their trucks. North Little Rock
Police Department members also joined in the restfoets.

The North Little Rock F.D. mounted an aggressiterior attack on the fire and quickly
extinguished the actual blaze. The rescue of Wilkouse occupants became the major
focus. Some residents took refuge on the roof@bihilding, and were rescued by
helicopter. The North Little Rock Fire Departmenttier North Little Rock City employees,
and the L.R.F.D. all helped save lives at the Willdouse. Some incredibly dramatic
rescues were made that day by the N.L.R.F.D. Trefighters even climbed across a roof
ladder that bridged a gap between the platfornh@ihorkel truck and a sixth floor balcony!

S

1999 Spartan/ E-One 1250 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.B.

The second apparatus purchased in Chief Vasiggimire was a 1250 Spartan/ E-One
pumper. It arrived on December 31, 1998, and seghtdde end to firefighters in North Little
Rock having to "ride the tailboard" on the wayites: Provided that no "First-Line"
apparatus was out of service.
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1996 E-One Custom 1250 GPM Pumper of the N.L.R.F.D.
Purchased new as a Demo in April, 1999
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(Photo by NLRFD Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins)

This E-One Custom Pumper was purchased new i, A®99 by the North Little Rock
Fire Department as a replacement for the pumpémtas destroyed the previous month.
(March 1999.) The 1981 American La France, whiati heen Engine 10, was turned
completely on its top on the way to an alarm otoansy night. The accident was not the
fault of the N.L.R.F.D.

A 1996 Demo which had never had an owner and wiéchvery, very low miles was the
N.L.R.F.D.'s answer to an immediate need for a prmgeep in mind that firefighters at
Station 10 did not have a closed cab pumper tcabp@n since the '81 La France was
totaled. One of the '76 Internationals was useal standby pumper at Station 10 from
March 1999 until the new E-One arrived in April 898ince they had hard suction hose.

The '96 E-One was the first raised cab appaihie Department had ever owned. The

pumper was air conditioned and had a top-mount ppamel. A booster line was added in
the rear storage compartment. Ladders were storedhydraulic ladder rack.

105



Freightliner/ E-One Heavy Rescue of the N.L.R.F.D.
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(Photo by Lee Clark)

Chief Vaughn and the North Little Rock Firedaetment continued to replace old and
worn out apparatus with the arrival of a new 200dhtliner / E-One Heavy Rescue on
November 1, 2001. The apparatus had only arrivelaban earlier when the above photo was
taken. Notice how the light tower is the centeatdéntion at this point.

The late Battalion Chief Wesley Springer is thdividual in the white shirt. One has to
wonder what he must have thought about an appasatisas this one. When Chief
Springer came to work in 1954, some open-top puswere still around as standby
pumpers, and had only been out of "first-line" smfor a short time!

(Photo by Lee Clark)

106



A former U.S. Coast Guard Boat becameptitaary rescue boat of the North Little
Rock Fire Department in 2002. This boat was suthistiéy reworked and repainted before it
was put in service. Firefighters from Central ®t@atnormally Rescue 19, crew the boat. It is
moored at the Arkansas River.

Another view of the J.W. Springer - Photo by Learl
The Rescue Boat was named . Springerin honor of Battalion Chief Wesley Springer. Chief
Springer's term of service of over forty-seven gesas the longest to date of any Argenta / Nortthel Rock
firefighter.
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2001 Pierce Custom Contender Pumper of the N.L.R.B.
(Delivered New in April, 2002)
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N.LRF.D. ENGINE 8

o (Photo by Lee Clark)

By the later part of 2001, it was determineak the need existed for replacing old,
worn out apparatus in the North Little Rock Firep@gment. The 1991 Ford/ Taylor Made
Ambulance apparatus operated by Rescue 19 haddgleced. The 1992 Ford/ Central
Mini Pumper/ Rescue at Park Hill Station was becméss and less dependable. The pump,
which was powered by an independent two/cycle engiauld not be depended on to start.
The apparatus itself was undependable.

The pumper at Station 9 was a 1981 Americdfrarzce. It would soon be twenty-one
years old. This pumper could be a great standbypeunbut it was just too old and worn out
for regular service. The pumper at Station 10 eeasloping mechanical problems, also. It
was a 1985 model Seagrave. The aerial truck ab8tat Truck 7A, was a 1975 American
LaFrance 85-foot elevating platform, which soon lddee twenty-seven years old.

Mayor Patrick Henry Hays and the City Coumgproved funds for the replacement of as
much of the worn out fire apparatus as was feasible September 11, 2001, the
announcement was made in f&ansas Democrat Gazette that a new aerial ladder truck
would be ordered. (In just a matter of hours, tltewspaper article seemed insignificant, in
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view of what happened to our Nation that dayyvduld be July of 2002 before the new
Pierce Aerial Platform would be delivered, sinds thuck was custom designed.

In the 2002 City Budget, $300,000 was inclufted'Fire Department Equipment.” This
allowed the North Little Rock Fire Department taghase a Pierce Contender Custom
Pumper, which had been at the Daytona Speedwageasanstrator. The pumper had only
a little over 200 miles on its odometer. When espntatives of the N.L.R.F.D. went to
Daytona to examine the Contender, the only cho&® tw decide which of thHBAVO
contenders at Daytona should come to North Litbel®R A small amount of additional
money was approved, aB®DTH of the Daytona Pierce pumpers came to the N.L.R.F.D

A new Fire Station Number 8 at 6550 MacArtBuive was also opened in April 2002.
Engine 8 and its crew moved to their new quartargoril 3, 2002, and the Grand Opening
was April 9, 2002. This was the same day that Em§is new Pierce Contender pumper
arrived. The new Pierce pumper was present ab8tats Grand Opening on April 9, 2002.
Photos of the new N.L.R.F.D. Station 8 are on pd@asand 128 of this book.

2001 Pierce Custom Contender Pumper of the N.L.R.B.
(Delivered New in June, 2002)
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(Photo by Lee Clark)
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2002 Pierce Custom Platform/ Quint of the N.L.R.F.DWith 2000
GPM Pump and 100 Foot Aerial Platform
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Apparatus delivered July2,

North Little Rock Fire Department members inspbethew Pierce Platform upon its arrival
on July 2, 2002.
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The arrival of the new Pierce 100-foot Aeridt®rm/Quint was not the only event of
significance in the North Little Rock Fire Departmeuring July 2002. Mayor Patrick
Henry Hays named Joe McCall as Chief of the NorttheLlRock Fire Department on
July 8, 2002. Chief McCall, who was a thirty-yeateran of the N.L.R.F.D. had been
Acting Chief of the N.L.R.F.D. since Chief Vaugkhetired in April 2002. Chief Vaughn
had become a member of the North Little Rock Fiep&tment in 1967. He had thirty-five
years of service upon his retirement.

Original Station 1 - 506 Main — As It Appears Today
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(Photo by Lee Clark)

A long time spot of decay on Main Street inffld.ittle Rock was the original Argenta
City Hall and Fire Station, which also served asclty's jail. This building had served North
Little Rock as its Central Fire Station until thegent Central Station was opened in 1962.
The old building was literally about to implode.ofth Little Rock officials made the
decision to save the old building. At least $500,0vas spent to literally rebuild the old
structure brick by brick and board by board. Ssegports had to be used to keep the walls
from falling down, while what little was left of ¢hroof was reconstructed.

Old Central Fire Station now contains thetNaittle Rock History Commission. There
has been discussion about locating a branch dfithtn Little Rock Library there. The first
floor still could house an old fire engine or two.
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(Photos by Lee Clark - 97-7-02) - Crew from Engihmakes an attack on 9-7-2002

A major structure fire occurred on Saturdagpt®mber 7, 2002 at Ronco Building
Salvage Warehouse on East Broadway. The buildagyfully involved when Engine 2
arrived. Engines 1, 2, 3, 10 Truck 1A and Res@ialllresponded to the fire. Truck 7A was
called for the final overhaul. Many chief officenscluding Chief McCall responded to this
fire. The N.L.R.F.D. did an outstanding job of fgcting exposures and containing the fire
to the building where the fire started.

A tremendous load of used building materiaéglenfor a huge fire load for this fire. Deck
guns, ladder pipes and large diameter hand liresghtt this fire under control.
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Truck 1A was used to protect exposures aRibreco Building Supply Fire on
September 7, 2002. Engine 1 supplied Truck 1A éenpthoto above. This photo is on
Washington Avenue with Truck 1A facing the easte Bleck gun on Engine 1 was also in
operation helping to extinguish this very stubbfim in this photo. Engines 2 and 10 also
utilized their deck guns on the East Broadway sidde fire. Most engine companies on the
scene also utilized large diameter hose (5 inch).

The fire at Ronco Building Supply on Septembe2002 was visible for miles in any

direction. The North Little Rock Fire Departmemd dn incredible job of extinguishing
this fire.
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Just three days later, on September 10, 20B@use fire occurred on West"Street in
North Little Rock. The two photos above show the.N.F.D. in action at this fire. This
home was fully involved when the N.L.R.F.D. arrivex the scene.
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Otis Pack Carpet Company is located at thexgettion of East Broadway and State
Highway 161. A major structure fire visible forles in the distance occurred here on the
morning of Sunday, April 6, 2003. The original respe was Engines 10, 2, 7, Truck 1A,
Rescue 19 and Battalion 924. Engine 1 was sodedcil the scene on a Second Alarm.
Engine 8 was called to fill in at Station 2. Engenade at least one run from Station 2
while this fire was in progress. Engines 3 and &walled to the fire scene that afternoon.

By the time this fire was over, Truck 7A was bnly front line apparatus in the
N.L.R.F.D. that did not respond to the fire sceB®agine 10 spent the night on the scene
with large diameter hose laid and charged, in odseflare up. Engine 10 was manned by
different companies, which alternated in and ouhefscene. Engine 10’s crew operated on
Standby Engine 102, while their regular apparatas still at the fire scene.

e T

(Photo by Lee Clark — April 6, 2003)

Engine 2 is shown above on the morning of IAgarR2003 with its deck gun operating at
“full blast.” Large diameter 5-inch hose is visilde the ground and on the back of Engine 2.

115



(Both phbtos on this page by Lee Clark — April 603)

The thick, black smoke visible in the top phgives an indication of the magnitude of
this fire. Bottom photo: The aerial ladder of Trulk is barely visible. The aerial company
had set up a ladder pipe operation at the fire.
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Open house at the new North Little Rock Fird Rolice Training Building was held on
May 27,2003. This building, which formerly houdéeé Utilities Accounting Department,
provided much needed space for classrooms for t@@img Division of the North Little
Rock Fire Department. The Fire Marshal’s Officessoanoved to this building.

On May 28, 2003 ten units of the West Scerparments on West Scenic Drive were
involved in a large fire. Battalion 924, Truck 1Bngines 1,3,6, 8; Rescues 19 and 80 were
called to the scene. The building appeared to tadlytanvolved when the NLRFD arrived.
Truck 1A's aerial ladder was in use as a laddex. gl residents of the building escaped
with their lives. This was just one more terrificagnple of the superior manner in which
the North Little Rock Fire Department operates.

Only one day later, on May 29, 2003, the Nduttle Rock Fire Department received an
alarm for a fire at an old warehouse at 5th ande\Bireets. The structure was fully involved
upon the arrival of the first N.L.R.F.D. units. &hre began late during the night of May 29,
2003. Among the N.L.R.F.D. apparatus respondingeviagines 1,2,3,8, Rescue 19, Truck
1A and Truck 7A. During the course of this fire-difty firefighters were called back on
duty.

Some of the off-duty firefighters called kaeent to the fire scene. Others manned
Standby apparatus, including Engine 101 (the '8#raace pumper at the time), Engine 102
(the '85 Seagrave pumper at the time) and StandisialAl. Before the incident concluded,
Engine 7 was called to help battle the fire witheaposure. Engine 10 was called for cleanup
with hose. This fire was the first fire in Noitiitle Rock in several years, which caused
standby apparatus to be pressed into service. MBye29, 2003 fire marked the first time in
N.L.R.F.D. history in which a reserve aerial appagavas put in service, without a regularly
assigned aerial apparatus being out of service.
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North Little Rock
Fire Department

HAZ-MAT R spome (it

Unit 939: “New” Haz-Mat Response Apparatus - 1988 GIC Van

Ownership transferred to the N.L.R.F.D. by the Cityin September 2003.
Photo by Lee Clark

A 1988 GMC Step Van was transferred from the Naitthe Rock Maintenance
Department to the Fire Department in September 2008 vehicle was actually being
readied for the City Auction. A new Diesel enghvaa been installed recently. Officers
of the North Little Rock Fire Department recognizkd potential for a hazardous materials
response vehicle. The renovation of this vehicle m@omplished entirely “in house” by the
North Little Rock Fire Department. The 1988 GMCzHdat Response Apparatus is housed
at Station 2. The Haz-Mat Van also has a trailéictv contains materials for a major
incident. The firefighters of Station 2 man thpparatus. The official designation of this
vehicle is Unit 939.

The North Little Rock Fire Department has amntd to see old and worn out apparatus
replaced under Chief McCall's leadership. A nevaWeRescue/ Pumper went in service
at Station 5 in January 2004. A new Pierce pum@er delivered to the department in
August 2004. This resulted in all front line pungbaving fully enclosed cabs for the safety
of the firefighters. Much of the older apparatugttwasn't "climate controlled" has been air-
conditioned. New external defibrillators were phased for the N.L.R.F.D. in April 2003.
In May 2003, the Fire Marshals and Training Divisdassrooms moved to 2300 Willow.
A Standby Aerial Apparatus has become a realityHerfirst time in twenty years. A GMC
van with a newly overhauled Diesel engine was tearnsd to the N.L.R.F.D. as a HazMat
vehicle in the fall of 2003. No apparatus remamthe department that requires firefighters
to ride the tailboard.

118



i -
——

3 e

2004 International/ Ferrara Heavy Rescue/ Pumper
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(Photo by Lee Clark)

On November 10, 2003 a new 2004 International/dfarineavy rescue/pumper
arrived at the North Little Rock Fire DepartmeAt.committee of North Little Rock
firefighters designed the apparatus. Thel992 E@nktal mini-pumper/rescue had been
taken out of service on many occasions in thesageral months. The pump could just not
be depended on any more. The amount of equipmanhdw needed to be carried on a
rescue apparatus was more than the present Re3euaes8ntended to carry.

The new International/ Ferrara apparatus hHad0® GPM pump and a 300-gallon tank.
The new Ferrara also carried about 1000 feet gilgumse. It had an ample supply of
attack hose, and a "trash line" on each side of¢hécle for quick attacks on car fires, etc.
The new Rescue 80 also had plenty of room forfah® needed rescue tools that were
required for a rescue company. The onboard casyatiem was a welcome feature for all
firefighters.
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2004 Emergency Command Vehicle by Farber Specialty
Vehicles- Joint Use by the N.L.R.F.D. and the N.L.R.P.D.
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Command Cegty”™

Command One — A 2004 Farber Specialty Vehicles/ Wirebago Command Vehicle
Photo by Lee Clark

The mobile command vehicle in the photo abeas purchased with money from the
Federal Government that was allocated for purchaftesthe tragic events of September 11,
2001. In the event of a major situation, all gowveent agencies in the city could coordinate
efforts and communications. The Fire and Policpddenents of North Little Rock will
share use of the vehicle. It can be used as a emchizenter at major fires, major law
enforcement operations, or at any other eventribeadls this vehicle. Command One,
as the command center is designated, is housacedbtation Number 8.

Again, the ever-changing mission of municipal fiepartments and the ever-changing
circumstances that present themselves to the Emac® are certainly well illustrated by
the need for an Emergency Command Vehicle for Noittke Rock. Since the world is in
the situation that it is, an Emergency Command delshould make each and every citizen
of North Little Rock feel a bit more safe and secur
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2004 Plerce Contender Custom Pumper -Arrived Augusl? 2004
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(Photo by ee Clark)

The North Little Rock City Council on May 24, 20@gproved the purchase of a
Pierce Contender Custom 1250 GPM Pumper for théhNdttle Rock Fire Department.
The pumper was purchased for $185,000.00. Thepoemper, purchased in the fl)@ear
of the North Little Rock Fire Department, has ast line” in the front bumper. It has roll-
up doors on both sides, with high side compartmenteft and right sides of the body. The
ladder rack is hydraulically operated. The pumpgsmounted, and the apparatus has a 1000
gallon water tank. The cab is a raised-cab desfgB50 cubic inch Diesel engine provides
plenty of power for the new pumper. The 2004 Ri€€astom Pumper was assigned as
Engine 3 at Station 3. The 1992 Pierce Arrow Cudiwemh had been at Station 3 since 1999
was transferred to Station 4.

The arrival of this pumper allowed the sal@df976 International/American LaFrance
pumper, which had most recently been Standby Erfie stationed at Station 9. The sale
of the 1976 International marked the first timehea history of the North Little Rock Fire
Department where the department did not own at ta@es apparatus that required fire-
fighters to ride the rear tailboard. (This inclddeorse-drawn hose wagons.)

All regularly assigned pumpers, for the fiiste in the NLRFD’S history, also had a
completely enclosed cab for all firefighters toerid. “Side-pockets” were a definite
improvement over riding the tailboard, but a contgldegree of safety was still not present
with pre-1992 pumpers. Beginning with the 1992 ¢aekrrow Custom, all pumpers
purchased by the NLRFD have had completely encloabd as part of their specifications.
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Photo by Sherwood F.D. Lieutenant Dustin Haworth
Engine 9, Truck 7A (operating on Standby Aerial 1)and Engine 6
at the Velvet Ridge Fire on December 10, 2004

December 10, 2004 provided the North LittlecRE&ire Department with one of the most
challenging fires that the Department had facealwhile. The alarm came in for a fire at
the Highcliff Apartments on Velvet Ridge during terning hours. An entire building was
soon involved. By the time that several additicadatms had been transmitted, Engines 1, 2,
3,6, 7, 8,9, Rescue 80 and Truck 7A were allhenfire scene. Sixteen mile per hour winds,
which were gusting to twenty-five miles per hougdr this an extremely difficult fire to
extinguish. Most of the Chief Officers of the Depaent were on the scene of the fire. It
was a real credit to the North Little Rock Fire Bement that this fire was contained to one
apartment building. At least one company remamedcene until the next day to extinguish
any “hot spots” that were found.

During the height of the fire, the Little RoEire Department sent two companies to
North Little Rock Central Station to stand by. Weterans Administration Fire Department
at Fort Roots filled in at Station 3 and Sylvani$ifire Department filled in at Station 6.
Off duty North Little Rock Firefighters utilized &tdby Engine 101 to fill in at Station 9.
Engine 10 filled in at Station 7 for part of theralion of the fire. The importance of a
standby aerial apparatus was demonstrated airig he apparatus normally assigned to
Truck 7A, the Pierce Platform, was undergoing braairs when the fire on Velvet Ridge
occurred. Standby Aerial 1 was already filling snTauck 7A. The availability of an aerial
apparatus close to the fire scene at Station 7cvitisal in the containment of the Velvet
Ridge fire.
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Photo by Shrwood F.D. Lieutenant Dustin Haworth
Another view of the scene on Velvet Ridge — DecemidH), 2004

The remainder of December 2004 saw at least twe stoucture fires in North Little
Rock. An alarm was received for a structure fimeRandolph Road on December 24, 2004.
A snow and sleet storm had hit North Little Roclotdays earlier. Since the fire on
Randolph was just a few blocks from Station 7,weather was not a factor whatsoever in
the arrival of fire companies. When companies fi®tation 7 quickly arrived at the fire
scene, the home was already fully involved. Thaupants who were in the home at the time
of the fire managed to escape with their lives bigkjy exiting the home. The North Little
Rock Fire Department did an outstanding job by enéng the fire from spreading to the
homes on either side of the fire scene.
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Photo by Lee Clark
Rescue 80 with Supply Line and Attack Lines still tached on Garland Avenue

A new apparatus for North Little Rock Fire Statidamber 5 on Park Hill had been
placed in service in January 2004. The primarsmisof Rescue 80, which operates out
of Station 5, was that of a rescue apparatus. nEaeapparatus of Rescue 80 had all needed
equipment for a heavy rescue apparatus. An ordlszecade system even made it possible
to produce air for firefighters’ air packs on tleese of a fire. Previously, the heavy rescue
from Central Station, Rescue 19, had to be caltetbdill air bottles at any fire in the entire
city.

The decision was made to include a 1000 gallompeute pump and a 300 gallon water
tank on Rescue 80’s new apparatus. The wisdomitiecision became apparent just after
Midnight on December 30, 2004. A structure fire wezorted on Garland Avenue. The fire
was fully involved when Rescue 80, the closest egipa, arrived on the scene. Rescue 80
used attack lines, most of which were already cotatk to attack the blaze. When the next
due Engine Company arrived, it was easy to briagpply line from a hydrant to Rescue
80’s apparatus. The North Little Rock Fire Deparitraid an outstanding job in preventing
this fire from spreading to the homes on eithee sifithe fire scene.
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Chapter 11: The Present N.L.R.F.D.
Present Stations of the North Little Rock Fire Depament

Central Fire Station — 8" and Maple
Battalion 924, Rescue 19, Engine 1, Truck 1A, Stabgt Engine 101 (Not in Photo)

FIRE STATION NO. 2

Station 2 — 3700 East Broadwa;
Engine 2, Haz-Mat 939
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Station 3 — d Saer
Engine 3

Station 4 — 8723 Maumelle Boulevar
Engine 4, Rescue 18
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Station 5 at 3417 Magnolia
Rescue 80
F Ir'/ﬁd“-'

Statit;h 6— 3600 ampR'obinson Road
Engine 6

127



> .@?.t‘lt‘.mi?ﬁ LITTLE ek Fag vy
y ,- ./ W |L0al/
E L e 5 :
- ) N
e -]

! o
LD RE S

Station 7 Cain and North Hills Blvd.
Truck 7A, Engine 7

-

-

Station 8 6550 MacArthur Driv

Engine 8, Command 1
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Station 9 — John F. Kennedy Blvd and Osage
Standby Engine 102, Engine 9

Station 10 — 8800 Highway 70 East
Rescue 16, Standby Engine 103 (Behind Rescue 163 &mngine 10
(All Photos on Pages 125- 129 by Lee Clark)
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Old Station 8, 100 Auburn Drive

Standby Aerial 1 - Parade Pumper
(Note: 1931 Seagrave of Local 35 of IAFF is visilsldeft bay of station.)

Training Tower - North Little Rock Airport on Remou nt Road
Crash 2

(Photo of Crash 2 by Batt. Chief Lee Wilkins. Otpéotos on page 130 by Lee Clark)
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The North Little Rock Fire Department has 148 Swieinefighters as of December 31,
2004. Officers include the Chief of Departmeng #&ssistant Chief of Department, the
Fire Marshall (Battalion Chief), Deputy Fire MardihAssistant Fire Marshall (rank of
Captain and Lieutenant), Training Division Captand Administrative Captain. Each
platoon also has a Battalion Chief, a Training €&ffi(lieutenant) and each of the three
platoons has approximately forty-five "line" firghiters. The North Little F.D. has a
Maintenance Engineer, who is a civilian and twalieia employees who have adminis-
trative responsibilities for the entire department.

The North Little Rock Fire Department operatasof ten Fire Stations, strategically
placed throughout the city limits of North LittleoBk. There is a training facility at the
North Little Rock Airport and there are TrainingaSsrooms at 2300 Willow Street.
The North Little Rock Fire Department operates Ntmgine Companies and a Heavy
Rescue/ Pumper from these ten stations. All optimapers are fully enclosed cab apparatus.
An additional Heavy Rescue Company operates as Welb Aerial Ladder Companies are
placed in the city, one in the North area of Ndiittle Rock and the other in the Southern
area of the city. Light Rescue Companies are éutat the far western and far eastern part
of the city, close to Interstate Highways 40 an@.44

Each of these light rescues can be taken sxaident scene by the Engine Company in
quarters to hasten the rescue of victims of ardaoti A Hazardous Materials Response Unit
is also operated by the North Little Rock Fire Dégp&nt. An Airport Crash Apparatus
operates from the Training Facility at the NortktleiRock Airport. Three standby pumpers
are ready to go in service. A standby aerial comjmalso ready to respond. A mobile
command vehicle, which is joint property of the toittle Rock Fire and Police
Departments, is also housed at a North Little Reio& Station. A river rescue boat,
complete with its own pump is docked at the ArkarRaver, ready to respond to an
Arkansas River emergency. Another boat is houséde far western end of the city.

Constant training is scheduled methodically andisetjally. New techniques and
methods are explored and evaluated for use by tinthMlittle Rock Fire Department.
The normal dispatch for any commercial buildindyad, church, etc. is three engines, a
ladder company, a rescue company and the batiieh A residential fire would result
in two engines, a ladder company, a rescue comaaayhe battalion chief responding. If
any alarm results in a working fire, an additioeagjine company is dispatched as the
designated company to intervene in case some diréfighters involved in fighting the
fire need immediate assistance.
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Chapter 12:

Chiefs, Chief Officers, Firefighters, Fire Statiors and
Apparatus Assignments Through the Years

Current Chief Officers of The North Little Rock Fir e Department
As of December 31, 2004:

NAME

RANK

Chief Joe McCall

Chief of Department

Chief Robert Mauldin

Assistant Chief

Chief Bill Rhoads

Fire Marshal

Chief Charles Dixon

Battalion Chief

Chief Dale Pruitt

Battalion Chief

Chief Lee Wilkins

Battalion Chief

Inclusive List of All Apparatus on Roster of the Nath Little Rock
Fire Department (including automobiles) as of Dec31, 2004

Apparatus Current Manufacturer Year Model Year of Details
Type Assignment Purchased Manufacture
1250 GPM Pump; 1000
Engine 3 Pierce Aug. 2004 Tank; Trash Line on
Pumper Assigned to (Pur. New) 2004 front; Top Mount Pump
Station 3 Panel; Hydraulic Ladde
Rack; Roll Up Doors.
Engine 10 June 2002 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to Pierce (Pur. New) 2001 1000 Tank; Trash
Station 10 Line on front
Engine 9 April 2002 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to Pierce (Pur. New) 2001 1000 Tank; Trash
Station 9 Line on front
Engine 1 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to E-One April 1999 1996 750 Gallon Tank;
Station 1 (Pur. New- Top mount pump and
Demo Unit) ladder rack. Raised
roof.
Engine 2 Arrived @ 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to E-One/Spartan NLRFD in 1999 1000 Gallon Tank;
Station 2 December Top mount pump and
1998 ladder rack.
Engine 8 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to Smeal/ December 1997 750 Gallon Tank;
Station 8 Freightliner 1996 Top mount pump and
ladder rack.
Engine 6 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to E-One February 1995 1995 500 Gallon
Station 6 Tank; Top mount
ladder rack.
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Roster of Fire Apparatus on the Roster of the N.L.R.D.

Dec. 31, 2004 (Continued)

3

Engine 7 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to E-One February 1995 1995 500 Gallon
Station 7 Tank; Top mount
ladder rack.
Engine 4 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Assigned to Pierce May 1992 1992 500 Gallon Tank
Station 4
Standby 1250 GPM Pump;
Standby Engine 101 Pierce August 1987 1987 500 Gallon Tank
Pumper Assigned to Reserve Pumper
Station 1
Standby 1500 GPM Pump;
Standby Engine 102 American June 1982 1981 Reserve Pumper
Pumper Assigned to LaFrance (Pur New)
Station 9
Standby Standby 1250 GPM Pump;
Pumper Engine 103 Seagrave 1985 1985 500 Gallon Tank
Assigned to Reserve Pumper
Station 10
) 1000 GPM Pump;300
Heavy Rescue/| Rescue 80 International/ | November 2004 Gallon Tank. 1 3/4 "Trash
Pumper Assigned To Ferrara 2003 Line" on each side; Full
Station 5. Hose Bed. Cascade Syste
on board. Hurst Tool;
Defilibrator is on board.
Ground ladders.
Rescue 19 On Board Cascade
Heavy Rescue | Assigned to E-One/ November 2002 System. All needed
Station 1 Freightliner 2001 Equipment for any
emergency. Carries
Defilibrator
Pump runs on
Mini Pumper/ | Rescue 18 Central/ Ford | August 1992 Separate 2 cycle
Rescue Assigned to 1992 engine. Hurst Tool;
Station 4 (Dec,1991) | Capability to pull
boat housed at Sta. 4
Light Duty Rescue
Rescue - Rescue 16 Ford /Taylor 1990 1991 carries jaws of life,
Light Duty Assigned - (Taylor etc for serious
Station 10 Ambulance of accidents in the
Newport, AR) eastern most part of
NLR. Crewed by
Engine 10.
2000 GPM Pump;
Aerial Truck 7A Pierce July 2002 2002 100" Aerial Platform,
Platform/ Assigned to 300 Gallon Booster
Quint Station 7 Tank, 1000' of 5 1/2"
Hose
Truck 1A 100' Rear Mount Aerial
Aerial Truck | Assigned to American | August 1982 1981 Ladder with full
Station 1 LaFrance | (Pur. New) _‘T_gg'lzme”t and Power
85' Snorkel with full
Standby Standby American May 1975 1975 compliment of
Aerial Truck Aerial 1 LaFrance ground ladders,
Assigned to power tools
Old Station 8 and equipment.
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Roster of Fire Apparatus on the Roster of the N.L.R=.D. Dec. 31, 2004 (Continued)

Apparatus supplied

174

Haz Mat Van Unit 939 2003 with all equipment for
Assigned to (Former NLR 1988 any HazMat incident in
Station 2 GMC Maint. Dept the city. Apparatus also
Van) ha_s an accompanying
trailer Haz-mat 939 is
manned by Engine 2.
Crash 2 Stationed at NLR
Crash Truck Assigned to International/ 1992 1975 Airport
Training Fire Control (From
Tower at NLR Engineering L.R.F.D.)
Airport Ft. Worth, TX
Stationed at North
Access to The Ark.
Fire Boat / "The J. W. River. Hale Portable
Rescue Boat | Springer" Fire Pump with 18
2002 HP engine can
produce 225 GPM .
Stationed at NLR Fire
Rescue Boat Boat at Sta. 4 Station 4
Crown Victoria 2000 Chief of Department
Sedan 950 Ford 2000
Crown Victoria Assistant Chief of
Sedan 949 Ford 1999 1999 Department
Crown Victoria Fire Marshall
Sedan 948 Ford 1997 1997
Crown Victoria Captain —Fire
Sedan 946 Ford 1997 1997 Marshall's Office
Chevrolet Lieutenant —Fire
Malibu 942 Chevrolet 2001 2001 Marshall's Office
Crown Victoria Captain —
Sedan 945 Ford 1999 1999 Administrative
Division
Crown Victoria Captain — Training
Sedan 935 Ford 1997 1997 Division
Lieutenant-Training
Durango 931 Dodge 2001 2001 Division (Shift
Training Officer)
Battalion Chief
Expedition 924 Ford Dec. 2003 (Responds to all fires
2004 if there is more than
one company
responding.
Mobile Command One Farber
Command Assigned To Specialty June 21, 2004| June 21, 2004
Center Vehicle Station 8 Vehicles/
Winnebago
Has "8" Wheel" and
Trailer Hitch: Can pull
Dual-Wheeled 938 Mid 1990's Trench Rescue Trailer,
Crew-Cab Assigned To ggzgﬂui[ ;:)agtltet:)’ gresired
Pick-Up Truck | Central Station Chevrolet 1989 location.
Crown Res. Car 932 Ford 1989 1989 Formerly Unit 931

Victoria Sedan
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Roster of Fire Apparatus on the Roster of the N.L.R=.D. Dec. 31, 2004 (Continued)

Pick-Up Truck

Unit 17
Central Station

Dodge

2002

2002

Assigned To
Department
Apparatus
Maintenance Officer
for making repairs
to apparatus at
stations.

Pick-Up Truck

Unit 14
Central Station

Dodge

1984

1984

Has "5th Wheel" and
trailer hitch. Ability to
transport rescue trailers,.
Ability to transport any
boat to Ark. River or
area lake; Standby
Vehicle for Dept.
Maintenance Officer

Van

Unit 936
Central Station

Dodge

1985

1985

Used to transport
firefighters to fires @
crew change. Used a
Standby Apparatus for
Rescues 19, 80 and
Truck 1A in past years.

.Above: 1931 Seagrave of Local"35 of the IAFF
Photo by NLRFD Battalion Chief Lee Wilkins
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List of All Known Locations of
Argenta/ North Little Rock Fire Stations.

Address Designation Dates Photo Details
in This
Book
506 Main Fir_st Fire Station in the city.
(Newton) Central — Station 1] Built in 1890's Yes EI‘E'I'?"E?SE;%”& ;?r?]?gsf(‘)snfhe
“West Station,” | Builtin 1918. Torn Building housed the first
15" and Pike Pike Ave. Station, | down in 1940. Yes | fire station in the west
Station 3 side of NLR.
This building became The F(;riglt_%lzy Buliidri]ng W«’:ljs a
i i i rente uliaing. ouse
2201 E. ¥ Station 2 gg{gbsgf‘tfgzg Yes | what is believed to be the firs
! ) east end station.
East Washington Most likely early Ret. Capt. Jim Dancy as a
Ave Station2 | 1930'sforabrief | No | JEEFIREENEETE
period of time. Washington and Beech
Listed in 1931 Description in the
. . i ' Underwriters’ Report was of &
Third and Beech Station 2 :;?Oeggirgﬁrgf gfafii%r; S No | concrete block’ Euilding -
poor condition.
2306 E. Station 2 Station 2 from 1933 No Building rented from
Broadway (approx.) until 1946 J.M. Branch
Built in 1940-41. Station 3 from 1941 unti
15" and Pike Station 3 Opened in 1941. Torn Yes | 1979
down in 1979
2301 E. Station 2 First Station in East NLR Yes Station 2 from 1946 unti
Broadway Owned by the City 1954.
Original Park Hill Fire Station 5 from 1946 unti
3417 Magnolia Station 5 Station. Opened as NLR | Yes | present.
Fire Station in 1946
3600 Camp ' Original Levy City Hall Opened as NLR Fire
Robinson Road Station 6 ;T%ﬁ':-e%‘t’;‘t‘i’g:ed into | yes | Station in October 1946.
' Torn down in 1964.
Broadway and ' Built dug to Station 4 from 1949 unti
Lynch Station 4 annexatl_on of Yes | 1992.
Rose City
2301 E Statior:]I builltgi)rt_l) 51954(;; Station 2 from 1955 unti
. . openeda in an
Broadway Station 2 cIFcJ)sed as a fire station in Yes | 1992.
1992.
Opened as NLR Firg Station 7 from 1961 unti
2400 McCain Station 7 Station in 1961. Yes Present.
Blvd
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List of All Known Fire Stations in North Little Roc k — Continued

Opened as NLR Firg

D

Station 8 from 1961 unti

100 Auburn Drive Station 8 Station in 1961 Yes 1992
TH . Opened as NLR Fire Central Station from
8" And Maple | Station 1 (Central) Station in 1962 ves 1962 until Present.
3600 Camp Station 6 Opened as NLR Fire Yes Station 6 from 1965 unti
Robinson Station in 1965 Present.
John F. Kennedy Station 9 Opened as NLR Firg Yes Station 9 from 1977 unti
and Osage Station in early 1977 Present.
h . Opened as NLR Firg Station 3 from 1979 unti
15" and Schaer Station 3 Station in 1979. Yes Present.
8800 Highway 70 : Opened as NLR Firg Station 10 from 1988
East Station 10 Station in 1988. ves until Present.
3700 East Station 2 Opened as NLR Fire Yes Station 2 from 1992 unti
Broadway Station in 1992 Present.
8723 Maumelle Station 4 Opened as NLR Firg Yes Station 4 from 1993 unti
Blvd Station in early 1993 Present
. Opened as NLR Firg Station 8 from 2002 unti
6550 McArthur Station 8 Station in April, 2002 ves Present.

| Central Circa 1963: Photo courtesy of NLRFD and Clef Joe McCall
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Chiefs of Department

(From N.L.R.F.D. Records and Ark Gazette. and ArkDem. microfilm)

Name Years
Chief Walter Powers April, 1904 - 1907
Chief John Duckworth 1907 - 1909

Chief Tom P. Exum

1909 - Apr.10, 1917

Chief Frank Collins

Apr.10, 1917 - Nov 25, 1918

Chief John Welch

Nov.26, 1918 - Apr.10,1919

Chief Joe Engleberger

Apr. 10,1919 - Apr 10, 1921

Chief F.O. Stettler

Apr 10.1921 - Apr. 10, 1923

Chief Roy Nichols

Apr. 10, 1923 - Jan 1,1947

Chief J.W. "Pete" Caldwell

Jan. 1, 1947 - Dec. 31, 1960

Chief John Finn

Jan. 1, 1961-1969

Chief Eldon Matchett 1969-1971
Chief T. Joe Venetta 1971 - 1973

Chief I.E. Turner 1973 - 1983
Chief Charles Redding 1983 - 1996

Chief C.R. Vaughn

1996 - April, 2002

Chief Joe McCall

July 8, 2002-
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Assistant Chiefs of the N.L.R.F.D.

Note: See Explanation of Ass’t Chief Rank in theR¥D on the next page.

John Welch April 10, 1917 — Nov 25, 1918
Joe Engleberger Nov. 26, 1918 — Apr. 10, 1919
John Welch April 10, 1921- Nov 1, 1921

R.N. Nichols Apr. 10, 1920 — Apr. 10, 1921
R.N. Nichols Nov. 1, 1921 — Oct. 4, 1923
John Welch Apr. 10, 1923 — May 1, 1931
R.F. Drye Mar. 16, 1947 —1960
John Snow Mar. 16, 1947 -1959
Earl C. Eller 19607-1961
T.E. Farris Feb. 2,1961 - 1962
Robert E. VanTuyle Feb. 2, 1961 - 1964
W.F. Malone 19647 -1969
Louis N. Strasner Feb. 2, 1961 - 1963
Lloyd T. Strasner 1963-1967
Joe McCall 2000- 2002

Robert Mauldin

2002-Present

1942 Ford Pumper and Company 5: Training at Lake #XLate 1940's
Photo reproduced from N.L.R.F.D. Video tape - CesytChief Joe McCall
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North Little Rock Fire Department
Battalion Chiefs/ District Chiefs

Note: The Rank of District Chief was created aroiff@9 when the Three Platoon
System came into being. Up until this point, these been one or two Assistant Chiefs
During much of the Department’s history. The DidtChief's rank became the rank of

Battalion Chief in recent years. N.L.R.F.D. Chiei¢h this rank have responded to alarms

As the “Duty Chief.” The Fire Marshal’s positionasso a Battalion Chief in rank.

This rank has also been assigned to an admimgadsition. In 2000 the
Administrative Chief's position was assigned thekraf Assistant Chief.

John Bennett - District Chief

B.S. Brown — District Chief

J.M. Coors — District Chief

B.B. Cranford - District Chief

C.L. Dawson — District Chief

Don Diamant — District Chief

Charles Dixon - Battalion Chief

M.B. Evans — District Chief

J.L. Hall - Fire Marshal

A.J. Hamilton — District Chief

D.D. House — District Chief

J.E. Page — District Chief

Dale Pruitt - Battalion Chief

C.W. Redding — District Chief

Bill Rhoads — Fire Marshall

W.D. Robinson — District Chief

J.W. Springer —Battalion Chief and Dist. Chief / Fire Marshal

E.F. Stokes — District Chief

|.E. Turner — District Chief

C.R. Vaughn - District Chief

Bobby Wilson - Fire Marshal

Lee Wilkins — Battalion Chief and Dist. Chief / Fire Marshal
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Listing of Apparatus of the Argenta and North Littl e Rock Fire
Departments as of Certain Years

Apparatus in Year of 1904

=

=

=

=

per

=

Co No. | Station Location| Type of Apparatus Make Yealr Comigen
Col 506 Main Hose Wagon Hose Wagon 1904 Horserdraw
Co 2 506 Main Hose Wagon Hose Wagon 1904 Horserdraw
Apparatus in Year of 1917
Co No. | Station Location| Type of Apparatus Make Year Comigen
Col 506 Main Pumper-Co 1 American La Francg 1917 | 350 GPM Pumpe
Co?2 506 Main Hose Wagon Unknown 1904 Horse drawr
Apparatus in Year of 1918
Co No. | Station Location| Type of Apparatus Make Yealr Comimen
Col 506 Main Pumper-Co 1 American LaFrance, 1917 | 350 GPM Pumpe
Possibly still at Hose Wagon Unknown 1904 Horse drawn
Central in 1918.
Co2 | 15"and Pike Hose Wagon -Co 2 Ford- Model T 1917 Model T with
former horse drawn
hose wagon
Apparatus in Year of 1925
Co No. | Location of Type of Apparatus | Make Year | Comments
Station
Col 506 Main Pumper Seagrave 1925 | 750 GPM Pumper
506 Main Hose Wagon Ford- Model T 1917 Horse-Drawri
Reserve Hose Wagon on
Model T
Co2 2200 E."% Pumper American La 1917 | 350 GPM Pumpe
France
Co3 15" and Pike Pumper Dodge/Foamitg- 1925 | 300 GPM Pumpe
Childs
Apparatus in Year of 1931 (ISO Report)
Co No. | Station Location| Type of Apparatus Make Year Comments
Col 506 Main Pumper Seagrave 1925 750 GPM Pun
Co4 506 Main Hose Wagon Whippet 1929 P.D. Patrol Wagon
conv. to hose wagol
Co 2 | 3%and Beech Pumper American La Francg 1917 | 350 GPM Pumpe
Co3 | 15"and Pike Pumper Dodge/Foamite- | 1925 | 300 GPM Pumpe
Childs

=
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Apparatus in Year of 1938 (ISO Report)

er

mper

=

Co Location of Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
No. Station
Col 506 Main Pumper Seagrave 1925 750 GPM Pumper
Co4 P.D. Patro_l Wagon
506 Main Hose Wagon Whippet 1929 CO”VG\;\Z‘; (')f:]to Hose
Co?2 2306 E."8 Pumper Mack 1933 750 GPM Pumy
Co3 | 1% and Pike Pumper Ford/Seagrave 1936 500 GPM Pu
Apparatus in Year of 1947 (1ISO Report)
Location of Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
Co.No. | Station
Co1l
Reserve| 506 Main Pumper Seagrave 1925 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Pumper
Co2 2301 E."% Pumper Mack 1933 | 750 GPM Pumpe
(1st Station on this
site.)
Co 3 | 15" and Pike Pumper Ford/Seagrave | 1936 | 500 GPM Pumpe
Co4 506 Main Pumper Seagrave 1939 | 500 GPM Pumpe
65' Ladder, 250
Co5 506 Main Aerial Ladder Seagrave 1947 GPM Pump
36" and Either a borrowed | Corps
Camp Robinson or | Pumper
Co6 ROC;rr?Spon Pumper Corps of Engineers| Wasa 500 GPM Pumpe
Pumper 41 Ford
Ford/ American
Co7 3417 Pumper LaFrance 1942 | 500 GPM Pumpe
Magnolia
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Apparatus in Year of 1963 (ISO Report) (Some InfAdded)

Location of | Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
Co.No. Station
8" and
Co1l Maple Pumper Seagrave 1955 | 1000 GPM Pumper
Co 1A (At Central) Ladder Seagrave 1947 65' Aerial Ladder
2301 E. 1000 GPM Pumper
Co 2 Broadway Pumper Seagrave 1951
Co 3 | 15" and Pike Pumper American 1947 | 750 GPM Pumpe
LaFrance
Co 4 Brol_""dwﬁy & Pumper American 1947 | 750 GPM Pumpe
yne LaFrance
Co5 3417 Pumper American 1959 | 1000 GPM Pump
Magnolia LaFrance
36" and
Co6 Camp Pumper Ford/Seagrave | 1951 | 500 GPM Pumpe
Robinson
Co 7 | 2400 McCain Pumper International/ | 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Blvd Central
Co 8 | 100 Auburn Pumper International/ | 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Dr. Central
Reserve
at Pumper Ford/ Seagrave | 1936 | 500 GPM Pumpe
Central
Reserve
at Pumper Seagrave 1939 | 500 GPM Pumpe
Station
4

Note: Rescue 19 was not mentioned in this report
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Apparatus in Year of 1977

Location of | Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
Co.No. Station
8" and Pumper American La | 1966 1250 GPM
Col Maple France Pumper
Co 1A | (AtCentral) Ladder Seagrave 1947 | 65' Aerial Ladder
Co 19| (AtCentral) Rescue Chevrolet 1974 | Rescue Vehicle
Co?2 2301 E. Pumper Ford/Boardman | 1971 | 1000 GPM Pumper
Broadway
Co 80 2301 E. Bomb Squad/ Rescu¢  Chevrolet 1977 Rescue
Broadway
Co 3 | 15" and Pike Pumper American 1959 1000 GPM
LaFrance Pumper
Co4 | Broadway& Pumper International/ 1976 1000 GPM
Lynch American LaFrance Pumper
Co5 3417 Pumper American 1947 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Magnolia LaFrance
Co6 36" and Pumper International/ 1976 1000 GPM
Camp American LaFrance Pumper
Robinson
2400 McCain International/
Co7 Blvd Pumper Central 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe
2400 McCain American 85' Elevating
Co 7A Blvd Aerial LaFrance 1975 Platform
100 Auburn International/
Co8 Dr. Pumper Central 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe
John F. International/ 1000 GPM
Co9 Kennedy and Pumper American LaFrance| 1976 Pumper
Osage
Reserve 1000 GPM
Pumper|  Station 1 Pumper Seagrave 1955 Pumper
Reserve|  Training Pumper Seagrave 1951 1000 GPM
Pumper|  Tower Pumper
Reserve|  Station 8 Pumper American 1947 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Pumper LaFrance
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Apparatus in Year of 1982

Location of | Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
Co.No. | gtation
th
Col 8 and Pumper American La France 1981 1500 GPM
Maple Pumper
Co 1A | (At central) Ladder American La France 1981 100' Aerial Ladder
Co 19| (AtCentral) Rescue Chevrolet 1974 Rescue Vehicle
Co2 Bzrggév\'lzéy Pumper Ford/Boardman 1971 1000 GPM Pumper
15" and . 1250 GPM
Co3 Schaer Pumper American LaFrance 1966 Pumper
Broadway & _ 1000 GPM
Pumper International/ 1976
Co4 Lynch American LaFrance Pumper
3417 1978 1000 GPM
Co5 Magnolia Pumper Ford/ Pierce Pumper
h
3gar?1r|:)d Pumper International/American 1000 GPM
Co6 Robinson LaFrance 1976 Pumper
36" and Camp
Co 80 Robinson Rescue Chevrolet 197y Rescue
Co7 2400 McCain American La France 1981 1500 GPM
Blvd Pumper Pumper
Co 7A 2400 McCain Aerial American LaFrance 19756 85' Elevating
Blvd Platform
Co8 100 Auburn American LaFrance 1959 1000 GPM
Dr. Pumper Pumper
John F.
Co9 | Kennedy and Pumper International/American 1976 1000 GPM
Osage LaFrance Pumper
Reserve : International
Pumper Station 1 Pumper (Old Eng. 8) 1961 | 750 GPM Pumper
Reserve| Training International
Pumper Tower Pumper (Old Eng. 7) 1961 | 750 GPM Pumper
Eﬁfne;\e’f Station 8 Pumper American LaFrangce 1947 750 GPMgeuam
RngzreVre Station 2 Aerial Seagrave 1947 65' Aerial
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Apparatus in Year of 1988
Location of
Co.No. Station Type of Apparatus Make Year | Comments
. th

Engine 8 and Pumper American La France 1981 1500 GPM

1 Maple Pumper
Truck American La France 1981 .

1A (At Central) Ladder 7 100" Aerial Ladder
Relsgcue (At Central) Rescue Chevrolet 1974  Rescue Vehic
Englne B?Zggvxllzaiy Pumper Pierce 1987 1250 GPM Pumper
Engine| 15" and 1250 GPM

3 Schaer Pumper Seagrave 1985 Pumper
Engine| Broadway & International/American 1000 GPM

4 Lynch Pumper LaFrance 1976 Pumper
Engine 3417. Pumper Ford/ Pierce 1978 1000 GPM

5 Magnolia Pumper
Engine| 36" and Camp International/American 1000 GPM

6 Robinson Pumper LaFrance 1976 Pumper
Rescue| 36" and Camp

80 Robinson Rescue Chevrolet 197y Rescue
Engine| 2400 McCain American La Erance 1981 1500 GPM

7 Blvd Pumper Pumper
Truck | 2400 McCain . : _ 85' Elevating

7A Blvd Aerial American LaFrance 197bH Platform
Engine| 100 Auburn Pumper American LaFrance 1966 1000 GPM

8 Dr Pumper

: John F.
Engme Kennedy and Pumper International/American| 1976 1%0?71(5;'\/'
Osage LaFrance ump

Engine 8800 E. 1000 GPM

10 Highway 70 Pumper Ford/Boardman 1971 Pumper
Eﬁfne;‘e'f Station 1 Pumper American LaFrangce 1959 1%%%?);'\/'
Reserve . International
Pumper Station 8 Pumper (Old Eng. 8) 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe
Reserve : International
Pumper Station 2 Pumper (Old Eng. 7) 1961 | 750 GPM Pumpe

=
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Apparatus in Year of 1995

Company Location Apparatus Brand Year Information
Engine 1| 8" and Maple Pumper Pierce 1992 1250 GPM Pumper
Truck 1A (At Central) Ladder American La France 1981 100’ Aerial Ladder
Rescue 19 (At Central) Rescue Ford/Taylor Ambul. 1991 Rescue Vehicle
Engine 2 3700 E. Pumper Pierce
Broadway 1987 1250 GPM Pumper
. 15" and Schae Pumper Seagrave 1985 1250 GPM Pumper
Engine 3
Engine 4 8723B|\|<|/zumelle Pumper Ford/ Pierce 1978 | 1000 GPM Pumpey
. . 350 GPM Aux. Pump;
Rescue 80 3417 Magnolia| Mini Pumpet Ford/ Central 1992 Light Rescue
h
Engine 6 36 an_d Camp Pumper E-One Custom 1995 | 1250 GPM Pumper
Robinson
Engine 7 240%:\6'5(:&"” Pumper E-One Custom 1995 | 1250 GPM Pumper
Truck 7A 2400 McCain Aerial American LaFrance 1975 85’ Elevating
Blvd Platform
Engine 8| 100 Auburn Dr Pumper American LaFrance 1966 100M@&Rmper
John F.
Engine9 | Kennedy and Pumper American LaFrance 1981 1500 GPM Pumper
Osage
Engine 10 .8800 E. Pumper American LaFrance 1981 1500 GPM Pumper
Highway 70
Crash 2 (Station 10) Airport Crash International 1975
Truck
Crash 4 Training Airport Crash International 1970
Tower Truck
Reserve : :
pumper | Swtonl Pumper Internationall | 4426 | 1000 GPM Pumpef
American LaFrance
Reserve - International/
Pumper Station 8 Pumper American LaFrance 1976 | 1000 GPM Pumper
Reserve . International/
Pumper Station 10 Pumper American LaFrance 1976 | 1000 GPM Pumper
Eﬁfﬁrve Pumper American LaFrance 1939 1000 GPM Pumpper
per
Hggrgat Central Stationn Hazmat Var Chevrolet 1979 Cheep Stan
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Apparatus in Year of 2004
Company Location Apparatus Brand Model Yr. Information
Engine 1| 8" and Maple Pumper E-One 1996 1250 GPM Pumper
Truck 1A (At Central) Ladder American La France 1981 100' Aerial Ladder
Rescue 19 (At Central) Rescue Freightliner/E-One 2002 Heavy Rescug
ES:]andby Station 1 Pumper Pierce 1987 1250 GPM Pumper
g. 101
Engine 2| 5 00 Broadway Pumper Spartan/E-One 1999 1250 GPM Pumper
HazMat | o700 & Broadway | 12ZMat GMC 1988 HazMat Van
939 Van
Engine 3| 15" and Schaef Pumper Pierce 2004 1250 GPM Pumper
Engine 4 87238%3?”‘6"6 Pumper Pierce 1992 | 1250 GPM Pumper
. Mini 350 GPM Aux. Pump;
Rescue 18 Station 4 Pumper Ford/ Central 1992 Light Rescue
Heavy International/ 1000 GPM
Rescue 80 3417 Magnolia| Rescue/ Ferrara 2004 Pumper/Heavy Rescué
Pumper
, 36" and Camp
Engine 6 Robinson Pumper E-One Custom 1995 | 1250 GPM Pumper
Engine 7| 2400 McCain Bivd|  Pumper E-One Custom 1995 | 1250 GPM Pumper
. . . 100 Ft. Platform/ 2000

Truck 7A | 2400 McCain Blvd Aerial Pierce 2002 GPM Pump
Engine 8| 6550 McArthur| Pumper Freightliner/'Smea 1997 1250 GPM Pumper
Comlma”d 6550 McArthur C\(;(rer;]riré?end Farber Custom 2004/  Mobile Comman(d
Standby , . American 85' Elevating

Aerial 1 Old Station 8 Aerial LaFrance 1975 Platform

El?rrnap;j; Old Station 8 Pumper American LaFrance 1959  100M@&Bmper
Engine 9 Jognng'gszréle‘jy Pumper Pierce 2001 1250 GPM Pumper
g:g“i%é Station 9 Pumper American LaFrance 1981 1500 GBMder

. 8800 E. :

Engine 10 Highway 70 Pumper Pierce 2001 1250 GPM Pumper
S;Z'?i%é Station 10 Pumper Seagrave 1985 1250 GPM Pumper
Rescue 16 (At Station 10) Rescue Ford/Taylor Ambul. 1991 Rescue Vehicle
Crash 2 | Training Tower Airp?:ltj CiraSh International 1975
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Listing of all Known Argenta/ North Little Rock Fir e Apparatus:
Pumpers, Hose Wagons, Rescues, Aerials, Crash Triecknd Reserves
Apparatus Listed in Order of Acquisition

Type Of Apparatus Year Model Brand Details Pres Location
Pumper 1917 American LaFrance 350 GPM
Hose Wagon 1917 or 1918 Ford-Model T
Pumper 1925 Dodge- 300 GPM Ordinance to sell
Foamite/Childs drafted in 1938.
Pumper 1925 Seagrave 750 GPM
Initially a Went to NLR Street
Hose Wagon 1929 Whippet NLRPD Patrol Dept
Wagon
Pumper 1933 Mack 750 GPM
Owned by
Pumper 1936 Ford/Seagrave | 500 GPM Jeff Monroe
Originally sold to
Pumper 1939 Seagrave 500 GPM Dr. Gary Walllis
Pumper 1942 Ford/American| 500 GPM Last seen near
LaFrance Avilla, AR in 1977
Ford Listed as “No | Possibly traded in
Panel Truck 1940 5"inOld Dept|  on 1951 Chev. PU
Records; Had Truck.
a Panama 6
GPM Pump
Aerial 1947 Seagrave 65’ Ladder Sold to SGI?VGr Truck
ales
Pumper 1947 American LaFrance 750 GPM
Pumper 1947 American LaFrance 750 GPM Stephens, AR
Pumper 1951 Seagrave 1000 GPM U.S. 64 E near
Vilonia in field
Pumper 1951 Ford Seagrave 500 GPM Kidd's Garage
McAlmont
Pick-Up 1951 Chevrolet
Owned by individual
Pumper 1955 Seagrave 1000 GPM | on US 64 East neal
Vilonia. Taken to
auto shows
Pumper 1959 American LaFrance 1000 GRM Parade pumpe
At Pottville, AR on
Pumper 1961 International/Central 750 GPM Old U.S. 64
Owner of Kidd's
Pumper 1961 International/Centrall 750 GPM | Garage — McAlmont
From Maumelle
Pumper 1942 Mack 750 GPM Annexation
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Listing of all Known Argenta and North Little Rock Fire Apparatus That Has Responded to
Alarms (Continued) Apparatus Listed in Order of Acquisition

Sold at auction in

Rescue 1963 Jeep Wagoneer 1976
Owned by Lee
Pumper 1966 American LaFrance 1250 GPM Church
Pumper 1971 Ford/Boardman | 1000 GPM | Sold to Lee Church
Transferred to NLR
Chevrolet 1974 Rescue (Light) City Shops
Elevating Platform 1975 American LaFrance 85’ Akeria In Reserve Service
International/ Fire Academy
Pumper 1976 American LaFrance 1000 GPM Camden, AR
International/
Pumper 1976 American LaFrance 1000 GPM Beebe, AR VFD
International/ Sold at NLR City
Pumper 1976 American LaFrance 1000 GPM | Auction 10/2004
Sold at NLR City
Rescue 1977 Chevrolet Auction 10/2004
Pumper 1978 Ford/Pierce 1000 GPM East Pulaski VIFD
Wrecked in 1999,
Pumper 1981 American LaFrance 1500 GPM sold for junk
Pumper 1981 American LaFrance 1500 GRM In Resesnd®
100 Ft.
Aerial 1981 American LaFrance Aerial In NLRFD Service
Pumper 1985 Seagrave 1250 GBM In Reserve Service
Chevrolet 1979 Haz-Mat Van
Van 1985 Dodge Unit 936 Served as reserve for
Truck 1A, R19 & R80
Pierce 1987 Pumper 1250 GPM In Reserve Service
Ford/Taylor Made
Ambulance 1991 Light Rescue In NLRFD Service
Pierce 1992 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Service
Ford/Central 1992 Mini- 300 GPM In NLRFD Service
Pumper/Rescue
International 1970 Crash Truck Sold in 2002
International/ Fire Control
Engineering 1975 Crash Truck In NLRFD Service
E-One 1995 Pumper 1250 GPM | In NLRFD Service
E-One 1995 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Service
Chevrolet Dual Wheel- 4
Door 1989 Pick Up Truck Unit 938 In NLRFD Service
Freightliner/Smeal 1997 Pumper 1250 GPM | In NLRFD Service
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Listing of all Known Argenta and North Little Rock Fire Apparatus That Has Responded to
Alarms (Continued) Apparatus Listed in Order of Acquisition

Spartan/E-One 1999 Pumper 1250 GPM | In NLRFD Service
E-One 1996 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Service
Freightliner/E-One 2002 Heavy Rescue| Cascade InMD_Rervice
Pierce 2001 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Service
Pierce 2001 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Service
GMC 1988 Haz-Mat Van | Haz-Mat939| |n NLRFD Service
Pierce 2002 Aerial Platform/ Quint | 2000 GPM,; In NLRED Service
100 Platform
Heavy 1000 GPM | In NLRFD Service
International/Ferrara 2004 Rescue/Pumper | On Board
Cascade
Pierce 2004 Pumper 1250 GPM In NLRFD Servi

Photo by Lee Clark

Sept 7, 2002: Engine 10 in action at Ronco BuildnSupply on E. Broadway
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CHAPTER 13:

Listing of All Known Argenta/North Little Rock Fire fighters
Thanks to the N.L.R.F.D. History Book Committee forallowing the author

access to their list. Special Thanks to N.L.R. Fafighter Tracy Lester
Note: (Old Payroll, Old Photo, etc) indicates tthés was the documentation obtained by the auththi® book
that indicated this particular individual was argé@nta /North Little Rock Firefighter

W. POWERS 1904-1907 J. RILEY 1925-1933 A.E. HENDRIX (Dec. 1956 Payroll)
J. DUCKWORTH 1904-1910 R. GOSS 1925-1957 M.K. ALEXANDER (&6 Payroll)
C. BATES 1904- F.WRIGHT 1925-1958 R. GARVIN 1946-1959
}]A./.\/:/?EULSCSH 1%%2‘_11931 F. NEELY 1926-1950 C. CREY 1946-1963
$ (F;R?l(\/IULl\IAEY 1138861133%:{ R. HANSON 1926-1949 R. SHEMN 1946-1964
L. HOUSE 1912-1944 J. PST 1930-1935 B. HAUSN 1946-1977,
A. DANCY 1913-1943 J. FINN 1930-1969 Z. WILIORD 1946-1977|
JOHN DOOLIN 1915- J. STUFFLEBEEM 1931-1960 M. EVENS 1946-1984
EEO?OA:\: E)h?sEll:;gok 1915- J. SMITH 1931-1951 EOMCRIEF 1947-1969
F. AVERY 1917-1946 J. NEA 1931-1959 T. WILLDRD 1949-1972
R. NICHOLS 1917-1946 E. ELLER 1933-196{L O. SMITH 1949-1965
F. DUPRIEST C. MATCHETT 1933-19%56T. VENETTA 1949-1973
J. WADE - (Early Photo) C. YOUNGBLOOD 331951 | B. NOLEN 1949-996|
R. NICHOLS 1917-1944 H. ROEAN 1935-1951 F. HENLEY 1949-1969
J. CALDWELL 1918-1960 R. VANTUH 1938-1964 H.H. RICHARDS 1950-1980
F. COLLINS 1918-1919 H. WARD 1942-196( GLEN HORNER (1950 Payroll)
J. ENGELBURGER 1919-1923 F. BALDWIN 1942-196% W. ELLER 1949-1969
R. DRYE 1920-1960 OUIS STRASNER 1943-1968 O. GUFFEY 1949-1969
SPEARS (Early Photo in this book) O. BARENEN 1943-1968 J. COORS 1949-1973
EPPS (Early Photo in this book) V. CAMP 1944-1964 W.P. Brown (1950 Payroll
B. SKELLY W. MILES 1941973 | J.A. SMITH (1946 Payro
E‘oif\ﬁ'C'L%NLS iggll_igiz C. MATHIS 1944-1966  J.R. GCSON (1950 Payroll
J. SNOW 1921-1959 @BBS 1944-1974 B.L. VADN 1955-1992
H. GRAY 1923-1952 E. NBHETT 1945-1971 T. JOHNSON 1951-1970
W. PEMBERTON 1923-1936 R. HENSON (1946 Payroll) H. MERRITT 1951-1972
G. McCLAIN 1923-1934 W. MAINEE 1946-1969 C. DAWSON 1951-1979
J. WALLS 1924-1960 LAVICHETT 1946-1967 E. STOKES 1951-1983
T. FARRIS 1924-1962 AENDRICKS 1946-1967 J. ROBERTS 1952-1972
A. ROBERTS 1924-1933 J. HAMBN 1946-1967 B. BROWN 1952-1980
S. ZINN 1925-1945| CHURCH 1946-1968 J. FINCH 1952-1981
R. COOK** **1925-1933 B. CRANDRD 1946-197p W. POWELL 1953-1973
SID GAYLOR 1925 - LLOYD STRAER 1946-1969 J. DANCY 1953-1978
T.L. EXUM 1925-1947 R. RER 1946-1976 E.FORSTER 1953-198(0
WILL WALKER 1925 - C.W. SMITH (Dec. 1950 Payroll J. ROSAMOND 1953-1984
L.A. WILLIAMS **  **1925-1931
Author's Note: Williams died after being
taken home ill from Station 3. His S.W.IRBY Dec. (1950 Payroll) J. PAGE 1953-1984
daughter told the author that he fought|a
fire earlier that day or the day before.
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D. HOUSE 1953-1994|  W. D@S! 1963- G. BEVENS 1969

A. HAMILTON 1953-1992 | T.SIMMONS 1963- M. EDGIN 1969-1999

J. SPRINGER 1954-2002|  T.LUKAS 1963-1990 L. GLOVER 1969-PRES

R. PENNY 1954-1974|  J. KBALEY 1964- J. SCARBRAUGH  1969-1990

P. FARRIS 1954-1972|  J.BGHETT 1964- D. DAVIS 1969-1989

P. HOLDERFIELD 1954-1977

C. GENTRY 1955-1991| E. COGGINS 1964- C. HUNNICUTT 1969-1995

I. TURNER 1956-1983| L. DAA®N 1964-1990 L. WILKINS 1969-PRES

W. CATHEY 1956-1990 | G. DEREUISSEAUX  1965-1993 W. MONK 1969-2004

0.B. BARRENTINE (1956 Payroll) M. PATTERSO 1965 D. SANDERS 1969-1996

B.G. LOVE (1956 Payrol) RLATT 1965-1987  S. AHART 1969

R. DAVIS (1956 Payroll) . ¥ALENTINE 1966-1988| F. BRITTON 1969-1999

R.E. PRIEST (1956 Payroll) RHOADS 1966-PRES  B. BAHIL 1969-1999

D.L. WORSHAM (1956 Payroll)  H. SMITH 1966-1965  B. ALLISON 1969-2003

E. MULLER 1957-1972 | K. SMITH 1966-PRES J. PRESCOTT 1971-1994

W. ROBINSON 1957-1993 | R. MOODY 1966- C. PRICKETT 1972-1996

J. BENNETT 1958-1985 | R.FRER! 1967- J. MCALL 1972-PRE$

A. BUSBEA 1959-1979 | G.CARRO 1967- T. CLEMENS 1972-1998

C. REDDING 1959-1996 C. VAUGH 1967-2002  N. MOSELEY 1972

P. STRICKLIN 1959-1997 |  S. HIGDON 1967-1990 M. SKAGGS 1972-1997

J. DUPRIEST 1960-1976 |  W. STABG 1967- R. WILLIFORD** ©1972-1995

C. WARD 1960-1980 | F. 9®Y 1968- C. REED 1972-2004

J. HARVEY 1960-1982 |  J. HUMB 1968-2000 R. MAULDIN 1973-PRES$

B. JOHNSON 1960- M BEVANS 1968-PRE$ R. TURNER 1973-PRES

J. PRUITT 1960-PRE$  TAMKER 1968-1989  B. BLANKENSPI 1973-1993

S. ROBERTS 1961-1980|  R. SHERL 1969-1989 E. CARR 1973-1995

H. MERGENSCHROER  1961-1983 |  C.BLACK 1969-1989 J. TOWNSEND 1973

E. FORTSON 1961-1983 P. COOK 1969-1987  H. WOLLEY 1973-1994

L. HOFFMAN 1961-1983 | D. DAVIS 1969-1989 R. DAILEY 1973

B. USERY 1961-1984| R. 9MI 1969-1983 M. BAKALEKOES 1973

J. MATCHETT 1961- M..CULLUM 1969-1993  D. BAUMAN 1973-1999

C. TRAYLOR 1961- P. BAUMAN 1969-PRE§ D. ARCHER 1973-199§

J. HUGHES 1961- E. COOK 1969-1987  B. HIGDON 1973-PRES$

J. HALL 1961- M. GUYIO 1969-1998  T.PITTS 1973

F. WINKLER 1961-1990 |  J. DIAL 1969-PRES H. CORPIER 1973-1990

P. SHEEHAN 1961- J. SIMPSON 1969 J. WHILLOCK 1975-PRES

A. SWIDERSKI 1961-1989 |  J. WILLIAM 1969-PRES  T. HARTLEY 1976
BOBBY FRANKLIN 19761978

R. HENDERSON 1961- T. JOHNSON 1969-PRE$ 1980809

T. BANKS 1961-1990 J. RRY 1969-1990  W. MAYFIELD 1977

C. HOLLEY 1961- L. MAHNKEN 1969-PRE$ K. McCALL 1978-PRES

D. DAIMANT 1961- D. HOUSE 1969-1995  J. WORDEN 1978

W. HARDIN 1963-1979 | C.DIXON 1969-PRES D. BRENNEISE 1978-PRES

T. BROWNING 1963-1988 | J. BOYETT 1969-1999 W. MOBBS 1979-PRES

E. GRIMES 1963-1989|  B.WEB 1969-1999  C. TURRNER 1979-PRE$

A. CHILDRESS 1963- D. HICKMAN 1969- C. REDDING 1980-PRES

C. SCHNEBELEN 1963- C. TERRY 1969-PRE$ E. FORSTER 1980

R. KING 1963- G. MAEMVS 1969-PRES  D. LAYMAN 1980-PRES
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P. FLYNN 1980-2003 M.P.CKETT 1988-PRES M. JORDAN 1997-PRES
D. WILLIFORD 1980-2001 S. ALLEN 1988-PRES M. SHOEMAKER 1997-PRES
C. BASS 1980-PRES M.LEMAN 1988-PRES J. KOLB 1997-PRE$
C. ROBERSON 1980-2002 R.ROBINSON 1988-PRES M. THOMPSON 1998-PRES
L. WILKINS 1980-PRES T. SIMMNND 1988-PRES T.IBRY 1998-PRES$
T. SANDERS 1980-PRES C.CRAIG 1988-PRES M. TREADAWAY 1998-PRES
A. CERRATO 1980-PRES C. BLACK 1989-PRES C. PATTON 1999-PRES
M. RANEY 1982 J.GUFFY 1989-2001 D. FREE 1999-PRE$
J. KYZER 1982 A.TETKOKI 1989-PRES D. SHUBIN 1999-2002
J. ADAMS 1982-PRES M. THOR 1989-PRES J. COMBS 1999-PRE$
F. MOBBS 1982-PRES E. WATSO 1989-PRES S. CHASSELS 1999-PRES
D. MATCHETT 1982-PRES K. MELTON 1989-PRES K. SIMPSON 1999-PRES
J. HORTON 1982-2002 R. ALBERS 1990-PRES B. OAKLEY 1999-PRE$
D. PAYNE 1982-PRES L.MURRY 1990-2001 G. BROWN 1999-PRE$
A. RHEIN 1982-2002 S. EN8 1990-PRES J. FENDER 1999-PRES
L. SHOOK 1982-PRES M.WARRD 1990-PRES R. BRYSON 1999-PRES
F. GUNTHER 1982-PRES G. TUCKER 1990-PRES A. BARNER 1999-PRES$
M. LAIRY 1982-PRES C.PLATT 1990-PRES S. SCHRADER 2000-PRES$
V. WESLEY 1983-PRES W. TAYLOR 1990-1995 J. KNOERNSCHILD  2000-PRES|
M. KEENER 1983-PRES J.HOOKS 1990-PRES T. LESTER 2000-PRES
R. ALEXANDER 1984 T. METCALF 1991-PRES C. ZAKRZEWSKI POBRES
C. BROWN 1984 M.DIXON 1991-PRES B. EVANS 2000-PRES$
0. JOHNSON 1984-PRES B.MUNDY 1991-PRES  G. WILLIAMS 2000-PRES
D. MARTIN 1984 A. BURLINSON 1991-1996 D. DAVIS 2001-PRES
N. MARTIN 1984-PRES K. TACRE 1991-PRES  J. JEFFRIES 2001-PRE$
T. MONTGOMERY 1984-2001 M. LAGER 1992-1993 B. HILL 2001-PRES
T. RAY 1984-PRES PLOER 1993-PRES S. FORTSON 2001-PRES
D. VANCE 1985-PRES A. GUARBO 1993-PRES C.FREY 2001-PRE$
S. GRIMES 1985-PRES K. HALL 1993-PRE$ R. MATTHEWS 2001-PRES
D. BAIN 1985-PRES CIWSON 1994-PRES  G. NASH 2002-PRES
R. BENNETT 1985-PRES K. WILLOBBY 1995-PRES| J. KNIFE 2002-PRES
C. HAMMOND 1985-PRES M. HOLLEY 1995-PRESJ JWARD 2002-PRES$
J .NETTLES 1985 K. RHAULT 1995-2001 M MAHAN 2002-PRES
J. POUNDERS 1985-PRES J. ROBINSON 1995-PRES A MORENO 2002-PRES
J. SANDERS 1985-1998 K. BEMRICH 1995-PRE$ T. HARRINGTON 2002-PRES
R. BARTON 1987-PRES R. SHAW 1995-PRES W. POE 2002-PRES$
C. FENNESSEE 1987-PRES L. CROCKER 1996-2004| W. STEPHENS 2002-PRES
C. PAYNE 1987-PRES R. CRANFD 1996-PRE$ S. WALKER 2003-PRES
R. SANCHEZ 1987-PRES H. MILLS 1996-2000 S. LANKFORD 2003-PRES
C.BULTLER 1987-PRES C. MUNCY 1996-2000 J. ROE 2004-PRES
G.W. MATTHEWS 1987 - B. PRICKETT 1996-PRES C. REEKIE 2004-PRES
W. DEREUISSEAUX 1987-CURR. L. ADAMS 1997-PRE$ J. COX 2004-PRES
S. MILLER 1988-PRES S. MAHANAY 1997-PRES J. BURKS 2004-PRES
M. SHULLER 1988-PRES H. HOOPS 1997-PRES M. GARRETT 2004-PRES
M. WITTENBURG 1988-PRES E. FAUBION 1997-PRE$S R. HARDGROVE 002-PRES
S. SMITH 1988-PRES J. BENNE 1997-PRES D. POOLE 2004-PRES
P.M. TACKETT 1988-PRES J. MILLER 1997-PRE$ C. HOBSON 2004-PRES
V. BAKER 1988 ** = Died in Lenof Duty ** = Strong evidence death in line of duty
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CHAPTER 14: CHIEFS' CARS

The first evidence of a separate vehicle for a 0Diécer of the Argenta/ North Little
Rock Fire Department was present in the days cfdidrawn apparatus. The photo on Page
18 of this book shows a buggy in the doorway ofAhgenta F.D. Station at 506 Main
(Newton). The photo on Page 20 illustrates a bugdpch is clearly marked “Chief F.D.”

It is not absolutely certain if this buggy was amgénta Fire Department Buggy, or if it
was a photo made when Argenta was still part dfed_Rock.

The first motor-driven chief's apparatus o thorth Little Rock Fire Department was
evidently purchased in 1929. The vehicle was dlesdras a Chevrolet Runabout. It was
painted red and had a siren of some type. The We@tkerwriters Report described the
Chief's Car as a “small roadster type” automobilée next NLRFD Chief’s Vehicle for
which there is any documentation is a 1936 Fordp@olihe motor number or serial number
was #18-2254706. A 1941 Ford Coupe is the nex¢fGhCar for which any records exist.

A partial view of this car (below) is the only knoywhoto of this car to exist.

|

Both Photos this page: Courtsy of Bill Treadway)

Chief J.W. “Pete” Caldwell drove a Chrysler for seal years after the 1941 Ford was
replaced. The Chrysler (below) was 1949-51 Vintage.
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The 1953 Plymouth pictured below was evidensigdiby the Assistant Chief. The motor
number of the Plymouth was #P24-581501. It wasettad on a 1956 Chevrolet "150"
2 Dr - 8 Cyl. with Serial 2A565106880. A tradkeallowance of $730.00 was given.

(Photo courtesy of Bill Treadway)

[(Photo Courtesy of N.L.R.F.D.)

Either the Chief or an Assistant Chief used the01Pérd sedan in the photo above.
The “bubble-bum machine” light on top was very tagdifor this era.
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ST LoUIS so UTHWEST

(Photo courtesy of N.L.R.F.D. and Chief Joe Mcall
This Chevrolet (circa 1967-69)tpred above was typical of the cars that the
Chief Officers of the North LittRock Fire Department utilized in the later 1960's
and the 1970’s. This car was euigeassigned to the Inspector. The scene: The
Cotton Belt Railroad Yards on E. Wagton -close to Riverside School.

N "t
(Photo by Lee Clark)
By the late 1980’s, the N.L.R.F.D. was using FGrdwn Victorias as cars for its
Chief Officers. This trend continugatil the turn of the century (2000). The photo
above was made in the later part9®21 A Ford Crown Victoria is shown to the left

of Engines 4 and 8, which were bgibrating out of what was then Station 8.
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(Photo by Lee Clark)

The Ford Crown Victoria shown above isanellent example of the automobiles
that the North Little Rock Fire Departmhenrchased for Chief Officers in the later
part of the 1990’s until approximately0PO The Crown Victoria above was Car 950
at the tim&he First 100 Years was published. Car 950 is the designation useth&
Chief of the North Little Rock Fire Depraent.

(Photo by Lee Clark)
An earlier model Ford Crown Viato(mid to late 1990’s) is shown above. This

vehicle was assigned to the Captacharge of the Training Division whédihe
First 100 Years was printed.

158



~ (Photo by Lee Clark)

The 2001 Dodge Durango in the aljgvato was the first “SUV” type vehicle
purchased by the North Little Rétke Department as a Chief’s Vehicle.
Chief Vaughn used the Durango as/bhicle. It was next assigned

as Car 924 (the Battalion Chiefdorty.)

' Poby ee Iark)

The 2004 Ford Expedition shown above arrived at\tbeth Little Rock Fire

Department in late 2003. It wasigned as Battalion 924’s vehicle. A greater

Degree of safety was affordechim Battalion Chief responding to alarms in this

vehicle. A greater storage amadcords and equipment was also a feature of

the Ford Expedition. The Dodgeadhgo was assigned as Unit 931 of the
Training Division when the Expedition arrived.
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ADENDUM

The photos on the final pagesTbE First One Hundred Years were added just before
publication of the book was to begin. These fptabtos were included after a final review
of pictures donated by individuals and picturethefauthor, with the exception of the final
photo in the book.

| Photos on this page courtesy of Gretchen Sginelli
Training circa 1956: Upper photo: Chief Caldweltlahe Seagrave Ladder Truck.
Lower photo: Note the '56 Chevrolet in the backgabof the photo.

160



IPhotos on this page courtesy of Gretchen Sginelli

Photos above: More photos of NLRFD Training ciré&a
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Jim Dancy identifies the North Little Rock Firefigis in this photo as: John Finn, Carthel GentrgdF
Baldwin, Sam Roberts, Charles Traylor, Ted BanksyJTownsend, John Bennett, Floyd Winkler, Gene
Fortson, Bert Powell, R.C. Penny, Bill Eller, Fradk&nley, J.D. Hampton, and Eldon Matchett. Theinal
Rescue 19 ('63 Jeep Wagoneer) is in the photoths (8955 Seagrave Pumper. The car to the rigeof
Seagrave might be a '63 or '64 Chevrolet. Thénctire left of the photo looks like the 1960 Ford.
Photo property of Carthel Gentry. Photo suppligd\b/V. Busbea and Jim Dancy
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Photo on this page by Lee Clark in June 1976.

The photos on this page were made just days b#fer&939 Seagrave, the 1951
Ford/Seagrave and the 1963 Willys Jeep Wagoneer sadd at public auction. Both photos
on this page show the '39 Seagrave receiving & ¢imeckup.
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Photos on this page by Lee Clark in June 1976.

The 1951 Ford Seagrave is shown receivind ddpstments before it was sold at
auction. In the upper photo is a partial view @ thuck used by the N.L.R.F.D. Mechanic.
(At this time Dist. Chief Bert Brown was the Depaent Mechanic.) In the lower photo one
of the Chevelles of the early 1970’s is shown. €lokthese cars were lettered for the Fire
Marshal, the Instructor and the Inspector.
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Photos on this page by Lee Clark circa 1976.

The top photo on this page shows the 1959 AvaelaFrance as Engine 3. The bell on
the right side of the pumper is highly visible. eT$iren on the left side of the bumper is
probably original equipment. A late 1960’s Cheetd\.L.R.F.D. car is partially visible as
well. In the lower photo, the 1975 American Lafaisnorkel is shown in its early days as
Truck 7A. The ladder truck was still numbered “N@” at this point, due to the original
intent for this apparatus to replace the 1947 Seagadder truck.
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Photo donated by Mr. and Mrs. Tom Welch. It is usitti their generosity. ‘
The photo above wasEinal Photo Donated for The First One Hundredr¥e

Captain (Ret.) Jim Dancy gave the authorla First One Hundred Years an excited
phone call on February 17, 2005. Mr. and Mrs. ToedlN had just sent him some of their
N.L.R.F.D. pictures. Capt. Dancy had never seenajrihese photos before. The photo is
displayed on this page. Mr. Welch believes thistplwveas made around 1930. The pumper
is the 1925 Seagrave. This is an excellent piatti@entral Station at 506 Main Street.

The door had not been enlarged when this plvatkomade. An unidentified citizen is
walking by the door in the left portion of the pbofn unidentified North Little Rock
Firefighter is shown coming from the right sidetloé photo toward the pumper. The young
man in knee length pants is Tom Welch, who dontitegphoto. Mr. Welch’s father was
Tom Welch, the former Chief and Assistant Chietlef North Little Rock Fire Department.
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Thanks taFrank Fellone, Deputy Managing Editor of th&rkansas Democrat Gazette for permission to use
the old photo above from the April 17, 19A&ansas Gazette. Depicted is another partial view of Old Statior
in Levy. The picture appeared with an article ogllattention to the fact the 1936 Ford/ Seagravepgau
would not start when many alarms were soundedspthint in 1949. Chief Caldwell seemed to be mgkiis
point. Below, is a photo of the Boys' Club Fireddacember 1969. This photo is from Jim Dancy. Pesimisto

use the photo below granted Bsank Fellone, Deputy Managing Editor of thérkansas Democrat Gazette.




EPILOGUE

The role of the firefighter has changed imneéns the last 100 years. The sole mission
for the Argenta Fire Department in 1904 was toquitfires. The firemen, as firefighters
were called then, worked an incredible number afrb@t the Fire Station. At first,
firefighters had one day off a week, and could gm& one hour each day while on duty.
Later, the workday was twelve hours on and twelwers off. Every other week, firemen
changed days and nights.

Consider all of the things that were not pné¢se the Argenta Fire Department of 1904:
Breathing apparatus, motor driven apparatus, srdetextors, fire alarms, medical
emergencies, thermal imaging, air conditioned agpar(much less air conditioned fire
stations), pumps driven by gasoline or diesel esgyibooster lines, three platoon shifts,
one-way radios, two-way radios, aerial laddersal@daus materials, terrorists, incendiary
devices, meth labs, and saving the lives of cisagith defilibrators.

The need for firefighters is going to alwagsviath us, as long as we live in an
atmosphere that is incredibly combustible. We #rgaang to need emergency care sooner
or later as we go about our lives.

How will a firefighter’s job change in the ned00 years? How will apparatus change in
the next 100 years? Consider that in "the old dasefighters said they were "taking a dose"
when they went in a smoke filled building. SCBAaigiven today. In 1904, who would have
thought of a heavy rescue with its own air filtoatisystem on board and special tools for any
emergency, as well as a large volume pump? In, 1984 there anyone in North Little
Rock, Arkansas who would have envisioned the Fepddtment with an aerial truck with a
2000 GPM pump and a 100 foot aerial ladder withagfgrm attached?

What changes will the North Little Rock Firefartment see in the next 100 years?
Firefighters will be hired and retire. The camaraglthat exists today will still exist for the
next 100 years, because in this profession memanaken literally trust each other WITH
THEIR LIVES!

Many new and different ideas for effectiveefapparatus will come across the drawing
board. New and better ways to train leaders, effi@nd firefighters will be discovered. If
North Little Rock is to continue to prosper, areasst be annexed and property already in
the city must be kept up, so that there is theespad the desire build new houses and
businesses. The need for fire stations and firefighn these areas will certainly be present.

The citizens of North Little Rock know withreainty that if 911 is dialed, that the closest
trained professionals will be dispatched to thergeecy. These people are the firefighters at
the closest North Little Rock Fire Station.

Even with the very, very best apparatus thatey can buy, the most modern training for
officers and firefighters and the best working dtinds, the need for firefighters who have
firefighting "in their blood" will always exist whin North Little Rock and every other city
or community in the world.
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There is a spirit of "family” throughout edtfe department in the Nation. Any firefighter
(or EMS Worker) will tell you how many "brothersélor she lost in New York City on
September 11, 2001. The employees of the Seagme/@pparatus Company sent
condolences to those in the FDNY. School childre@lintonville, WI sent condolences to
those in New York City. This camaraderie is whycaerling generations continue to follow
their forefathers in the Fire Service.

It is not hard for something that means somtodhose in a given profession to be passed
from one generation to the next generation. Thdse ave or who were members of the Fire
Service in Argenta/ North Little Rock have giveniacredible amount to the citizens of this
community. It is the intention of the author thia present and former firefighters of
Argenta/ North Little Rock have had their storielltthrough thd-irst One Hundred Years
To each former and present firefighter in the witych was originally known as Argenta,
Arkansas and is known today as North Little Rockkahsas: Please accept a very sincere
and well deservedTHANK YOU! "
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RECOMMENDED READING
1. The North Little Rock Fire Department — 100 Yeaof Service(The Official 100 Year
Book of the N.L.R.F.D.) This publication is one of a kind. It has an indbéslnumber of
historic pictures.The author of The First 100 Years is extremely gteful to the North
Little Rock Fire Department for all of the old photos, records and information that
were shared.

2. On The Opposite Shore by Cary Bradburn. Publisha in 2004.

RECOMMENDED VIEWING

The Unofficial Website of the North Little Rock, Arkansas Fire Department. The URL
of this website currently is: http://www.nlrfd.com. This website is maintained by Lee
Clark. It has current information concerning Ndktttile Rock Fire Department apparatus,
stations and news for the general public. Photevery known NLR Fire Apparatus are on
this website, in addition to old documents and iogs for many of the older fire engines.
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About the Author

Lee Clark has lived in North Little Rock or Pulagkounty most of his life. He is in his
thirty-third year as a School Band Director at tinge this book was printed. Thirty-two of
those thirty three years have been spent in thesRuCounty Special School District. Lee
Clark is currently the Band Director at Robinsomi8eHigh and Robinson Middle School.
He has enjoyed fire apparatus most of his lifegesly vintage fire apparatus.

Lee is extremely grateful to all of the individuabo have shared photographs,
experiences, names and what they know about thih Nittle Rock Fire Department.
Any old photos or information about the North latlRock, AR Fire Department are
always welcome. Lee Clark may be contacted by é-ataieeclark01@yahoo.com
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POST - ADENDUM

The final copy oTThe First One Hundred Years had been read many, many times. The
author wanted readers Bifie First One Hundred Yearsto have a perfect copyOn February
27, 2005 word reached the author that the ownar&ifn Shop in West Plains, Missouri had
done some work at a place called John 3:16 Miesstnear Charlotte, AR. An old fire
engine was noticed on the property. The radiats missing, as were the headlights. The
sign shop owner looked the old truck over. Ondide was a distinctive "North" in darker
paint. The beginning of "Lit..." was still there uparcloser inspection.

Word of this discovery reached Arkansas awedaththor ofThe First One Hundred Years.
Comparison of the photos sent to Arkansas withgg#of the North Little Rock Fire
Department 1933 Mack pumper when it was new cestaam to verify that this is, indeed,
the North Little Rock pumper which was Engine Znir@933 - 1951.

John 3:16 Ministries has a program for memwatddictions, which evidently has changed
the lives of several individuals in a very positivay. How this old fire truck ended up on
their property is not clear. A phone call to J@h6 Ministries found that the old Mack was
on the property when John 3:16 began operatingther

Is it possible for this part of the historyddmeritage of North Little Rock to end up back

in Central Arkansas? Once a radiator and headligi® located, restoration of the Mack
pumper could beginThe discovery of this pumper changed N.L.R.F.D. Hisry!
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The 1936 Ford/ Seagrave pumper owned by Jeff Mowas thought to be the oldest
surviving apparatus of the North Little Rock Firegartment. The 1933 Mack pumper
pictured on the previous page and on this pageealiat the North Little Rock Fire
Department in February 1933. This was more thagetlgears earlier! Both of these old
North Little Rock Fire Pumpers are GREAT examplethe heritage and history of North
Little Rock.

-

e B -
(Photos on Pages 172 and 173 courtesy of Brameék.)

What an incredible tribute this old Mack pumpeuld be to all of the former North

Little Rock Fire Fighters who were in service atttime. This pumper was delivered to the
North Little Rock Fire Department seventy-two yeag® last month! All of those interested
in the Fire Service and the North Little Rock Hrepartment might be surprised at what just

a bit of effort from a very interested individuat, several individuals would do to make the
Mack's return to Central Arkansas a reality!
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The Above Photo from the Heinbuch Collection - Gesy of Ted Heinbuch.

The photo above is another example of a 1®td/Barley 500 GPM Pumper, which was
built for the U.S. Military. The apparatus picturgdove never saw service in the North Little
Rock Fire Department. It is, however, an apparttasis extremely similar, if not identical
to the Corps of Engineers Pumper which was borrdwyeithe North Little Rock Fire
Department from the Tulsa Office of the U.S. Casp&ngineers. (Please see the photo on
Page 48.)

The pump connection which is at an odd artgkecurved body by the driver's seat, the
position and type of the ladder, the angle at whinehframe of the windshield is molded, the
gold striping on the front fender and the boostet are all nearly identical (or identical) to
the '41 Ford/ Darley which was photographed outthdeold Levy (Number 6) Fire Station.
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